The Highly Selective Dictionary can be thought of as an antidote to the ongoing, poisonous effects wrought by the forces of linguistic darkness—aided by permissive lexicographers who blithely acquiesce to the depredations of unrestrained language butchers.
A word must be said about the great amount of time lexicographers spend on defining common words—words whose meanings are widely known—time that could better be spent on selecting and defining entry words that readers genuinely need. While definitions supplied for common words are often admirably and ingeniously constructed, the products of this enormous effort are hundreds, if not thousands, of useless entries that do nothing for most dictionary users.
Unfortunately, many people regard their favorite dictionary as a linguistic bible, to be accepted unquestioningly and used—along with the Guinness Book of World Records—in settling barroom bets. With this awesome responsibility implicitly bestowed on lexicographers, dictionaries will in time take more courageous stands on what they will sanction and what they will not.
The pronunciation of American English words follows few hard-and-fast rules and varies from region to region. In pronouncing the entry words of this highly selective dictionary, the editor has considered all the pronunciations given in standard sources and then tried to select the most common pronunciations. Notwithstanding, some of the pronunciations supplied indulge the editor's own preferences.
a as in act, hat, carry
ah as in balm, calm, father
ahr as in far, jar, darling
air as in fairy, scare, declare
aw as in audit, walk, gawk, saw
ay as in age, bay, heinous
b as in bake, babble, boob
ch as in choose, church, preach
d as in dare, fuddled, mud
e as in empty, led, berry
ee as in ease, either, meat, see
eer as in ear, eerie, pier, sneer
f as in fin, daffy, belief
g as in gust, bargain, hog
h as in hairy, hot, huddle
hw as in where, whet, anywhere
i as in in, hit, women, twist
I as in bite, light, pie, spy
I as in colonize, synchronize
I as in mighty, lightning, surprise
j as in gin, just, judge, garbage
k as in kerchief, spoken, rack
l as in lag, ladle, sell
m as in many, common, madam
n as in note, knee, manner, napkin
n as in dénouement, frisson, soupçon
ng as in hunger, swinging, bring
o as in opportune, hot, crop
oh as in oppose, most, toast, sew
oo as in oodles, pool, ruler
oor as in poor, tour, sure
or as in aural, border, mortal
ow as in owl, oust, house, allow
oy as in oil, join, boy
p as in print, paper, sleep
r as in rash, tarry, poor
s as in cent, scent, lessen
sh as in sugar, shush, cash
t as in talk, utter, heat
th as in think, wrath, loath
th as in then, bother, loathe
u as in ugly, mutter, come
ur as in urge, her, fir, saboteur
uu as in brook, full, woman
v as in very, every, brave
w as in well, awash, allow
y as in yet, abeyance, useful
z as in zap, gazebo, tease
zh as in pleasure, vision, persiflage
During the early years of space exploration, NASA scientist Wernher von Braun gave many speeches on the wonders and promises of rocketry and spaceflight. After one of his luncheon talks, von Braun found himself clinking cocktail glasses with an adoring woman from the audience.
Some speakers and writers confuse the verbs abjure and adjure. While such confusion can readily be seen to stem from the close similarity of the spellings of the two words, it may also be related to the fact that both words are relatively uncommon. Notwithstanding, careful writers and speakers use the words correctly: abjure means repudiate, renounce, and adjure means request earnestly and charge or command under oath or threat of penalty. Two examples of their proper use may help: (1) “My attorney advised me to abjure any further action that could be construed as harassment of my ex-wife.” (2) “The judge testily adjured the witness to speak before the jury only in response to questions put to her by the attorneys.” Clear enough?
Related words: abjuration (AB-je-RAY-shen) and abjurer (ab-JUUR-er) both nouns, abjuratory (ab-JUUR-e-TOR-ee) adjective.
Related words: abnegation (AB-ni-GAY-shen) and self-abnegation, meaning self-denial, both nouns.
Related words: abomination (e-BOM-i-NAY-shen) noun, abominable (e-BOM-e-ne-bel) adjective, abominably adverb.
Related words: abortively adverb, abortiveness noun.
Related words: absquatulater (ab-SKWOCH-e-LAY-ter) and absquatulation (ab-SKWOCH-e-LAY-shen) nouns.
Related words: abstemiously adverb, abstemiousness noun.
Related words: accedence and acceder both nouns.
Related word: accouterment (e-KOO-ter-ment) noun.
Related word: accumbency noun.
Related words: acerb (e-SURB) and acerbic both adjectives, acerbate (AS-er-BAYT) verb.
Related words: adduceable and adducible adjectives, adducer noun.
See abjure.
Some speakers and writers use adopted as a synonym for adoptive, thus producing incongruous phrases such as “My adopted parents,” implying that I adopted my parents. It is preferable to use the phrase “My adoptive parents,” which makes it clear that my natural parents had given me up for adoption.
Related word: adoptively adverb.
Related word: adscititiously adverb.
Related words: adumbrative (a-DUM-bre-tiv) adjective, adumbratively adverb.
Many speakers and writers confuse the adjectives adverse and averse. Averse means feeling disinclined or opposed, as in “I soon found she was averse to my every suggestion, and I knew I would soon be looking for a new job.” Thus, resolve to be averse to the mistake of shielding young children from every adverse experience they may possibly encounter.
Related words: adversely (ad-VURS-lee) adverb, adversity (ad-VUR-si-tee) and adverseness (ad-VURS-nis) both nouns.
This noun, which has made its way into the general vocabulary of many educated people, is included here for two reasons. By far the more important reason is that the noun affect, when seen in print, may confuse some readers, who are familiar primarily with the verb affect, which is pronounced e-FEKT and has such meanings as produce an effect in, impress the mind, touch or move, and pretend or assume artificially. In addition, the verbs affect and effect—the latter word is primarily used as a noun—are often confused by careless speakers and writers. If you doubt that any published writers fall victim to this confusion, consider that many current books, as well as a great number of today's newspapers, go to press with little, if any, editing. So you must take special care to use affect and effect correctly in your writing.
Many speakers and writers use aggravate to mean annoy or irritate, as in “The child's incessant questioning aggravated his grandmother” and in “Don't aggravate me.” They also use aggravation to mean annoyance, as in “I've had all the aggravation I can take.” So prevalent have these two meanings become that most dictionaries now show them as acceptable, but usually mark these usages as colloquial. The signal for good writers is clear: If you wish to speak and write well, stay away from aggravate meaning irritate and aggravation meaning annoyance. Reserve aggravate for worsen, aggravation for worsening.
Related words: aggravative (AG-re-VAY-tiv) adjective, aggravator noun.
Related word: aleatoric (AY-lee-e-TOR-ik) adjective.
So many speakers and writers use allude when they should use refer, which means direct attention to by naming, that allude is on the list of endangered words. For anyone who wishes to use the language carefully, allude for refer is a no-no. Example: “She alluded to her husband's obesity by loudly asking all the physicians at dinner whether they thought overeating was really bad for one's health.” “‘If you intend to refer to your husband's proclivities,’ replied the host, ‘I think you ought to pay for a consultation.’” Why abandon a word that has a useful, distinctive meaning? (See also refer.)
Related words: allusion (e-LOO-zhen) noun, allusive (e-LOO-siv) adjective, allusively adverb.
Related words: ambagiously adverb, ambagiousness noun.
Do not confuse ambiguous and ambiguity with ambivalent and ambivalence, which see.
Related words: ambiguously adverb, ambiguousness and ambiguity (AM-bi-GYOO-i-tee) both nouns.
There is a difference in the uses of ambivalence and ambiguity and the uses of their adjectival forms that is worth pointing out. Ambivalent is generally used to characterize the state of one's mind, while ambiguous is used to characterize something external to the mind. One may say, then, that people may often be ambivalent, but their writings should never be ambiguous. Again, the wording of a letter may be intentionally or unintentionally ambiguous, but the recipient of the letter may feel ambivalent toward its contents regardless of whether the letter is ambiguous or entirely clear, that is, unambiguous.
Related words: ambivalent adjective, ambivalently adverb.
Related word: amphigoric (AM-fe-GOR-ik) adjective.
Related word: amphoral adjective.
Many speakers and writers, apparently perceiving analogy as somehow a more attractive word than comparison, have taken to using analogy as a direct synonym for comparison, thus thrusting analogy onto the precipitous path to extinction as a useful word with its own meaning. Properly, a comparison, not an analogy, is drawn between like things or persons, for example, a comparison of the paintings of Renoir and Degas, the baseball achievements of Roger Maris and Mickey Mantle. One may, however, draw an analogy between the careers of a failed artist and an unsuccessful football player, since their careers are intrinsically different.
Related words: analogize (e-NAL-e-JIZ) verb; analog (AN-e-LOG), analogue, analogism (e-NAL-eJIZ-em), analogist (e-NAL-e-jist), and analogousness (e-NAL-e-ges-nis) all nouns; analogous adjective, analogously adverb.
Related words: anaphrodisia (an-AF-re-DEE-zhe) noun, anaphrodisiac (an-AF-re-DEE-zee-AK) adjective.
Related word: androgyny (an-DROJ-e-nee) noun.
Related word: anility (e-NIL-i-tee) noun.
Related words: animdaversional adjective, animadvert (AN-e-mad-VURT) verb.
Related word: anomaly (e-NOM-e-lee) and anomalousness both nouns.
See bulimia.
Related word: antepenult (AN-tee-PEE-nult) noun.
Related words: anthropomorphic adjective, anthropomorphize verb, anthropomorphosis (AN-thre-pe-MOR-fe-sis) noun.
Related words: anthropophagite (AN-thre-POF-e-JIT) noun; anthropophagic (AN-thre-pe-FAJ-ik), anthropophagical, and anthropophagous (AN-thre-POF-e-ges) all adjectives; anthropophagously adverb.
Related words: antipathetic (AN-ti-pe-THET-ik) adjective, antipathetically adverb, antipatheticalness and antipathist (an-TIP-e-thist) both nouns.
Related words: antonomastic (AN-te-noh-MAS-tik) and antonomastical both adjectives, antonomastically adverb.
Many dictionaries give eager as one of the meanings of anxious, therefore implicitly advising that the two adjectives may be used interchangeably. There is, however, good reason for keeping the two words separate, thus maintaining for anxious exclusive rights to troubled, uneasy in mind etc., while giving full privileges to eager in the sense of extremely desirous. The mingling of the two words may stem from the fact that, in sentence after sentence, a narrow difference in meaning may separate them. Think about it. Are we always sure that in a construction such as “We are anxious to see the matter settled,” the state of mind of the person saying this may be construed either as eager or as uneasy in mind? Well, that depends, doesn't it? Yet, when we say we are eager, no reader would misconstrue the thought as expressing anxiety. To avoid conveying the wrong impression in your own speech and writing, therefore, choose between the two words deliberately and consistently. Remember that a home-owner who is eager to sell the family home may be anxious that potential buyers will notice the unmistakable evidence of a basement that floods after every heavy rain.
Related words: anxiety (ang-ZI-i-tee) and anxiousness both nouns, anxiously adverb.
Related words: apiary (AY-pee-ER-ee) noun, apiarian (AY-pee-AIR-ee-en) adjective.
Related words: apocryphally adverb, apocryphalness noun.
Related words: apodictical adjective, apodictically adverb.
Related word: aposiopetic adjective (AP-e-SI-e-PET-ik).
Related words: apothegmatic (AP-e-theg-MAT-ik) and apothegmatical both adjectives, apothegmatically adverb.
Related word: apotheosize (e-POTH-ee-e-SIZ) verb.
Related words: appositely adverb, appositeness noun.
See apprise.
Do not confuse apprise with appraise, which means determine the worth of or put a price on or with appraisal, which means evaluation. Apprise is properly used in such sentences as “Be sure to apprise your clients immediately when we decide to downgrade our appraisal of any stock.”
Related word: aquilinity (AK-we-LIN-i-tee) noun.
Related words: arcanely adverb, arcaneness noun.
Related words: archetypal (AHR-ki-TI-pel), archetypic (AHR-ki-TIP-ik), archetypical (AHR-ki-TIP-i-kel) all adjectives; archetypally (AHR-ki-TIP-e-lee) and archetypically (AHR-ki-TIP-ik-lee) both adverbs.
Related word: argotic (ahr-GOT-ik) adjective.
Related word: arrantly adverb.
Related words: asperser noun, aspersive adjective, aspersively adverb.
Related words: asseveration (e-SEV-e-RAY-shen) noun, asseverative (e-SEV-e-RAY-tiv) and asseveratory (e-SEV-e-re-TOR-ee) both adjectives, asseveratively (e-SEV-e-RAY-tiv-lee) adverb.
Related words: assiduous (e-SIJ-oo-es) adjective, assiduously adverb, assiduousness noun.
Related words: assuagement and assuager both nouns.
Related words: atavistic (AT-e-VIS-tik) adjective, atavistically adverb.
Related word: atrabiliousness noun.
Do not confuse augur with auger, a noun that means a tool used in boring. Perhaps a sentence will help you remember the difference: “The carpenter's discovery that all his augers had been stolen did not augur well for the day's work that lay before him.”
Do not confuse auspicious with inauspicious, which means unfavorable, not of good omen. Perhaps a sentence will help you use the two words correctly: “Morning sunshine was taken as an auspicious sign that the game would go well for the Yankees, but soon enough there came the inauspicious report that their star pitcher had a lame arm.”
Related words: auspiciously adverb, auspiciousness noun.
Related words: autarchic (aw-TAHR-kik) and autarchical (aw-TAHR-ke-kel) both adjectives, autarchically adverb, autarchist (AW-tahr-kist) noun.
Related words: autochthonously (aw-TOK-the-nes-lee) adverb, autochthonism, autochthony, and autochthonousness all nouns.
Related words: autodidactic (AW-toh-dI-DAK-tik) adjective, autodidactically (AW-toh-dI-DAK-ti-klee) adverb.
Related words: avaricious (AV-e-RISH-es) adjective, avariciously adverb, avariciousness noun.
See adverse.
Related words: aversive (e-VUR-siv) adjective, aversively adverb, aversiveness noun.
Related words: avid (AV-id) adjective, avidly adverb, avidness noun.
Related words: avuncularity (e-VUNG-kye-LAR-e-tee) noun, avuncularly (e-VUNG-kye-ler-lee) adverb.
Related words: balefully adverb, balefulness noun.
Related words: banality (be-NAL-i-tee) noun, banally (be-NAL-ee) adverb.
Related words: banefully adverb, banefulness noun.
Related words: barratrous (BAR-e-tres) adjective, barratrously adverb.
Related words: basiliscine (BAS-e-LIS-in) and basiliscan (BAS-e-LIS-ken) both adjectives.
Related word: bathetic (be-THET-ik) adjective.
Related word: bemusement noun.
Related words: beneficently adverb, beneficence noun.
Related words: benightedly adverb, benightedness noun.
Related words: benignancy noun, benignantly adverb.
Related words: bibulously adverb, bibulousness and bibulosity (BIB-ye-LOS-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: bifurcate (BI-fer-kit) adjective, bifurcately (BI-fer-KAYT-lee) adverb, bifurcation (BI-fer-KAY-shen) noun.
Related words: blandisher and blandishment both nouns, blandishingly adverb.
Related words: blatantly adjective, blatancy noun.
Related words: blather verb, blatherer noun.
Related words: blencher noun, blenchingly adverb.
Related words: blitheful adjective, blithefully and blithely both adverbs, blitheness noun.
Related words: blithesomely adverb, blithesomeness noun.
Do not confuse bloc with block, which has many meanings, but not that of bloc.
Related words: bootlessly adverb, bootlessness noun.
Related words: bowdlerism (BOHD-ler-iz-em), bowdlerization (BOHD-ler-i-ZAY-shen), and bowdlerizer (BOHD-ler-IZ-er) all nouns.
Related word: braggadocian (BRAG-e-DOH-shee-en) adjective.
Related word: bravura adjective.
Related words: brigandage (BRIG-en-dij) noun, brigandish adjective, brigandishly adverb.
Related word: broacher noun.
Related word: bromidic (broh-MID-ik) adjective.
Related words: brusquely adverb, brusqueness noun.
Related word: buccally adverb.
Related word: bucolically adverb.
See anorexia nervosa.
Related word: bulimic (byoo-LIM-ik) adjective.
Related word: bulwark verb.
Related words: bumptiously adverb, bumptiousness noun.
Related word: burbler noun.
Related word: cachectic (ke-KEK-tik), cachectical, and cachexic (ke-KEK-sik) all adjectives.
Related words: cachinnation and cachinnator both nouns, cachinnatory (KAK-e-ne-TOR-ee) adjective.
Related words: cacodemonic (KAK-e-di-MON-ik) and cacodemoniac (KAK-e-di-MOH-nee-AK) both adjectives.
Related words: cacographer noun, cacographic (KAK-e-GRAF-ik) and cacographical both adjectives.
Related words: cairned and cairny both adjectives.
In rigorous adherence to the principle of descriptiveness, most conventional dictionaries have become guilty of attempted verbicide by indicating that callus (which see) is a noun meaning of callous, an adjective. In time, therefore, we can expect that most writers will be ignorant of the clear distinction between the two words that is maintained today by careful writers. Consider that until recently dictionaries identified this noun use of callous as a mistake in spelling, and that is how editors and writers should continue to regard it. Avoid calluses by learning how to type properly, not by callous disregard of good typing techniques.
Related words: callously adverb, callousness noun.
See the discussion at callous for guidance in differentiating the noun callus and the adjective callous.
Related words: calumniation (ke-LUM-nee-AY-shen) and calumniator (ke-LUM-nee-AY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: calumniate (ke-LUM-nee-AYT) verb, calumniation (ke-LUM-nee-AY-shen) and calumniator (ke-LUM-nee-AY-ter) both nouns, calumnious (ke-LUM-nee-es) and calumniatory (ke-LUM-nee-e-TOR-ee) both adjectives.
Related words: capriciously adverb, caprice (ke-PREES) and capriciousness both nouns.
Related words: captiously adverb, captiousness noun.
The noun carabao is often mispronounced by people who confuse it with the more familiar noun caribou, the magnificent North American deer, which is pronounced KAR-e-BOO.
Many speakers and writers confuse the verb career, meaning proceed at full speed, with the verb careen. So prevalent is this confusion that modern dictionaries commonly identify the two verbs as synonyms, thus shrinking the scope of the American language and inviting ambiguity. Fully trained editors do not encourage this confusion. Nor should you.
Related word: careener verb.
See careen.
See carabao.
Related word: carminative adjective, as in “Some carminative compounds may be purchased over the counter.”
Related words: castigation (KAS-ti-GAY-shen) and castigator (KAS-ti-GAY-ter) both nouns, castigative (KAS-ti-GAY-tiv) and castigatory (KAS-ti-ge-TOR-ee) both adjectives.
Related words: casuist (KAZH-oo-ist) noun, casuistic (KAZH-oo-IS-tik) and casuistical both adjectives, casuistically adverb.
Related words: catachrestic (KAT-e-KRES-tik) and catachrestical both adjectives, catachrestically adverb.
Related words: catechumenal and catechumenical (KAT-i-kyoo-MEN-i-kel) both adjectives, catechumenically adverb, catechumenate (KAT-i-KYOO-me-NAYT) and catechumenism (KAT-i-KYOO-me-niz-em) both nouns.
Related words: caterwaul and caterwauling both nouns.
Related words: cavil and caviler both nouns, cavilingly adverb.
Do not confuse censer with censor, which see.
Do not confuse censor with censer, which means incense burner. This confusion would appear to be merely an end product of poor spelling.
Related words: censor verb; censorable, censorial (sen-SOR-ee-el), and censorian (sen-SOR-ee-en) all adjectives.
Related word: ceruminous adjective.
Do not confuse chafe with chaff, which see.
Do not confuse chaff with chafe. While one of the meanings of chafe is irritate, and most people show irritation when they are chaffed, there is no reason to confuse the two verbs beyond their closeness of spelling. In short, when we chaff, meaning tease or mock good-naturedly, we may also chafe, meaning become annoyed, but that's the whole story.
Related word: chaffingly adverb.
Related words: charismatic (KAR-iz-MAT-ik) adjective, charismatize (ke-RIZ-me-TIZ) verb.
Related words: charily adverb, chariness noun.
Do not confuse childish with childlike, which see.
Related words: childishly adverb, childishness noun.
Be careful to maintain the distinction between childlike and childish when applying these adjectives to adults. Childlike is entirely complimentary, but childish in the sense of unsuitable for an adult is pejorative. While we may be charmed by childlike innocence in a woman, we surely are repelled by childish behavior in the same woman or in any other adult. In short, we admire childlike innocence and we abhor temper tantrums and other childish behavior in a grown man or woman.
Related word: childlikeness noun.
Related word: chrestomathic (KRES-te-MATH-ik) adjective.
Related word: cicisbeism (CHEE-chiz-BAY-iz-em) noun.
Do not confuse climactic with climatic, which see.
Related word: climactically adverb.
The confusion of the words climatic and climactic is usually a problem of pronunciation rather than usage. As you probably have noticed, climatic is frequently used mistakenly in substandard speech when climatic, a less commonly used adjective, conveys the intended meaning. Rarely, however, is climactic used when climatic is intended. While in published writing the confusion of climatic, pertaining to climate, and climactic, pertaining to a climax, is seldom seen, over time the confusion will probably begin to appear in books and newspapers and should be guarded against. What we say eventually influences what we write, as any teacher of writing knows.
Related words: climatically adverb.
Related words: coevality (KOH-i-VAL-i-tee) noun, coevally (koh-EE-ve-lee) adverb.
Related word: cognizably (KOG-ne-ze-blee) adverb.
Related word: colloquist noun.
Related word: comestible adjective.
Related words: commensurately adverb, commensurateness and commensuration (ke-MEN-se-RAY-shen) both nouns.
Related words: comminate (KOM-e-NAYT) verb, comminator noun, comminatory (ke-MIN-e-TOR-ee) and comminative (KOM-mi-NAY-tiv) both adjectives.
Careless writers sometimes use the noun and verb compliment to express the meanings of the noun and verb complement, giving editors one more error to correct. We welcome compliments and are quick to compliment anyone who deserves such courtesies, but compliments and compliment have nothing to do with complements. Complements may be essential, but they have nothing to do with complimenting or paying compliments. Clear enough?
Related words: complementarity (KOM-ple-men-TAR-i-tee) noun, complementary (KOM-ple-MEN-te-ree) adjective.
See complement.
Related words: complimentable (KOM-ple-MEN-te-bel) adjective, complimenter (KOM-pli-MENT-er) noun.
The first definition of comprise given above, include, consist of, is considered by skilled writers and editors to be the only acceptable one. It follows the hallowed dictum “The whole comprises the parts.” In fact, the second definition, suggesting “The parts comprise the whole,” is widely used and has been accepted for a long time. Nevertheless, there is a strong inclination among trained editors to make the first definition the one that a careful writer should follow, and the second definition one that a careful writer should avoid. Thus, instead of writing “Players comprise a small army,” you ought to write “Players constitute a small army” or “Players make up a small army.” Following the same practice, instead of saying “A team comprised of dozens of specialists,” you ought to write “A team composed of dozens of specialists.”
Related words: comprisable adjective, comprisal noun.
Do not confuse compulsive with compulsory, which see.
Related words: compulsively adverb, compulsiveness and compulsivity (KOM-pul-SIV-i-tee) both nouns.
The adjective compulsory has long been understood to mean enforced, as in compulsory education. It was clearly distinct in meaning from the adjective compulsive, which in psychological parlance means irresistible. With the growing influence of popular psychology, however, compulsive has drifted into everyday language and become confused with compulsory. The distinction between the two words should be maintained. Thus, compulsory education is required by the laws of our country, while compulsive gambling stems from a compulsion, an irresistible urge, to gamble. You must continue to keep these adjectives separate in your own writing, remembering that compulsive behavior is not mandated by law, but results from an inner urge entirely personal in nature.
Related words: compulsorily (kem-PUL-se-ri-lee) adverb, compulsoriness noun.
Related word: concatenated adjective, concatenation (kon-KAT-en-AY-shen) noun
Related words: concupiscence noun, concupiscently adverb.
Related word: condignly adverb.
Related words: confabulation (ken-FAB-ye-LAY-shen) and confabulator (ken-FAB-ye-LAY-ter) both nouns, confabulatory (ken-FAB-ye-le-TOR-ee) adjective.
See also innate.
Related words: congenitally adverb, congenitalness noun.
See denote.
Related words: connotation (KON-e-TAY-shen) noun, connotative (KON-e-TAY-tiv) and connotive (ke-NOH-tiv) both adjectives, connotatively and connotively both adverbs.
See comprise.
Related words: contemporaneity (ken-TEM-per-e-NEE-i-tee) and contemporaneousness both nouns, contemporaneously adverb.
Do not confuse continual with continuous, which see.
Related word: continually adverb.
Valid distinctions can be drawn between continuous and continual in characterizing attitudes and actions. Consider the definitions given for continual: 1. continuing over a long time without stopping or with only short breaks; intermittent. 2. always happening. Thus, one might correctly say, “Jack's continual drinking finally had taken its toll.” Jack's drinking surely has been continuing over a long time, and just as surely as it was always happening, it has been intermittent. No one drinks anything all the time. Now consider the first definition given for continuous: uninterrupted in time; continuing without a break. Thus, one might correctly say, “The minister's continuous interest in his congregants' welfare is never questioned.” Surely this interest was uninterrupted in time and continuing without a break. You would do well, therefore, to make continuous your adjective of choice for unending attitudes or actions; continual your adjective of choice for attitudes or actions that are interrupted from time to time.
Related word: continuously adverb.
Related words: contumaciously adverb; contumaciousness, contumacity (KON-tuu-MAS-i-tee), and contumacy (KON-tuu-me-see) all nouns.
Related words: contumeliously adverb, contumeliousness and contumely (KON-tuu-me-lee) both nouns.
Related words: coquettish adjective, coquettishly adverb, coquettishness noun.
Do not confuse corrigible with its antonym incorrigible, which means unrectifiable; not open to correction.
Related words: corrigibility (KOR-i-je-BIL-e-tee) and corrigibleness (KOR-i-je-bel-nis) both nouns, corrigibly adverb.
Related words: costively adverb, costiveness noun.
Related words: cozener noun, cozeningly adverb.
Related words: crapulously adverb, crapulousness and crapulosity (KRAP-ye-LOS-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: credibility and credibleness both nouns, credibly adverb.
Do not confuse creditable with credible, believable, or credulous, gullible, both of which see.
Related words: creditableness and creditability (KRED-it-e-BIL-i-tee) both nouns, creditably adverb.
Do not confuse credulous with credible or creditable, both of which see.
Related words: credulity (kre-DOO-li-tee) and credulousness (KREJ-e-les-nis) both nouns, credulously adverb.
Do not confuse crevasse with crevice, which means a narrow opening or crack.
When speakers or writers use criteria as a singular noun, they run counter to the practices of even the most permissive of lexicographers and the practices of all editors. The criteria was considered…STOP! A mistake has already been made. How did this error become so widespread in the speech and writing of the unskilled? Possibly because Latin plurals, for example, criteria and errata, lack the final letter s we are accustomed to in English plurals. But there may be more to it: Too many of us eagerly seize upon unfamiliar words and phrases, which somehow are thought to invest our thoughts with the appearance of learnedness. The result too often is that in doing so we make laughable errors and we appear unlearned. Remember that criterion is singular, and criteria is plural.
Related word: criterial (kri-TEER-ee-el) adjective.
Related words: cunctatious (kungk-TAY-shes) and cunctatory (KUNGK-te-TOR-ee) both nouns, cunctative (KUNGK-te-tiv) adjective.
Related word: cupidinous (kyoo-PID-i-nes) adjective.
Related word: curmudgeonly adverb.
Related word: cynosural (SI-ne-SHUUR-el) adjective.
Related word: dandler (DAN-dler) noun.
Related words: dastard adjective, dastardliness noun, dastardly adjective.
Related words: decanter and decantation (DEE-kan-TAY-shen) both nouns.
Related word: decrescence noun.
Related word: defalcate (di-FAL-kayt) verb.
Do not confuse definite with definitive, which see.
Related words: definitely adverb, definiteness noun.
Do not confuse definitive with definite, meaning clear and unmistakable, unambiguous. A definitive edition of a work is one that has authoritative status—it is considered the last word on a topic. The adjective definite cannot be used to modify “edition.” A definitive offer is one that is in final form and must be accepted or rejected without alteration of its terms. By contrast, a definite offer is one that is clearly stated. The mistaken use of definitive, meaning most authoritative, conclusive, instead of definite when the intended meaning is unambiguous may reflect a mind-set that leads some speakers and writers to employ words they regard as glamorous instead of staying with more common words they fully understand. Don't fall into this trap.
Related words: definitively adverb, definitiveness noun.
Related words: deflagrable (DEF-le-gre-bel) adjective, deflagrability (DEF-le-gre-BIL-i-tee) and deflagration (DEF-le-GRAY-shen) both nouns.
Related words: deleteriously adverb, deleteriousness noun.
Related words: delusively adverb, delusiveness noun.
Related word: demoniacally (DEE-me-NI-ik-lee) adverb.
Related word: demulcent adjective.
See connote.
Related words: denotative (DEE-noh-TAY-tiv) and denotive (di-NOH-tiv) both adjectives, denotation (DEE-noh-TAY-shen) noun, meaning the explicit meaning of a word, as distinct from its connotation.
Do not confuse deprecate with depreciate, which see.
Related words: deprecatingly adverb, deprecation (DEP-ri-KAY-shen) and deprecator (DEP-ri-KAY-ter) both nouns, deprecative (DEP-ri-KAY-tiv) and deprecatory (DEP-ri-ke-TOR-ee) both adjectives.
Careful writers do not use depreciate in its second sense, disparage, belittle. The confusion of depreciate with deprecate by many speakers and writers appears to reflect their familiarity with depreciate and their unfamiliarity with deprecate, which means express disapproval of. The two verbs are similar in spelling and fairly close in meaning—belittle may appear to be but one step removed from express disapproval of—and the more familiar word, depreciate, appears to be winning out. Indeed, descriptive dictionaries now treat the two words as synonyms. Careful speakers and writers, however, use both words appropriately. Prices depreciate; hostile critics deprecate. Modest people deprecate praise directed at them; nothing can depreciate deserved praise.
Related words: depreciation (di-PREE-shee-AY-shen) noun, depreciatory (di-PREE-shee-e-TOR-ee) adjective.
Related word: deracination (di-RAS-e-NAY-shen) noun.
Related word: derisible (di-RIZ-e-bel) adjective.
See derisory.
Related words: derisiveness noun, derisively adverb.
Derisory and derisive are close in meaning, but careful writers use the two adjectives differently. For example, something worthy of ridicule may be described as derisory, as in “Entry-level wages in our firm are derisory.” Again, a remark expressing derision may be characterized as derisive, as in “His derisive comments were intended to destroy his opponent's candidacy.”
“They were known for their inclination to destroy reputations of people they worked with, but they could truthfully say they never intended to derogate their immediate supervisor's authority.”
Related word: derogation (DER-e-GAY-shen) noun.
Related words: derogatorily (di-ROG-e-TOR-e-lee) adverb, derogatoriness (di-ROG-e-TOR-ee-nis) noun.
Do not confuse deserts with desserts, a word whose meaning we all understand. Hint: we look forward to a choice of desserts at the end of a good meal, but if we overeat to the point of suffering gastric pain, we are getting our just deserts.
Related words: despoiler and despoilment both nouns.
Related word: detrital (di-TRI-tel) adjective.
Related word: detumescent adjective.
Related word: devolvement noun.
Related words: dialectic, dialectal, and dialectical all adjectives, dialectician (DI-e-lek-TISH-en) noun.
Related words: dichotomic (DI-ke-TOM-ik) and dichotomous (dI-KOT-e-mes) both adjectives, dichotomically (DI-ke-TOM-i-klee) adverb, dichotomize (dI-KOT-e-MIZ) verb.
Related words: diffidence noun, diffidently adverb.
Related words: dilatorily adverb, dilatoriness noun.
Related words: dipsomaniac (DIP-se-MAY-nee-AK) noun, dipsomaniacal (DIP-se-me-NI-e-kel) adjective.
Related words: disaffectedly adverb, disaffectedness noun.
Do not confuse discomfit with discomfort, which see.
Related word: discomfiter noun.
Do not confuse the verb discomfort with the verb discomfit. Many of today's speakers and writers are not aware at all of the word discomfit, and when they occasionally meet the word in a book think it is a misprint. The most assiduous of such readers may turn to a dictionary for help, but the next time they meet the word they must go back to the dictionary. Rest assured that discomfit, meaning disconcert, is still in use and serves a good purpose, as does discomfort, a word that gives readers and writers no trouble.
Related words: discomfortable adjective, discomfortingly adverb.
Related words: disconsolately adverb, disconsolation (dis-KON-se-LAY-shen) and disconsolateness both nouns.
Do not confuse discreet with discrete, which see.
Related words: discreetly adverb, discreetness and discretion (dis-KRESH-en) both nouns.
Seldom can the transposition of two letters in a word create as much misunderstanding as in the mistaken use of discrete, individually distinct, in place of discreet, judicious, unostentatious, when the latter word is clearly intended. This error appears to stem from the tendency of unskilled writers to want to appear learned by using relatively uncommon words in place of common words. (Or could it merely be a keyboarding error that goes undiscovered by word processing features that check one's spelling?) Whatever the reason, discrete in place of discreet is an error that can hold a writer up to ridicule as well as to misunderstanding. Take care to avoid this confusion.
Related words: discretely adverb, discreteness noun.
Related words: disingenuously adverb, disingenuousness noun.
The adjective disinterested increasingly is misconstrued as a synonym for uninterested. So prevalent has this misuse become that descriptive dictionaries give uninterested as a second meaning of disinterested, although some supply the label colloquial for this sense, implicitly suggesting that this is the way ordinary people use the word and, perhaps, that the best speakers and writers do not accept this definition. An argument is made by descriptivists that disinterested historically was defined as indifferent; not interested, and that many people still use the word in this sense. Most careful 20th-century writers, however, choose not to accept this attitude. They find satisfaction in promoting the sense of impartial for disinterested, and you should cast your lot with them and indicate by the way you frame your sentences that you mean disinterested to be taken in the sense of impartial.
Related words: disinterestedly adverb, disinterestedness noun.
Related words: disparager and disparagement both nouns, disparaging adjective, disparagingly adverb.
Related words: disparately adverb, disparateness noun.
Related words: dispassion and dispassionateness both nouns, dispassionately adverb.
Related word: disquisitional adjective.
Related words: dissembler noun, dissemblingly adverb.
Related words: dissentience and dissentiency both nouns, dissentiently adverb.
Related words: ditherer noun, dithery adjective.
Related word: divagation (DI-ve-GAY-shen) noun.
Related word: doctrinairism (DOK-tre-NAIR-iz-em) noun.
Related word: dolmenic (dohl-MEN-ik) adjective.
Related words: dourly adverb, dourness noun.
Related words: drossy adjective, drossiness noun.
Related words: dubious (DOO-bee-es) adjective, dubiously adverb, dubiousness noun.
Related words: dutifully adverb, dutifulness noun.
See euphemism.
Related word: dysphemistic (DIS-fe-MIS-tik) adjective.
Related word: dysphoric adjective.
Related words: dystopian adjective, dystopianism noun.
See anxious.
Related words: ebullience and ebulliency both nouns, ebulliently adverb.
Related words: eclectically adverb, eclecticism (i-KLEK-te-SIZ-em) and eclecticist (i-KLEK-te-sist) both nouns.
Do not confuse ecology with environment, which means surroundings, especially those affecting people's lives. Misuse of ecology—a rapidly growing phenomenon—occurs in writing as well as speech, for example, in such locutions as “Pollution is contaminating our ecology.” Substitution of environment makes this sentence understandable as well as correct.
Related words: ecologic (EE-ke-LOJ-ik) and ecological both adjectives, ecologically adverb.
Do not confuse economic with economical, which see.
To set aright most succinctly the frequent confusion between economic and economical, consider the following: An economical person is not an economic person. And an economic historian is not an economical historian. Thus, economical has nothing to with economics, while economic has everything to do with economics. To conclude, writers may be economical, sparing, in their use of words, and scholars usually write economic tomes that may well be uneconomical, unsparing, in their use of words. So use both adjectives correctly in your own speech and writing. You will make your audience and your editors happy.
Related word: economically adverb.
Related word: edacity (i-DAS-i-tee) noun.
Related word: educible adjective.
See affect.
Do not confuse effective with effectual, which see.
Related words: effectively adverb, effectiveness and effectivity (i-fek-TIV-i-tee) both nouns.
The difference between the meanings of effective and effectual is rather subtle, but careful speakers and writers perceive this difference and choose between the two adjectives carefully. The best way to illustrate the difference is to point out that a law that is effective—operative, in effect—becomes effectual—answers its purpose—only when the law is enforced.
Related words: effectually adverb, effectualness and effectuality (i-FEK-choo-AL-i-tee) both nouns.
Related word: effectuation noun.
Related words: effetely adverb, effeteness noun.
Related words: efficaciously adverb, efficaciousness and efficacity (EF-i-KAS-i-tee) noun.
Related words: effulgence noun, effulgently adverb.
Related words: egregiously adverb, egregiousness noun.
Do not confuse elegy with eulogy, which see.
Related words: elegiac (EL-i-JI-ek) adjective, elegist (EL-i-jist) noun, elegize (EL-i-JIZ) verb
Related words: emanative (EM-e-ne-TIV) and emanatory (EM-e-ne-TOR-ee) both adjectives, emanation (EM-e-NAY-shen) and emanator (EM-e-NAY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: emasculate (i-MAS-kye-lit), emasculative (i-MAS-kye-LAY-tiv), and emasculatory (i-MAS-kye-le-TOR-ee) all adjectives; emasculation (i-MAS-kye-LAY-shen) and emasculator (i-MAS-kye-LAY-ter) both nouns.
Related word: embrocate (EM-broh-KAYT) verb
Related words: emetic adjective, emetically adverb.
Related words: emollience and emollient both nouns.
Do not confuse empathy with the well-known word sympathy, with several meanings, especially a feeling of pity or tenderness toward one suffering pain, grief, or trouble.
Related words: empathetic (EM-pe-THET-ik) and empathic (em-PATH-ik) both adjectives, empathetically and empathically both adverbs, empathize (EM-pe-THIZ) verb.
Related words: encomiastic (en-KOH-mee-AS-tik) adjective, encomiastically adverb.
Do not confuse endemic with epidemic, which see.
Related words: endemically adverb, endemism (EN-de-MIZ-em) and endemicity (EN-de-MIS-i-tee) both nouns.
See enervate.
In poor writing and speech, the verb enervate often appears mistakenly in place of energize, a well understood verb that means invigorate or give energy to. Writers and speakers may be misled perhaps by the similarity in spelling, perhaps by the dangerous impulse to choose an uncommon word wherever a common word will do. In this case, such writers substitute an antonym for the correct word, and thus end up saying exactly the opposite of what they want to say. In your own writing, stay away from unfamiliar words unless you first check them in a dictionary. Stressing elegance in word choice can lead you down the garden path.
Related words: enervation (EN-er-VAY-shen) and enervator (EN-er-VAY-ter) both nouns, enervative (EN-er-VAY-tiv) adjective.
Related words: engenderer and engenderment both nouns.
The noun enormity is used frequently with the meaning of enormous size or immensity. Whatever the historical justification for this definition, the use of enormity in this sense starts the other meanings of this valuable word down the path to extinction. While it easy to see the confusion of enormousness with enormity, careful writers and speakers do not fall into this trap. Nor should you. Use enormity in discussing heinous crimes, immensity in discussing great size.
See enormity.
Related words: entreatingly adverb, entreatment and entreaty both nouns.
Do not confuse enviable with the more common adjective envious, meaning full of envy. Thus, we write “She has an enviable reputation,” not an envious reputation. Writers who mistakenly use these words interchangeably—a definite no-no—are held in low regard by editors and intelligent readers.
Related words: enviableness noun, enviably adverb.
See enviable.
See ecology.
Related words: ephemerally adverb, ephemerality (i-FEM-e-RAL-i-tee) and ephemeralness (i-FEM-er-el-nis) both nouns.
Related word: epicenism (EP-i-SEEN-iz-em) noun.
See gourmet.
Do not confuse epidemic with endemic. The word epidemic is in common use and well known, but endemic, as an adjective meaning commonly found in a particular country or district or group of people, is less frequently used and is most likely to be used correctly by knowledgable epidemiologists. Try to remember.
Related words: epidemically adverb, epidemicity (EP-i-de-MIS-i-tee) noun.
Related words: epigonic (EP-i-GON-ik) adjective, epigonism (i-PIG-e-NIZ-em) noun.
Related words: epiphanic (EP-e-FAN-ik) and epiphanous (i-PIF-e-nes) both adjectives.
Do not confuse epithet with the well-understood epitaph, meaning words inscribed on a tomb or describing a dead person. While epitaph is almost never used incorrectly, epithet frequently appears incorrectly in student themes.
Related words: epithetic (EP-i-THET-ik) and epithetical (EP-i-THET-i-kel) both adjectives.
Epitome does not mean the best, even though many people think this is one of the word's meanings. Use the word only as defined above, for example, “She is the epitome of grace.”
Related words: epitomic (EP-i-TOM-ik) and epitomical (EP-i-TOM-i-kel) both adjectives, epitomize (i-PIT-e-MIZ) verb.
Related words: eponymic (EP-e-NIM-ik) and eponymous (e-PON-e-mes) both adjectives, eponymy (e-PON-e-mee) noun.
Do not confuse equable with equitable, which see.
Related words: equability (EK-we-BIL-i-tee) and equableness (EK-we-bel-nis) both nouns, equably adverb.
Do not confuse equitable with equable, meaning uniform, unvarying; even-tempered. A legal claim may be equitable; a region's weather conditions and a person's temperament may be equable.
Related words: equitableness noun, equitably adverb.
Related words: equivocacy (i-KWIV-e-ke-see), equivocality (i-KWIV-e-KAL-i-tee), and equivocalness (i-KWIV-e-kel-nis) all nouns; equivocally adverb.
Related words: equivocatingly (i-KWIV-e-KAYT-ing-lee) adverb, equivocation (i-KWIV-e-KAY-shen) and equivocator (i-KWIV-e-KAY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: eremitic (ER-e-MIT-ik), eremitical (ER-e-MIT-i-kel), and eremitish (ER-e-MI-tish) all adjectives; eremitism (ER-e-MIT-iz-em) noun.
Related words: eruct (i-RUKT) and eructate (i-RUK-tayt) both verbs, eructative (i-RUK-te-tiv) adjective.
Related words: eschewal and eschewer both nouns.
Do not confuse esoteric with exoteric, which see.
Related words: esoterica (ES-e-TER-i-ke) noun, esoterically adverb.
Related words: esurience and esuriency both nouns, esuriently adverb.
Related word: etiologist noun.
Do not confuse eulogy with elegy, meaning sorrowful music or poetry, especially a piece written as a lament for a dead person. The distinction is that a eulogy—not an elegy—is given at a funeral or memorial service and, particularly in modern times, may be cast as a message of general hope or of genial good humor.
Related words: eulogist noun, eulogize (YOO-le-JIZ) verb.
Do not confuse euphemism with euphuism, which see.
Related words: euphemist noun; euphemistic (YOO-fe-MIS-tik), euphemistical, and euphemious (yoo-FEE-mee-es) all adjectives; euphemistically and euphemiously both adverbs.
Do not confuse euphuism, an affected style, with euphemism, a roundabout expression. The former is considered excessively ornate, the latter inappropriately indirect, in contrast with modern writing, which values calling a spade a spade.
Related words: euphuist noun, euphuistic (YOO-fyoo-IS-tik) and euphuistical (YOO-fyoo-IS-ti-kel) both adjectives, euphuistically (YOO-fyoo-IS-ti-klee) adverb.
Related words: exacerbatingly (ig-ZAS-er-BAYT-eeng-lee) adverb, exacerbation (ig-ZAS-er-BAY-shen) noun.
Related word: excoriation (ik-SKOR-ee-AY-shen) noun.
Related words: exculpable (ik-SKUL-pe-bel) and exculpatory (ik-SKUL-pe-TOR-ee) both adjectives, exculpation (EK-skul-PAY-shen) noun.
Related words: execrableness noun, execrably adverb.
Related words: execration (EK-si-KRAY-shen) and execrator (EK-si-KRAY-ter) both nouns; execrative (EK-si-KRAY-tiv) and execratory (EK-si-kre-TOR-ee) both adjectives.
Related words: exegetic (EK-si-JET-ik) and exegetical both adjectives.
Related words: exemplarily (ig-ZEM-ple-re-lee) adverb, exemplariness and exemplarity (IG-Zem-PLAR-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: exemplifiable(ig-ZEM-ple-FI-e-bel) and exemplificative (ig-ZEM-ple-fi-KAY-tiv) both adjectives, exemplification (ig-ZEM-ple-fi-KAY-shen) and exemplifier (ig-ZEM-ple-FI-er) both nouns.
Do not confuse exhaustive with exhausted or exhausting, which are used primarily to mean fatigued and fatiguing respectively. An exhaustive search means a thorough search, not a tiring search.
Related words: exhaustively adverb, exhaustiveness noun.
Related words: existential adjective, existentialist adjective and noun, existentially adverb.
Do not confuse exoteric with esoteric, which means intended only for people with special knowledge or interest. Thus, esoteric is used to characterize knowledge or information that may be possessed by persons on the inside, exoteric to characterize knowledge or information that is widely available.
Related words: exoterically adverb, exotericism (EK-se-TER-i-siz-em) noun.
Related words: expatiation (ik-SPAY-shee-AY-shen) and expatiator (ik-SPAY-shee-AY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: expiable (EK-spee-e-bel) and expiatory (EK-spee-e-TOR-ee) both adjectives, expiation (EK-spee-AY-shen) and expiator (EK-spee-AY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: explicable (EK-spli-ke-bel), explicative (EK-spli-ke-tiv), and explicatory (EK-spli-ke-TOR-ee) all adjectives; explication (EK-spli-KAY-shen) and explicator (EK-spli-KAY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: expostulatingly (ik-SPOS-che-LAYT-ing-lee) adverb, expostulation (ik-SPOS-che-LAY-shen) and expostulator (ik-SPOS-che-LAY-ter) both nouns, expostulatory (ik-SPOS-che-le-TOR-ee) adjective.
Related word: expunger noun.
Related works: expurgation (EK-sper-GAY-shen) and expurgator (EK-sper-GAY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: extenuating and extenuative (ik-STEN-yoo-AY-tiv) both adjectives, extenuatingly adverb, extenuator noun.
Related words: extirpation (EK-ster-PAY-shen) and extirpator (EK-ster-PAY-ter) both nouns, extirpative (EK-ster-PAY-tiv) adjective.
Related word: extrinsically adverb.
Do not confuse factious with factitious, which see.
Related words: factiously adverb, factiousness noun.
Do not confuse factitious with its look-alike, factious. Factious has meanings related to factions. Factitious suggests manufacture; contrivance and artificiality.
Related words: factitiously adverb, factitiousness noun.
Related words: fainéance noun, also given as faineance (FAY-nee-ens).
Do not confuse fakir with faker, someone who tries to deceive people.
See notorious.
Related word: farraginous (fe-RAJ-e-nes) adjective.
Related words: fascicular (fe-SIK-ye-ler) and fasciculate (fe-SIK-ye-lit) both adjectives, fasciculation (fe-SIK-ye-LAY-shen) noun.
Related word: fatidically adverb.
Related words: fatuitous (fe-TOO-i-tes) adjective; fatuity (fe-TOO-i-tee), fatuitousness, and fatuousness (FACH-oo-es-nis) all nouns; fatuously (FACH-oo-es-lee) adverb.
Related word: febrifugal (FEB-re-FYOO-gel) adjective.
Related word: febrility (fi-BRIL-i-tee) noun.
Related words: fecklessly adverb, fecklessness noun.
Related word: feculence noun.
Related word: fecundity (fi-KUN-di-tee) noun.
Related words: feistily (FIST-i-lee) adverb, feistiness noun.
Related word: fellness noun.
Related words: fervidity (fur-VID-i-tee) noun, fervidly (FUR-vid-lee) adverb.
Related words: fetidly adverb, fetidness and fetidity (fe-TID-i-tee) both nouns.
Related word: fictively adverb.
Related words: flagitiously adverb, flagitiousness noun.
Related words: flatulence and flatulency both nouns, flatulently adverb.
Do not confuse flaunt with flout, which see.
Related words: flaunter noun, flauntingly adverb.
Related words: fleer noun, fleeringly (FLEER-ing-lee) adverb.
See jetsam.
Do not confuse flounder with founder, which see.
Related word: flounderingly adverb.
Careless writers and speakers, encouraged by the siren call of permissive dictionaries, may use flaunt, meaning display ostentatiously, when flout, meaning express scorn for, is the meaning intended. While this misuse is often seen, perhaps because the two verbs are close in pronunciation, it should be avoided. Here is a sentence that will help you remember the principal meanings of the two verbs: “People flaunt their ignorance when they flout established principles of good writing and speech.”
Related words: flouter noun, floutingly adverb.
Do not confuse forceful with forcible, which see.
Related words: forcefully adverb, forcefulness noun.
Some dictionaries treat forceful as one of the meanings of forcible, since people more and more use forcible in this sense. Notwithstanding, it is worthwhile to maintain the distinction between the two words. Careful writers and speakers use forceful in the sense of powerful and vigorous, forcible in the sense of accomplished by force. When inspired, most of us can deliver a forceful speech, but only a felon or an authorized person—for example, a police officer or a firefighter—can ever make a forcible entry.
Related words: forcibleness and forcibility (FOR-se-BIL-e-tee) both nouns, forcibly adverb.
Related word: forswearer noun.
The pronunciation of forte as FOR-tay is frequently heard but must be considered incorrect except when forte is intended as a term in music, with the meaning of loud or loudly.
Related word: forthcomingness noun.
Fortuitous is rapidly losing the meanings given above, with most writers and speakers preferring to use this adjective to mean lucky. The adjective they appear to have in mind—if indeed they think about what they are saying—is fortunate. So widespread is this rape of fortuitous that lucky or its equivalent is now given by many dictionaries as a second meaning of this otherwise excellent, unambiguous adjective. Careful writers and speakers resist this misguided use of fortuitous, but maybe they are fighting a losing battle. In your own work, fight the good fight to preserve fortuitous and keep editors happy.
Related words: fortuitously adverb, fortuitousness and fortuity (for-TOO-i-tee) both nouns.
See fortuitous.
Flounder, meaning move clumsily and with difficulty, is sometimes confused with founder, meaning fail completely and fill with water and sink. Undoubtedly, the similarity in spelling of the two verbs does not make life easy for careless writers and speakers, but the distinction between founder and flounder should be retained. Remember that you and I can flounder helplessly until we get our bearings, and while ships, political parties, organizations, and the like can also flounder as they try to make their way through difficult situations, when they are going down for the count, they are foundering. And that's as final as things can get.
Do not confuse fractious with factious, which has the meaning creating tension. The two words are so nearly identical in spelling that this confusion is understandable. But who ever said good writing is easy? Above all, don't become fractious when you must deal with factious people.
Related words: fractiously adverb, fractiousness noun.
Related words: frangibility (FRAN-je-BIL-i-tee) and frangibleness (FRAN-je-bel-nis) both nouns.
Related word: fratricidal (FRA-tri-SID-el) adjective.
Related word: frenetically adverb.
Related words: friability (FRI-e-BIL-i-tee) and friableness (FRI-e-bel-nis) both nouns.
Related words: frowzily (FROW-zi-lee) adverb, frowziness noun.
Related words: fugaciousness and fugacity (fyoo-GAS-i-tee) both nouns, fugaciously adverb.
Fulsome is an example of a word with a well-defined and useful meaning that is in danger of being lost because many writers use the word loosely, and permissive lexicographers write their definitions based on how writers use words rather than how writers should use words. Thus, because many uninformed writers, who may view fulsome as a synonym for full, use fulsome to convey the meaning of copious or abundant, modern dictionaries often include this sense in writing their definitions. While there is controversy over this use of fulsome, there is little doubt today that informed writers and their editors wish to preserve the meaning of fulsome as cloying, excessive, and disgusting. At the same time, because of the need to avoid ambiguity in your writing, you ought to use fulsome only to convey the meanings given above, and make it clear you do not mean copious or abundant.
Related words: fulsomely adverb, fulsomeness noun.
Related words: gastronomic (GAS-tre-NOM-ik) and gastronomical both adjectives, gastronomically adverb, gastronomist (ga-STRON-e-mist) and gastronomy (ga-STRON-e-mee) both nouns.
Related words: gauchely adverb, gaucheness noun.
Related words: gelidity (je-LID-i-tee) and gelidness (JEL-id-nis) both nouns, gelidly (JEL-id-lee) adverb.
Related words: genuflection (JEN-yuu-FLEK-shen) and genuflector (JEN-yuu-FLEK-ter) both nouns.
Related word: glossolalist (glaw-SOL-e-list) noun
Related words: gnostic (NOS-tik) adjective and noun, gnostical (NOS-ti-kel) adjective, gnostically adverb.
Do not confuse gourmand with gourmet, which see.
Related words: gourmandize (GUUR-men-DIZ) verb, gourmandise (GUUR-men-DEEZ) and gourmandism (GUUR-men-diz-em) both nouns.
Good writers and speakers do not use gourmet and gourmand as synonyms, even though many dictionaries bow to those who do not observe this distinction by supplying gourmet as one meaning of gourmand. It is important to be able to differentiate these two words, as even these same dictionaries implicitly do, since they stop short of supplying gourmand as one meaning of gourmet. Of course, their reason for doing so surely reflects the much less common use of gourmand, making it unlikely that writers will use gourmand mistakenly, if at all. As a careful writer, you ought to reserve gourmand for a person who can best be described as a glutton, gourmet for a person who can best be described as a connoisseur of good food and drink or epicure.
Related word: grabbler noun.
Related words: gracility (gra-SIL-i-tee) and gracileness (GRAS-il-nis) both nouns.
Related words: grandiloquence noun, grandiloquently adverb.
Related words: gratuitously adverb, gratuitousness noun.
Related word: grisettish adjective.
Mrs. Grundy, a character created by English playwright Thomas Morton in his play Speed the Plough (1798), personifies the tyrannical constraints of conventional opinion in matters of propriety. Although Mrs. Grundy does not appear in the play, her presence is strongly felt when her name repeatedly comes up in the question “What will Mrs. Grundy say?” The modern counter-part of this question is our own “What will the neighbors say?”
Related words: Grundyist and Grundyite (GRUN-dee-IT) both nouns.
Related words: hagiographer (HAG-ee-OG-re-fer) noun, hagiographic (HAG-ee-e-GRAF-ik) and hagiographical both adjectives.
Related words: haruspicy (he-RUS-pe-see) and haruspication (he-RUS-pi-KAY-shen) both nouns, haruspical (he-RUS-pi-kel) adjective.
Do not confuse healthful with healthy, which see.
Related words: healthfully adverb, healthfulness noun.
In discussing climate, diet, and other factors affecting health, our best writers and speakers employ healthful in the sense of conducive to good health. In describing a person, situation, business etc. showing health, our best writers employ healthy in the sense of having or showing good health or, as appropriate, prosperous or sound. So widespread is the confusion of healthy with healthful that—you guessed it—permissive lexicographers sprinkle holy water on this example of poor usage by treating the two words as synonyms. There is little hope of reversing this trend, but you will do yourself no harm by continuing to maintain the separate meanings of healthful and healthy. In doing so, you will mark yourself as a careful writer by continuing to have a healthy respect for the English language and do yourself a lot of good by following healthful practices in your daily life.
Related words: healthily adverb, healthiness noun.
Related word: hebdomadally adverb.
Related words: hebetate (HEB-i-TAYT) verb, hebetudinous (HEB-i-TOO-de-nes) adjective.
Related words: hegemonic (HEJ-e-MON-ik) and hegemonical both adjectives, hegemonism (hi-JEM-e-NIZ-em) and hegemonist (hi-JEM-e-nist) both nouns.
Related words: heinously adverb, heinousness noun.
Related words: henotheist (HEN-e-THEE-ist) noun, henotheistic (HEN-e-thee-IS-tik) adjective.
Related words: hermeneutic and hermeneutical both adjectives.
Related words: heterodoxly adverb, heterodoxy noun.
Related word: heuristically adverb.
Do not confuse historic with historical, which see.
Despite the willingness of some lexicographers to accept historic as a synonym for historical, the two words carry separate and useful meanings worth preserving. Consider that publication of a historical novel—one that deals with past events, whether factual or not—can intrigue us or leave us flat, but it seldom can achieve celebrity worthy of a place in history. On the other hand, a historic event—one that has made history—finds a place in history regardless of whether a novel is published that is based on the event. Again, a historical novel can achieve widespread readership even though it may not be based on a historic event, indeed even if it is based on an event that is actually the product of a novelist's imagination. Thus, you are advised to use this pair of adjectives as suggested here. Historic events may or may not become subjects of historical fiction.
Related word: historically adverb, historicalness noun.
Related word: histrionically adverb.
Related word: homuncular adjective.
Related words: honorific and honorifical both adjectives, honorifically adverb.
Related words: hortation (hor-TAY-shen) noun, hortatively (HOR-te-tiv-lee) and hortatorily (HOR-te-TOR-i-lee) both adverbs.
Related words: hoydenish adjective, hoydenism noun.
Related words: hubristic (hyoo-BRIS-tik) and hybristic (hI-BRIS-tik) both adjectives.
Do not confuse hyperbole with hyperbola (hI-PUR-be-le), in geometry a plane curve of two equal infinite branches.
Related words: hyperbolic (HI-per-BOL-ik) and hyperbolical both adjectives, hyperbolically adverb.
Related words: hypothecation (hI-POTH-e-KAY-shen) and hypothecator (hI-POTH-e-KAY-ter) both nouns.
Related word: iatrogenicity (I-A-tre-je-NIS-i-tee) noun.
Related words: iconoclasm (I-KON-e-KLAZ-em) noun, iconoclastic (I-KON-e-KLAS-tik) adjective, iconoclastically (I-KON-e-KLAS-ti-ke-lee) adverb.
Related words: idiosyncratic (ID-ee-oh-sin-KRAT-ik) adjective, idiosyncratically (ID-ee-oh-sin-KRAT-i-ke-lee) adverb.
Related words: ignominiously adverb, ignominiousness and ignominy (IG-ne-MIN-ee) both nouns.
Related words: illusorily (i-LOO-se-re-lee) adverb, illusoriness (i-LOO-se-ree-nis) noun.
Related words: immurement and immuration (IM-ye-RAY-shen) both nouns.
Related words: impalpability (im-PAL-pe-BIL-i-tee) noun, impalpably (im-PAL-pe-blee) adverb.
Related words: impassionedly adverb, impassionedness noun.
Related words: impassively adverb, impassiveness and impassivity (IM-pa-SIV-i-tee) both nouns.
Do not use impeach to mean convict a public official. First one is impeached, meaning charged, then one may or may not be convicted.
Related words: impeachable (im-PEE-che-bel) adjective, impeacher and impeachment both nouns.
Related words: impecuniously adverb, impecuniousness and impecuniosity (IM-pi-KYOO-nee-OS-i-tee) both nouns.
Do not confuse imply with infer, which see.
Related words: importunacy (im-POR-che-ne-see) and importunateness both nouns, importunately adverb, importune (IM-por-TOON) verb.
Do not confuse impractable with impractical, which means unwise or not practical and is used most often to denote unrealistic behavior in the management of one's finances. This distinction does not reflect the practice of permissive lexicographers, who bow to uninformed writers and speakers by treating impracticable and impractical as synonyms. A careful writer, however, preserves the differences in meaning of these two adjectives. You may find it helpful to realize that unwise management of one's resources may be termed impractical, while a foolish plan may be termed impractable because it will never be put into practice.
Related words: impracticability (im-PRAK-ti-ke-BIL-i-tee) and impracticableness (im-PRAK-ti-ke-bel-nis) both nouns, impracticably adverb.
Related words: imprecation (IM-pri-KAY-shen) and imprecator (IM-pri-KAY-ter) both nouns, imprecatory (IM-pri-ke-TOR-ee) adjective.
Related words: impugnable (im-PYOON-e-bel) adjective; impugnability, impugner, and impugnment all nouns.
Do not confuse inanition with inanity, which see.
When two words are similar in spelling, careless writers may think they share a meaning. So it is with inanity, which means silliness, and inanition, which means lack of vigor. These words are related in etymology, which accounts for their similarity in spelling, but have totally different meanings. Do not fall into the trap of confusing them. Try not to slip into inanity when you are exhausted or so hungry that you risk inanition.
Related words: inane (i-NAYN) adjective, inanely adverb.
Related words: inauspiciously adverb, inauspiciousness noun.
Related words: inchoately adverb, inchoateness noun.
Do not confuse incredible with incredulous, which see.
Related words: incredibility (in-KRED-e-BIL-i-tee) and incredibleness (in-KRED-e-bel-nis) both nouns, incredibly adverb.
When careless writers or speakers use incredulous, meaning unbelieving, in place of incredible, meaning unbelievable, they are guilty of an error that is becoming more and more common, particularly among ill-educated persons. No editor will let this boner pass, nor should you. Remember that you may appear incredulous when a high official of our national government shows incredible ignorance of how simple words are spelled.
Related words: incredulity (IN-kri-DOO-li-tee) and incredulousness (in-KREJ-e-les-nis) both nouns, incredulously (in-KREJ-e-les-lee) adverb.
Related words: indefatigability (IN-di-FAT-i-ge-BIL-i-tee) and indefatigableness (IN-di-FAT-i-ge-bel-nis) both nouns, indefatigably adverb.
Related words: indigenity (IN-di-JEN-i-tee) and indigenousness (in-DIJ-e-nes-nis) both nouns, indigenously adverb.
Related words: indomitability (in-DOM-i-te-BIL-i-tee) and indomitableness (in-DOM-i-te-bel-nis) both nouns, indomitably adverb.
Related words: induration (IN-duu-RAY-shen) noun, indurative (IN-duu-RAY-tiv) adjective.
Related words: inebriant (in-EE-bree-ent) and inebriation (in-EE-bree-AY-shen) both nouns, inebriate (in-EE-bree-it) and inebriated (in-EE-bree-AYT-id) both adjectives, inebriate (in-EE-bree-AYT) verb.
Related words: ineffability (in-EF-e-BIL-i-tee) and ineffableness both nouns, ineffably adverb.
Related words: ineluctability (IN-i-LUK-te-BIL-i-tee) noun, ineluctably adverb.
Related words: inexorability (in-EK-ser-e-BIL-i-tee) and inexorableness both nouns, inexorably adverb.
See notorious.
Related words: infelicitously adverb, infelicity noun.
Even though many people use infer and imply interchangeably, you should not fall into this practice, which obscures an important difference in meaning. Imply has as one of its meanings hint or suggest without stating directly, and the person performing such an action is actively hinting or suggesting. With infer, the person who is reaching an opinion from facts or reasoning is an interpreter of one's voice, facial expression, demeanor, etc. An easy way to keep these two verbs distinct from one another is to remember that the sender of an unstated message is implying, and the receiver of the message is inferring.
Related words: inference (IN-fer-ens) noun, inferential (IN-fe-REN-shel) adjective, inferentially adverb.
Related words: infrangibility (in-FRAN-je-BIL-i-tee) and infrangibleness both nouns, infrangibly adverb.
Do not confuse ingenious with ingenuous, which see.
Related words: ingeniously adverb, ingeniousness and ingenuity (IN-je-NOO-i-tee) both nouns.
The adjective ingenuous seems to have an attraction for ill-educated writers and speakers who are beguiled by the word's relative rareness compared with ingenious, a more common adjective they understand well. While ingenuous and ingenious a long time ago were synonyms, they now have entirely different meanings despite their similar spellings. Whatever the reason for the confusion of the two words, you must use them correctly. Ingenuous means unsophisticated, and ingenious means clever at inventing. Ingenious inventers who are ingenuous, therefore, will do well to hire a lawyer to protect their interests, lest they fail to protect themselves when dealing with possibly unscrupulous manufacturers interested in putting attractive inventions on the market.
Related words: ingenuously adverb, ingenuousness noun.
Related words: ingratiating and ingratiatory (in-GRAY-shee-e-TOR-ee) both adjectives, ingratiation (in-GRAY-shee-AY-shen) noun.
Related words: innocuously adverb, innocuousness and innocuity (IN-e-KYOO-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: inordinately adverb, inordinateness noun.
Related words: insatiately adverb, insatiateness and insatiety (IN-se-TI-e-tee) both nouns.
Related words: inscrutability (in-SKROO-te-BIL-i-tee) and inscrutableness (in-SKROO-te-bel-nis) both nouns, inscrutably adverb.
Related words: insensately adverb, insensateness noun.
Related word: instaurator (IN-staw-RAY-ter) noun.
Sense 2 of internecine has given thoughtful writers and some lexicographers much to argue about. They prefer not to use this adjective in any sense but mutually destructive or deadly, as in “The internecine war we waged in Europe in World War II,” which clearly was not a struggle within a nation. But anyone who holds to this puristic view is bound to lose out. You are well advised to use the term in either of the senses given above and not argue against either sense. Notwithstanding, when you wish to use internecine, make sure the context indicates clearly which sense you intend.
Related word: intestacy (in-TES-te-see) noun.
Related words: intumescence (IN-tuu-MES-ens) noun, intumescent adjective.
Related word: inuredness (in-YUUR-id-nis) and inurement, both nouns.
Related word: inveigher noun.
Related words: inveteracy and inveterateness both nouns, inveterately adverb.
Related words: invidiously adverb, invidiousness noun.
Related words: irascibility (i-RAS-e-BIL-i-tee) and irascibleness both nouns, irascibly adverb.
Related words: irrefragability (i-REF-re-ge-BIL-i-tee) and irrefragableness (i-REF-re-ge-bel-nis) both nouns, irrefragably (i-REF-re-ge-blee) adverb.
Related words: isocrat (I-se-KRAT) noun, isocratic (I-se-KRAT-ik) adjective.
Related words: iteration (IT-e-RAY-shen) noun, iterative (IT-er-e-tiv) adjective, iteratively adverb.
Related words: jejunely adverb, jejuneness and jejunity (ji-JOON-e-tee) both nouns.
See flotsam.
Related word: jettisonable (JET-e-sen-e-bel) adjective.
Related words: jocularity (JOK-ye-LAR-i-tee) noun, jocularly (JOK-ye-ler-lee) adverb.
Related words: jocundity (joh-KUN-di-tee) noun, jocundly (JOK-end-lee) adverb.
The aspect of jodhpurs that demands attention is its pronunciation, which is mistakenly and often heard as JOD-ferz. Take note of the correct pronunciation, JOD-perz, and remember to pronounce jodhpurs correctly.
Related word: jouster noun.
Related word: justiciability (ju-STISH-e-BIL-i-tee) noun.
Related word: juxtaposition (JUK-ste-pe-ZISH-en) noun.
Related word: Kafkaesquely (KAHF-ke-ESK-lee) adverb.
Related word: karmic (KAHR-mik) adjective.
Related word: kitschy adjective.
Related word: knout verb, punish with a knout.
Related word: kyphotic (kI-FOT-ik) adjective.
Related words: lachrymosely adverb, lachrymosity (LAK-re-MOS-i-tee) noun.
Related words: laconically adverb, laconicism (le-KON-e-SIZ-em) and laconism (LAK-e-NIZ-em) both nouns.
Related words: lacunal (le-KYOON-el), lacunar (le-KYOO-ner), lacunary (le-KYOON-er-ee), and lacunose (le-KYOO-nohs) all adjectives.
Related words: lambency (LAM-ben-see) noun, lambently adverb.
Related words: languidly adverb, languidness noun.
Related words: languorously adverb, languor and languorousness both nouns.
Related words: lecherous adjective, lecherously adverb, lecherousness and lechery (LECH-e-ree) both nouns.
Related word: legerdemainist (LEJ-er-de-MAYN-ist) noun.
Related word: lenitive adjective.
Related words: libidinal (li-BID-e-nel) and libidinous (li-BID-en-es) both adjectives, libidinally adverb.
Related words: limpidity (lim-PID-i-tee) and limpidness (LIM-pid-nis) both nouns, limpidly adverb.
Related words: lissomely adverb, lissomeness noun.
Do not confuse loath with loathe, which see.
Related words: loathly adverb, loathness noun.
Loathe, meaning feel great hatred, and loath, meaning reluctant, are easily confused, first because of their similar spellings, secondly because many speakers pronounce both words as lohth. To avoid this confusion, you are well advised to pronounce loath as lohth. Save lohth for loathe, and remember that one should be eager to love and loath to loathe.
Related words: loather (LOHTH-er) noun, loathsome (LOHTH-sem) adjective, loathsomely (LOHTH-sem-lee) adverb.
Related word: locum-tenency (LOH-kem-TEN-en-see) noun.
Related words: logomachic (LOH-ge-MAK-ik) and logomachical both adjectives, logomachist (loh-GOM-e-kist) and logomach (LOH-ge-MAK) both nouns.
Related word: lordotic (lor-DOT-ik) adjective.
Related words: lour and lower both nouns, loury (LOW-ree) and lowery (LOW-er-ee) both adjectives.
Related words: lubricity (loo-BRIS-i-tee) noun, lubriciously (loo-BRISH-es-lee) adverb.
Related words: lucency noun, lucently adverb.
Related words: lucubrate (LOO-kyuu-BRAYT) verb, lucubrator (LOO-kyuu-BRAY-ter) noun, lucubratory (loo-KYOO-bre-TOR-ee) adjective.
Related words: lugubriously adverb, lugubriousness and lugubriosity (le-GOO-bree-OS-i-tee) both nouns.
Do not confuse luxuriant with luxurious, which see.
Related words: luxuriance noun, luxuriantly adverb.
What a difference a change of suffixes makes! Many writers hesitate when having to make a choice between luxurious and luxuriant. While there is some argument over whether to accept these two adjectives as synonyms, you are best advised to take a hard line. Use luxurious in the sense of supplied with luxuries or very comfortable, and luxuriant in the sense of growing profusely, and you will be in excellent company, admired by editors and readers who appreciate careful usage. In short, you will be able to luxuriate, enjoy yourself, in the knowledge that your unimpeachable and carefully crafted prose style meets the highest standards.
Related words: luxuriate (lug-ZHUUR-ee-AYT) verb, luxuriously (lug-ZHUUR-ee-es-lee) adverb, luxuriousness and luxury (LUG-zhe-ree) both nouns.
Related words: lycanthrope (LI-ken-THROHP) noun, lycanthropic (LI-ken-THROP-ik) adjective.
Related words: macerater (MAS-e-RAYT-er), macerator and maceration (MAS-e-RAY-shen) all nouns; macerative (MAS-e-RAY-tiv) adjective.
Related words: magniloquence noun, magniloquently adverb.
Related words: maladroitly adverb, maladroitness noun.
Related words: maledictive (MAL-i-DIK-tiv) and maledictory (MAL-i-DIK-te-ree) both adjectives.
Related words: maleficent (me-LEF-e-sent) adjective, maleficence noun.
Related words: malevolence noun, malevolently adverb.
Related word: malingerer noun.
Related words: mammonish adjective, mammonism (MAM-e-NIZ-em) noun.
Related word: marmoreally adverb.
Related words: martinetish adjective, martinetism noun.
Related words: masticable (MAS-ti-ke-bel) and masticatory (MAS-ti-ke-TOR-ee) both adjectives, mastication (MAS-ti-KAY-shen) and masticator (MAS-ti-KAY-ter) both nouns.
Related word: matricidal (MA-tri-SID-el) adjective.
Related words: maudlinism and maudlinness both nouns, maudlinly adverb.
Related words: mawkishly adverb, mawkishness noun.
Many words are mistreated in everyday speech, perhaps none more than media in the sense given above. Media is clearly a plural form of medium (which also has the plural mediums when used in some other senses, for example, in speaking of persons who claim to be able to communicate with the spirits of dead persons). So pervasive is the misuse of media as a singular noun—consider “The media is biased”—that it is regularly seen even in publications of high quality. Further, if you ever hear “The media are unbiased” in a news broadcast, you can bet that the item in which it appeared was written, edited, or spoken by a well-educated person, for example, an honors graduate of a leading university. In short, media as a singular noun is on the verge of winning the battle. At the same time, however, if you have the good fortune to write for learned readers, you will avoid criticism if you consistently use media as a plural noun, medium as a singular noun.
Related words: menarcheal (me-NAHR-kee-el) and menarchial, pronounced the same way, both adjectives.
Related words: mendacity (men-DAS-i-tee) and mendaciousness (men-DAY-shes-nis) both nouns, mendaciously adverb.
Related words: mephitically adverb, mephitis (me-FI-tis) noun.
Related words: mercuriality (mer-KYUU-ree-AL-i-tee) and mercurialness (mer-KYUU-ree-el-nis) both nouns, mercurially adverb.
Related words: meretriciously adverb, meretriciousness noun.
Related word: mettlesome (MET-el-sem) adjective.
Related words: miasmal, miasmatic (MI-az-MAT-ik), miasmatical (MI-az-MAT-i-kel), and miasmic (mI-AZ-mik) all adjectives.
Related word: micturate (MIK-che-RAYT) verb.
Do not confuse militate with mitigate, which see.
Related word: militation (MIL-i-TAY-shen) noun.
Related words: mimetic (mi-MET-ik) adjective, mimetically adverb.
Related word: minatorily (MIN-e-TOR-i-lee) adverb.
Related words: misanthropic (MIS-en-THROP-ik) and misanthropical both adjectives, misanthropically adverb, misanthropy (mis-AN-thre-pee) noun.
Related word: miscegenetic (MIS-i-je-NET-ik) adjective.
Related word: miscreancy (MIS-kree-en-see) noun.
Related words: misogamic (MIS-e-GAM-ik) adjective, misogamist (mi-SOG-e-mist) noun.
Related word: misogynist noun.
In recent years mitigate has been appearing incorrectly when militate is intended. Militate means weigh heavily and is used correctly, for example, in “Only one factor militated against the success of our proposal.” Remember that it is never correct to mitigate against anything; it is correct to mitigate anything if it is thought to be deserving of mitigation, as in “His contrite behaviour mitigated our anger.” Editors reject as incorrect the use of mitigate in place of militate, and you should too.
Related words: mitigable (MIT-i-ge-bel), mitigative (MIT-i-GAY-tiv), and mitigatory (MIT-i-ge-TOR-ee) all adjectives; mitigation (MIT-i-GAY-shen) and mitigator (MIT-i-GAY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: monomaniac (MON-e-MAY-nee-AK) noun, monomaniacal (MON-e-me-NI-e-kel) adjective
Related word: mootness noun.
Related words: mordantly adverb, mordancy (MOR-den-see) noun.
Related word: morganatically adverb.
Related words: moribundity (MOR-e-BUN-di-tee) noun, moribundly (MOR-e-BUND-lee) adverb.
Related word: mountebankery (MOWN-te-BANGK-e-ree) noun.
Do not confuse mucous with mucus, which see.
Related word: mucosity (myoo-KOS-i-tee) noun.
The confusion of mucus and mucous can be understood readily. Not only are the two words spelled almost identically, but they are pronounced identically. Yet, no editors or writers worth their salt would fail to agree that mucus is a noun, and mucous is an adjective. So when they miss a confusion of the two words in a text they are working on, they are guilty of carelessness, not ignorance. Stay alert and avoid this boner.
Related word: muliebral (MYOO-lee-EB-rel) adjective.
Related words: mutability (MYOO-te-BIL-i-tee) and mutableness (MYOO-te-bel-nis) both nouns, mutably adverb.
Related word: nadiral (NAY-der-el) adjective.
Related words: narcissist (NAHR-se-sist) noun, narcissistic (NAHR-se-SIS-tik) adjective.
Related word: nascency (NAY-sen-see) noun.
Related word: natter noun.
See nauseous.
See nauseous.
Related words: nauseating (NAW-zee-AY-ting) adjective, nauseatingly adverb.
Some writers and editors insist stubbornly that nauseous should not be used in the second sense, experiencing nausea. Instead of “I feel nauseous,” they prefer to write “I feel nauseated.” Unfortunately for writers and editors so inclined, nauseous has been used in senses 1 and 2 for at least four centuries. Moreover, most people today use nauseous exclusively in sense 2, never thinking for a moment of speaking about nauseous medicines or nauseous anything else. So, whenever you feel sick to your stomach, ignore the advice of nauseating, self-proclaimed experts and express your feeling of nausea any way you wish. But first take something to restore you to good health.
Related words: nauseously adverb, nauseousness noun.
Related words: nebulously adverb, nebulousness noun.
Related words: necrological (NEK-re-LOJ-i-kel) and necrologic (NEK-re-LOJ-ik) both adjectives, necrologically (NEK-re-LOJ-e-klee) adverb, necrologist (ne-KROL-e-jist) noun.
Related word: necropolitan (NEK-re-POL-i-ten) adjective.
Related words: nefariously adverb, nefariousness noun.
Related words: neologist (nee-OL-e-jist) noun, neologistic (nee-OL-e-JIS-tik) and neologistical (nee-OL-e-JIS-ti-kel) both adjectives, neologize (nee-OL-e-JIZ) verb.
Related word: neonatally adverb.
Related word: neoterically adverb.
Related words: nepotist (NEP-e-tist) noun, nepotistic (NEP-e-TIS-tik) and nepotistical both adjectives.
Related word: nescient adjective.
Related word: nevoid (NEE-void) adjective.
Related word: nirvanic adjective.
Related words: noctambulant (nok-TAM-bye-lent), noctambulistic (nok-TAM-bye-LIS-tik), and noctambulous (nok-TAM-bye-les) all adjectives; noctambulism (nok-TAM-bye-LIZ-em) and noctambulation (nok-TAM-bye-LAY-shen) both nouns.
Related words: nocuously adverb, nocuousness noun.
Obviously, noisome shares no meaning with noise or noisy, yet careless writers mistakenly use this adjective as a synonym for noisy. Remember that while noisy environments may be thought of as noisome, it is because they are often considered to be harmful or offensive. The two adjectives are not even remotely synonymous.
Related words: noisomely adverb, noisomeness noun.
Many writers and speakers mistakenly use famous as an exact synonym for notorious, which is better thought of as a close synonym for infamous. Save famous for persons of enviable achievements and good reputations. Infamous persons are those having or deserving very bad reputations.
Related words: notoriously adverb, notoriousness and notoriety (NOH-te-RI-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: noxiously adverb, noxiousness noun.
Related word: nyctalopic (NIK-tel-OP-ik) adjective.
Related words: obduracy (OB-duu-re-see) and obdurateness (OB-duu-rit-nis) both nouns, obdurately adverb.
Related words: obeisant adjective, obeisantly adverb.
Related words: objurgation (OB-jer-GAY-shen) and objurgator (OB-jer-GAY-ter) both nouns, objurgative (eb-JUR-ge-tiv) and objurgatory (eb-JUR-ge-TOR-ee) both adjectives, objurgatively (eb-JUR-ge-tiv-lee) and objurgatorily (eb-JUR-ge-TOR-e-lee) both adverbs.
Related word: obnubilation (ob-NOO-be-LAY-shen) noun.
Related word: obsecration (OB-si-KRAY-shen) noun.
Related words: obsequiously adverb, obsequiousness noun.
Related words: obtruder and obtrusion (eb-TROO-zhen) both nouns, obtrusive (eb-TROO-siv) adjective, obtrusively adverb.
Related words: occludent adjective, occluder and occlusion (e-KLOO-zhen) both nouns.
Related words: ochlocrat (OK-le-KRAT) noun, ochlocratic (OK-le-KRAT-ik) and ochlocratical (OK-le-KRAT-e-kel) both adjectives, ochlocratically adverb.
Odious, influenced by its superficial resemblance to odorous, is frequently used mistakenly with the meaning of ill-smelling.
Speakers and writers who make this mistake open themselves to ridicule. Take care.
Related words: odiously adverb, odiousness noun.
Related words: oenophilia (EE-ne-FIL-ee-e) noun, oenophilic (EE-ne-FIL-ik) adjective.
Do not confuse officious with the well-known word official, even though some officials may be officious.
Related words: officiously adverb, officiousness noun.
Related words: oligarch (OL-i-GAHRK) noun, oligarchic (OL-i-GAHR-kik) and oligarchical both adjectives, oligarchically adverb.
Related words: operosely adverb, operoseness noun.
Related words: opprobriously adverb, opprobriousness and opprobrium (e-PROH-bree-em) both nouns.
Related word: ordurous (OR-jer-es) adjective.
Do not confuse orotund with rotund, which see.
Related word: orotundity (OR-e-TUN-di-tee) noun.
Related words: orthoepic (OR-thoh-EP-ik), orthoepical, and orthoepistic (OR-thoh-e-PIS-tik) all adjectives; orthoepist (or-THOH-e-pist) noun.
Related words: orthographer (or-THOG-re-fer) noun, orthographic (OR-the-GRAF-ik) and orthographical both adjectives, orthographically adverb.
Related words: oscitant (OS-i-tent) adjective, oscitance and oscitancy both nouns.
Related word: ostensibly (o-STEN-se-blee) adverb.
Related words: otiosely adverb, otioseness and otiosity (OH-shee-OS-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: overweeningly adverb, overweeningness noun.
Related words: oviparity (oh-ve-PAR-i-tee) and oviparousness (oh-VIP-er-es-nis) both nouns, oviparously adverb.
Related word: oxymoronic (OK-see-me-RON-ik) adjective.
Related words: palindromic (PAL-in-DROM-ik) and palindromical both adjectives, palindromically adverb, palindromist (pe-LIN-droh-mist) noun.
Related word: palliatively adverb.
Related words: pallidly adverb, pallidness noun.
Related words: palpability (PAL-pe-BIL-i-tee) and palpableness (PAL-pe-bel-nis) both nouns, palpably (PAL-pe-blee) adverb.
Related word: panacean (PAN-e-SEE-en) adjective.
Related word: pandemicity (PAN-de-MIS-i-tee) noun.
Related words: panegyrical adjective, panegyrically adverb, panegyrist (PAN-i-JIR-ist) noun, panegyrize (PAN-i-je-RIZ) verb.
Related words: paradigmatic (PAR-e-dig-MAT-ik) and paradigmatical both adjectives, paradigmatically adverb.
Whereas parameter formerly was primarily a scholarly word, used only in sense 1 above, recent years have seen its meaning extended in popular use to sense 2. Perhaps because parameter has a cachet lacking in boundary or limit, this once-rare word has rapidly become the word of choice for many speakers and writers, who use it only in sense 2 and appear entirely unaware of parameter in sense 1. Even educated persons use it in sense 2, but as a careful writer you will do well to use parameter exclusively in sense 1, for example, “Height and weight were the parameters of immediate interest to us.” When writing of boundaries or limits, use boundary or limit, two straightforward and simple words that everyone will readily understand.
Related words: parametric (PAR-e-MET-rik) and parametrical both adjectives.
Related words: paronomastic (PAR-e-noh-MAS-tik) adjective, paronomastically adverb.
Do not confuse parricide with patricide, which see.
Related word: parricidal (PAR-e-SID-el) adjective.
Related words: parsimonious (PAHR-se-MOH-nee-es) adjective, parsimoniously adverb, parsimoniousness noun.
Do not confuse patricide with parricide. A parricide is taken to mean a person who may kill close relatives, not just his father.
Related word: patricidal (PA-tre-SID-el) adjective.
Related words: patronizable (PAY-tre-NI-ze-bel) and patronizing (PAY-tre-NI-zing) both adjectives, patronization (PAY-tren-i-ZAY-shen) and patronizer (PAY-tre-NIZ-er) both nouns.
Related words: patulously adverb, patulousness noun.
Do not confuse peccable with peccant, which see.
Related word: peccability (PEK-e-BIL-i-tee) noun.
Keep the distinction between peccable, meaning capable of sinning, and peccant, meaning guilty of a moral offense. While one may argue that everyone is peccable, we hope that not everyone is peccant.
Related words: peccancy and peccantness both nouns, peccantly adverb.
Related words: peculate (PEK-ye-LAYT) verb, peculator (PEK-ye-LAY-ter) noun.
Related words: pederast (PED-e-RAST) noun, pederastic (PED-e-RAS-tik) adjective, pederastically adverb.
Related words: pejorative noun, pejoratively adverb.
Related words: pellucidity (PEL-uu-SID-i-tee) and pellucidness (pe-LOO-sid-nis) both nouns, pellucidly (pe-LOO-sid-lee) adverb.
Related words: percipience and percipiency both nouns.
Related words: perdurability (per-DUUR-e-BIL-i-tee) and perdurableness (per-DUUR-e-bel-nis) both nouns, perdurably (per-DUUR-e-blee) adverb, perdure (per-DUUR) verb.
Related words: peregrinate (PER-i-gre-NAYT) verb, peregrinator (PER-i-gre-NAY-ter) noun.
Related words: perfidiously adverb, perfidiousness and perfidy (PUR-fi-dee) both nouns.
Related words: peripatetically adverb, peripateticism (PER-e-pe-TET-e-SIZ-em) noun.
Related word: periphrastic (PER-e-FRAS-tik) adjective, periphrastically adverb.
Related words: perniciously adverb, perniciousness noun.
right in addition to wages or salary.
Related words: perseveration (per-SEV-e-RAY-shen) noun, perseverative (per-SEV-e-RAY-tiv) adjective.
Related words: personifiable (per-SON-i-FI-e-bel) adjective, personification (per-SON-e-fi-KAY-shen) and personifier (per-SON-e-FI-er) both nouns.
Do not confuse perspicacious with perspicuous, which see.
Related words: perspicacity (PUR-spi-KAS-i-tee) and perspicaciousness both nouns, perspicaciously adverb.
Permissive lexicographers, always eager to reflect common usage, may show perspicuous as a synonym for perspicacious, thereby encouraging writers to misuse the two words. While these adjectives have long been confused by the unwary, perhaps because their spellings are so similar, perspicuous and perspicacious have different meanings, and careful writers and editors are able to keep them apart. If you wish to use one of these adjectives to describe a person who expresses things clearly, choose perspicuous. Again, if you wish to characterize a piece of writing or an explanation as lucid, choose perspicuous. On the other hand, if you wish to characterize a person, a person's thoughts, or a piece of writing or an explanation as having or showing great insight, choose perspicacious. Show your perspicacity by thinking and writing perspicuously.
Related words: perspicuity (PUR-spi-KYOO-i-tee) and perspicuousness (per-SPIK-yoo-es-nis) both nouns, perspicuously adverb.
Related words: pertinacity (PUR-te-NAS-i-tee) and pertinaciousness (PUR-te-NAY-shes-nis) both nouns, pertinaciously adverb.
Related words: pettifogger and pettifoggery both nouns, pettifogging adjective.
Related words: petulant (PECH-e-lent) adjective, petulantly adverb.
Related words: piacularly adverb, piacularness noun.
Related words: picayunishly adverb, picayunishness noun.
Related word: pilosity (pI-LOS-i-tee) noun.
Related word: pinguidity (ping-GWID-i-tee) noun.
Related words: plangency noun, plangently adverb.
Related words: platitudinal (PLAT-i-TOOD-en-el) and platitudinous both adjectives, platitudinarian (PLAT-i-TOOD-en-AIR-ee-en) noun, platitudinize (PLAT-i-TOOD-en-Iz) verb.
A common error in speech is to pronounce this word as though it were written plentitude. An understandable error, but strictly a no-no. Like saying irregardless rather than regardless.
Related word: plenitudinous (PLEN-i-TOOD-e-nes) adjective.
Related words: pleonastic (PLEE-e-NAS-tik) adjective, pleonastically (PLEE-e-NAS-ti-ke-lee) adverb.
Related words: plethoric (ple-THOR-ik) adjective, plethorically (ple-THOR-i-ke-lee) adverb.
Related words: poetastering, poetasterism, and poetastry all nouns; poetastric (POH-it-AS-trik) and poetastrical (POH-it-AS-trikel) both adjectives.
Related words: polyhistoric (POL-ee-hi-STOR-ik) adjective, polyhistorian (POL-ee-hi-STOR-ee-en) and polyhistory both nouns; polymath and polymathic (POL-ee-MATH-ik) both adjectives, polymathy (pe-LIM-e-thee) noun.
Related word: postprandially adverb.
Do not confuse practicable with practical, which see.
Related words: practicability (PRAK-ti-ke-BIL-i-tee) and practicableness (PRAK-ti-ke-bel-nis) both nouns, practicably (PRAK-ti-ke-blee) adverb.
Writers and speakers, perhaps seduced by the fatal charm of an adjective less common compared with the perceived banality of an adjective encountered more often, slip into the trap of using practicable when they would be well advised to use practical. By doing so, they blur the important distinction between that which is usable, practicable, and that which is useful, practical. This happens particularly when writers and speakers are discussing plans, ideas, or the like. Thus, when they wish to say something is useful, the adjective of choice should be practical, perhaps ignoring the question of whether it can be accomplished. When, however, writers and speakers wish to say something is feasible or usable, that is, able to be put into practice, the adjective of choice should be practicable. Many things, many improvements, and the like may be said to be useful—practical—but how many useful ideas are also feasible—practicable? In trying to use the two adjectives correctly in your own writing and speech, it may be helpful to remember that many practical, useful, inventions may never see the light of day because they are not practicable, feasible or usable. In addition, many people may be characterized as practical, clever at doing or making things, but never as practicable.
Related words: practicality (PRAK-ti-KAL-i-tee) and practicalness (PRAK-ti-kel-nis) both nouns, practically (PRAK-ti-ke-lee) adverb.
Related words: pragmatism (PRAG-me-TIZ-em), pragmaticality (prag-MAT-i-KAL-i-tee) and pragmaticalness (prag-MAT-i-kel-nis) all nouns, pragmatically adverb.
Related words: prater (PRAY-ter) noun, pratingly adverb; prattler (PRAT-ler) noun, prattlingly adverb.
See prate
Do not confuse the adjective precipitate with precipitous, which see.
Related words: precipitately (pri-SIP-i-tit-lee) adverb, precipitateness (pri-SIP-i-tit-nis) and precipitator (pri-SIP-i-TAY-ter) both nouns, precipitative (pri-SIP-i-TAY-tiv) adjective.
The adjectives precipitous and precipitate—along with the corresponding adverbs precipitously and precipitately—are used interchangeably by writers and speakers who should know better. So prevalent is this confusion that permissive lexicographers, as one might expect, label the adjectives as synonyms in at least one sense. Well educated writers and their editors reject this practice, as should you. Reserve precipitous and precipitously for sentences in which the desired meaning is dangerously steep or steeply. Reserve precipitate and precipitately for sentences intended to convey the meaning of sudden and suddenly. Thus, you might write “They stopped just short of going over the rim of the precipitous cliff,” and “They voted against making any precipitate decisions.” Your editors will love you.
Related words: precipitously adverb, precipitousness noun.
Related words: precludable and preclusive (pri-KLOO-siv) both adjectives, preclusion (pri-KLOO-zhen) noun, preclusively adverb.
Related words: preponderance (pri-PON-der-ens), preponderation (pri-PON-de-RAY-shen), and preponderancy (pri-PON-de-ren-see) all nouns; preponderant (pri-PON-der-ent) adjective, preponderantly adverb.
Related words: presageful adjective, presagefully adverb, presager noun.
Related words: prescient adjective, presciently adverb.
Related word: presentimental (pri-ZEN-te-MEN-tel) adjective.
This entry is supplied primarily (no pun intended) to call attention to the correct pronunciations for the noun primer in its three meanings.
Related word: primevally adverb.
See probative.
Related words: profligacy (PROF-li-ge-see) and proligateness (PROF-li-git-nis) both nouns, profligately adverb.
Related word: prolegomenous (PROH-le-GOM-e-nes) adjective.
Related words: prolixity (proh-LIK-si-tee) and prolixness (proh-LIKS-nis) both nouns, prolixly (proh-LIKS-lee) adverb.
Related words: propitiable (pre-PISH-ee-e-bel), propitiative (pre-PISH-ee-AY-tiv), and propitiatory (pre-PISH-ee-e-TOR-ee) all adjectives; propitiation (pre-PISH-ee-AY-shen) and propitiator (pre-PISH-ee-AY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: propitiously adverb, propitiousness noun.
The confusion of the adjective prostrate, lying horizontal, helpless, with the noun prostate (PROS-tayt), a gland around the neck of the bladder in males, is a boner we hear too often on radio talk shows. Remember to join in the laughter when you hear “He was prostate with grief.” While prostate trouble may lead to grief, we all hope it does not leave the victim prostrate.
Related words: prostration (pros-TRAY-shen) and prostrator (PROS-tray-ter) both nouns, prostrative (PROS-tre-tiv) adjective.
Related word: protagonism noun.
Related word: proteanism (PROH-tee-en-iz-em) noun.
Related words: proximately adverb, proximateness and proximation (PROK-se-MAY-shen) both nouns.
Related words: prurience and pruriency both nouns, pruriently adverb.
Related words: puissance noun, puissantly adverb.
Related words: punctiliously adverb, punctiliousness noun.
Related words: purulence noun, purulently adverb.
Related words: pusillanimity (PYOO-se-le-NIM-i-tee) noun, pusillanimously (PYOO-se-LAN-e-mes-lee) adverb.
Related word: putatively adverb.
Related words: putrescence and putrescency both nouns.
Do not confuse quash with squash. Uprisings and indictments are quashed; hats and ripe grapes are squashed. But see squelch, which in one of its meanings is synonymous with quash.
Related words: querulously adverb, querulousness noun.
Related words: quintessential (KWIN-te-SEN-shel) adjective, quintessentially (KWIN-te-SEN-shee-el-ee) adverb.
Related word: quixotically adverb.
Related words: quotidianly adverb, quotidianness noun.
Related words: rabidity (re-BID-i-tee) and rabidness (RAB-id-nis) both nouns, rabidly adverb.
Related word: raconteuse (RAK-en-TUZ) noun, a woman thus skilled.
Related words: raffishly adverb, raffishness noun.
Related words: rancorous (RANG-ker-es) adjective, rancorously adverb, rancorousness noun.
Related word: randiness noun.
Related word: ranklingly adverb.
Related words: rapaciously adverb, rapacity (re-PAS-i-tee) and rapaciousness (re-PAY-shes-nis) both nouns.
Related words: ratiocinate (RASH-ee-OS-e-NAYT) verb, ratiocinative (RASH-ee-OS-i-NAY-tiv) adjective, ratiocinator (RASH-ee-OS-i-NAY-ter) noun.
Related word: razer noun.
Related word: recensionist noun.
Related words: recidivism (ri-SID-e-VIZ-em) noun, recidivistic (ri-SID-e-VIS-tik) and recidivous (ri-SID-e-ves) both adjectives.
Related words: reconditely adverb, reconditeness noun.
Related words: recreant adjective, recreantly adverb, recreance and recreancy both nouns.
Related words: recrimination (ri-KRIM-e-NAY-shen) and recriminator (ri-KRIM-e-NAY-ter) both nouns, recriminative (ri-KRIM-e-NAY-tiv) and recriminatory (ri-KRIM-e-ne-TOR-ee) both adjectives.
Related words: recrudescence (REE-kroo-DES-ens) and recrudescency both nouns, recrudescent adjective.
Related words: recumbence and recumbency both nouns, recumbently adverb.
Related words: redaction and redactor both nouns, redactional (ri-DAK-shen-el) adjective.
Related words: redintegration (red-IN-te-GRAY-shen) noun, redintegrative (red-IN-te-GRAY-tiv) adjective.
Related works: redolence and redolency both nouns, redolently adverb.
Related words: redundancy noun, redundantly adverb.
Related words: refractories plural noun meaning bricks used to line kilns, refractorily adverb, refractoriness noun.
Related words: refulgence, refulgency, and refulgentness all nouns; refulgently adverb.
Do not confuse regretful with regrettable, which see.
Related words: regretfully adverb, regretfulness noun.
Do not confuse regrettable with regretful. Actions, accidents, errors, and the like may be regrettable. People may feel regretful. So while you will surely make regrettable mistakes from time to time and feel properly regretful about your lapses, choose correctly when you are considering whether to use regretful or regrettable.
Related words: regrettableness noun, regrettably adverb.
Related word: reification (REE-e-fi-KAY-shen) noun.
Do not confuse religiose with religious, with a meaning easily understood. People who are religious are not necessarily religiose.
See religiose.
Related word: remanence noun.
Related words: remonstrance (ri-MON-strens), remonstration (REE-mon-STRAY-shen), and remonstrator (ri-MON-stray-ter) all nouns; remonstrative (ri-MON-stre-tiv) adjective; remonstratively (ri-MON-stre-tiv-lee) and remonstratingly (ri-MON-strayting-lee) both adverbs.
Related words: renitence and renitency, both nouns.
Related word: repiner noun.
Related words: revilement and reviler both nouns, revilingly adverb.
Related word: rhabdomancy (RAB-de-MAN-see) noun.
Related word: risibility (RIZ-e-BIL-i-tee) noun.
Related words: roisterous adjective, roisterously adverb.
Do not confuse rotund in sense 3 with orotund, which see. While the two adjectives are similar in spelling and both are used to characterize sounds made by the human voice, they carry different meanings. Orotund is defined as with full voice, imposing, dignified; pompous, pretentious. Rotund in sense 3 means sonorous, full-toned. Close, but no cigar. Notice particularly the final words of the definition of orotund: pompous, pretentious. In this sense orotund is far from complimentary, while rotund in sense 3 indicates nothing but praise for the characteristic thus described. So take care when using these troublesome adjectives.
Related words: rotundity (roh-TUN-di-tee) and rotundness both nouns, rotundly adverb.
Related word: rubicundity (ROO-be-KUN-di-tee) noun.
Related words: rubrician (roo-BRISH-en) and rubrist (ROO-brist) both nouns.
Related word: ruminantly adverb.
Related words: rumination (ROO-me-NAY-shen) and ruminator (ROO-me-NAY-ter) both nouns, ruminative (ROO-me-NAY-tiv) adjective, ruminatively (ROO-me-NAY-tiv-lee) adverb.
Related words: rustication (RUS-ti-KAY-shen) and rusticator (RUS-ti-KAY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: sacerdotalism (SAS-er-DOHT-el-IZ-em) and sacerdotalist (SAS-er-DOHT-el-ist) both nouns, sacerdotally adverb.
Related words: sagacity (se-GAS-i-tee) and sagaciousness (se-GAY-shes-nis) both nouns, sagaciously adverb.
Related words: salaciously adverb, salaciousness noun.
Related words: salubriously adverb, salubriousness and salubrity (se-LOO-bri-tee) both nouns.
Related words: salutarily (SAL-ye-TER-e-lee) adverb, salutariness (SAL-ye-TER-ee-nis) noun.
Related words: sanctimoniously adverb, sanctimoniousness and sanctimony (SANGK-te-MOH-nee) both nouns.
Do not confuse sanguinary with sanguine, which see.
Related words: sanguinarily (SANG-gwe-NER-i-lee) adverb, sanguinariness noun.
Do not confuse sanguine, optimistic, hopeful, with sanguinary, bloodthirsty. The resemblance of the two words sets a trap for the unwary. Remember that it never hurts to be sanguine, but sanguinary is a horse of a different color—red, for blood.
Related words: sanguinely adverb, sanguinness and sanguinity (sang-GWIN-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: sapidity (se-PID-i-tee), sapidness (SAP-id-nis) both nouns.
Related words: sapience and sapiency both nouns, sapiently adverb.
Do not confuse the noun sarcophagus with the adjective sarcophagous (sahr-KOF-e-ges), which means carnivorous, flesh-eating.
Related words: sardonically adverb, sardonicism (sahr-DON-i-siz-em) noun.
Related words: satiation (SAY-shee-AY-shen) and satiety (se-TI-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: saturninely adverb, saturninity (SAT-er-NIN-i-tee) and saturnineness (SAT-er-NIN-nis) both nouns.
Related words: scabrously adverb, scabrousness noun.
Do not confuse scapegoat with scapegrace, which see.
Related words: scapegoat verb, scapegoating and scapegoatism (SKAYP-goh-TIZ-em) both nouns.
Do not confuse scapegrace with scapegoat. The former is a relatively uncommon word, the latter an all too common word. A scapegrace is a rascal, constantly in trouble, and deserving of blame; a scapegoat is the undeserving recipient of blame. Thus, it would appear that anyone who must be called one thing or another may prefer to become a scapegoat rather than a scapegrace, since scapegoats are the victims of people of evil intent, and scapegraces earn their pejorative characterizations by virtue of their undesirable proclivities. So you must take care when using either of these words to choose the one that is correct for the meaning you intend to convey. And understand that scapegraces are often unjustifiably made scapegoats when wagging tongues are seeking to fix blame on someone.
Related words: scarifier and scarification (SKAR-e-fi-KAY-shen) both nouns.
Related words: sciolism (SI-e-LIZ-em) noun, sciolistic (SI-e-LIS-tik) adjective.
Related word: scoliotic (SKOH-lee-OT-ik) adjective.
Related words: scourger noun, scourgingly adverb.
Related words: scurrility (ske-RIL-i-tee) and scurrilousness (SKUR-e-les-nis) both nouns, scurrilously adverb.
Related words: sedulously adverb, sedulousness noun.
See abnegate.
Related words: semiologic (SEE-mee-e-LOJ-ik) and semiological both adjectives, semiologist (SEE-mee-OL-e-jist) noun.
Related word: sempiternally adverb.
Related word: senescence noun.
Do not confuse sensual with sensuous, which see.
Related words: sensually adverb, sensualism (SEN-shoo-e-LIZ-em), sensualist, and sensuality (SEN-shoo-AL-i-tee) all nouns.
Do not confuse sensuous with sensual. While both adjectives refer to experience gained through the senses, they differ markedly in interpretation. Sensual often carries an unfavorable connotation, for example, in such phrases as sensual excesses and sensual sunbathing in which one's curves are displayed. By way of contrast, sensuous offers such phrases as sensuous music and sensuous poetry, and no one ever came to a sordid end by indulging in the enjoyment of music or poetry that appeals to the senses.
Related words: sensuously adverb, sensuosity (SEN-shoo-OS-i-tee) and sensuousness both nouns.
Related words: sententiously adverb, sententiousness and sententiosity (sen-TEN-shee-OS-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: sepulchral (se-PUL-krel) adjective, sepulchrally (se-PUL-kre-lee) adverb.
Related words: sepultural (se-PUL-cher-el) adjective.
Related words: serendipiter, serendipitist, and serendipper all nouns; serendipitous adjective.
Related words: sesquipedalianism (SES-kwi-pi-DAYL-yen-iz-em) and sesquipedality (SES-kwi-pi-DAL-i-tee) both nouns.
Related word: sibylline (SIB-e-LIN) adjective.
Anyone who listens to talk radio or reads letters written to newspaper editors knows there is an army of poor speakers and writers for whom the elegant adjective simplistic holds a fatal fascination—fatal because these speakers and writers mistakenly use simplistic as a synonym for simple. And one thing simplistic is not is a synonym for simple. Anyone who uses simplistic must be certain he or she intends to convey the meaning of tending to simplify something unjustifiably. The adverb unjustifiably is the red flag alerting us to the negative connotation of simplistic. For example, telling Americans that by eliminating the Internal Revenue Service we will solve all our economic problems is usually taken by rational people to be an example of a simplistic proposal. And there are, of course, many other examples of simplistic reasoning. So remember that when you describe some idea or proposal as simplistic, you are criticizing it as you characterize it.
Related words: simplistically adverb, simplism (SIM-pliz-em) noun.
Related words: sluggard and sluggardly both adjectives, sluggardliness noun.
Related word: smegmatic (smeg-MA-tik) adjective.
Related word: sobriquetical (SOH-bre-KET-i-kel) adjective
Related words: sodomite (SOD-e-MIT) sodomist (SOD-e-mist) both nouns, sodomitical (SOD-e-MIT-i-kel) adjective, sodomitically adverb.
Do not confuse solecism with solipsism, which see.
Related words: solecist (SOL-e-sist) noun, solecistic (SOL-e-SIS-tik) and solecistical both adjectives, solecistically adverb.
Related words: solicitously adverb, solicitousness and solicitude (se-LIS-i-TOOD) both nouns.
The nouns solecism and solipsism are relatively uncommon words, sharing nothing but similarity of spelling and pronunciation, yet careless writers and speakers confuse the words. One meaning of solecism is a mistake in the use of language, and one meaning of solipsism is egoistic self-absorption. If you intend to use either of these words, keep their meanings firmly in mind so you will not be misled by superficial similarities. And while you avoid solecisms in your writing, beware of falling prey to solipsism.
Related words: solipsist (SOL-ip-sist) and solipsistic (SOL-ip-SIS-tik) both adjectives, solipsist noun.
Related words: somnambulant (som-NAM-bye-lent) and somnambulistic (som-NAM-bye-LIS-tik) both adjectives, somnambulate (som-NAM-bye-LAYT) verb, somnambulation (som-NAM-bye-LAY-shen) and somnambulist (som-NAM-bye-list) both nouns.
Related words: somnolence and somnolency both nouns, somnolently adverb.
Related words: sonority and sonorousness nouns, sonorously adverb.
Related words: sophist (SOF-ist) noun, sophistic (se-FIS-tik) and sophistical both adjectives, sophistically adverb.
Related word: soporifically adverb.
Related word: sororicidal (se-ROR-e-SID-el) adjective.
Related word: soubrettish adjective.
Related words: speciously adverb, speciousness noun.
Related word: splenetically adverb.
Notice that squelch in its second sense is synonymous with quash, which see.
Related words: squelcher noun, squelchingly adverb, squelchingness noun.
Do not confuse stanch with staunch, which see.
Related words: stanchable adjective, stancher noun.
Do not confuse the adjective stationary with the noun stationery. Both are pronounced identically, but there the similarity ends. Stationery is defined as writing materials, such as paper, envelopes, and the like.
The adjective staunch and the verb stanch are frequently confused. As you can see, the two words are pronounced identically, but listeners alert to the context in which they hear the words have no trouble. It is when encountering the words in a piece of writing that trouble may arise for readers. Beginning far back in the history of the language, the two words were merely spelling variants, used interchangeably, so writers had nothing to worry about. In the 20th century, however, staunch and stanch began to be treated as different words, the first meaning firm in attitude etc., the second meaning restrain a flow. Thus, even though some permissive dictionaries still may treat the two words as spelling variants, one of the things you must do as a careful writer is use staunch and stanch correctly. Remember to be staunch in your most cherished beliefs, and to stanch the flow of blood whenever you cut yourself badly. Also remember that staunch is an adjective, and stanch is a verb.
Related words: staunchly adverb, staunchness noun.
Related words: steatopygic (stee-AT-e-PIJ-ik) and steatopygous (stee-AT-e-PI-ges) both adjectives.
Related words: stratagemical (STRAT-e-JEM-i-kel) adjective, stratagemically adverb.
Many students of English style have remarked on the increasing use of strata as a singular, but editors and careful writers use it only as a plural. Until poor usage overwhelms the conventional use of strata as a plural, you would do well to use stratum consistently as a singular, and strata or stratums as plurals.
Related word: stratous adjective.
Related words: striction (STRIK-shen) noun, strictured (STRIK-cherd) adjective.
Related words: stridulation (STRIJ-e-LAY-shen) noun, stridulatory (STRIJ-e-le-TOR-ee) and stridulous (STRIJ-e-les) both adjectives.
Related words: stultification (STUL-ti-fi-KAY-shen) and stultifier (STUL-ti-FI-er) both nouns, stultifyingly (STUL-ti-FI-ing-lee) adverb.
Related words: sublimable (SUB-le-me-bel) and sublimational (SUB-le-MAY-she-nel) both adjectives, sublimableness (SUB-le-me-bel-nis) and sublimation (SUB-le-MAY-shen) both nouns.
Related word: subliminally adverb.
Do not confuse suggestible with suggestive, which see.
Related words: suggestibility (seg-JES-te-BIL-i-tee) and suggestibleness (seg-JES-te-bel-nis) both nouns, suggestibly (seg-JES-te-blee) adverb.
Do not confuse suggestive with suggestible. The confusion that can result from careless use of these two adjectives gives us a wonderful example of the difference a suffix can make. The adjective suggestive is most often used in the sense of tending to convey an indecent or improper meaning, while suggestible is most often used in the sense of easily influenced by people's suggestions. Facial expressions and activities may be suggestive, while people, their ideas, their thoughts, and the like may be suggestible. Be careful in your use of these adjectives.
Related words: suggestively adverb, suggestiveness noun.
Related words: superannuated adjective, superannuation (SOO-per-AN-yoo-AY-shen) noun.
Related words: superciliously adverb, superciliousness noun.
Related words: supererogate (SOO-per-ER-e-GAYT) verb, supererogatory (SOO-per-e-ROG-e-TOR-ee) adjective, supererogatorily adverb, supererogator (SOO-per-ER-e-GAY-ter) noun.
Related word: supernally adverb.
Related words: supervenience (SOO-per-VEEN-yens) and supervention (SOO-per-VEN-shen) both nouns, supervenient (SOO-per-VEEN-yent) adjective.
Related words: supinely adverb, supineness noun.
Related words: suppliant adjective, suppliantly adverb, suppliantness noun.
Related words: suppuration (SUP-ye-RAY-shen) noun, suppurative (SUP-ye-RAY-tiv) adjective.
Related words: susurrant (suu-SUR-ent) and susurrous (suu-SUR-es) both adjectives, susurrus (suu-SUR-es) noun.
Related words: sybaritic (SIB-e-RIT-ik) and sybaritical both adjectives, sybaritically adverb, sybaritism (SIB-e-ri-TIZ-em) noun.
Related words: sycophancy (SIK-e-fen-see) and sycophantism both nouns; sycophantic (SIK-e-FAN-tik), sycophantical, and sycophantish all adjectives; sycophantically (SIK-e-FAN-tik-e-lee) and sycophantishly (SIK-e-FAN-tish-lee) both adverbs.
Related words: symbiotic (SIM-bee-OT-ik) and symbiotical both adjectives, symbiotically adverb.
Related words: synecdochic (SIN-ik-DOK-ik) and synecdochical (SIN-ik-DOK-i-kel) both adjectives, synecdochically (SIN-ik-DOK-ik-e-lee) adverb.
Related words: synergist (SIN-er-jist) noun; synergetic (SIN-er-JET-ik), synergistic (SIN-er-JIS-tik), and synergic (si-NUR-jik) all adjectives; synergistically (SIN-er-JIS-ti-ke-lee) adverb.
Related words: taciturnity (TAS-i-TUR-ni-tee) noun, taciturnly (TAS-i-TURN-lee) adverb.
Related words: talismanic (TAL-is-MAN-ik) and talismanical both adjectives, talismanically adverb.
Related word: tarantist (TA-ren-tist) noun.
Related word: tartuffery (tahr-TUUF-e-ree) noun, tartuffian (tahr-TUUF-ee-en) adjective.
Related word: tauromachian (TOR-e-MAY-kee-en) adjective.
Related words: tautological (TAW-te-LOJ-i-kel), tautologic, and tautologous (taw-TOL-e-ges) all adjectives; tautologically and tautologously both adverbs; tautologist (taw-TOL-e-jist) noun.
Related words: taxonomic (TAK-se-NOM-ik) and taxonomical both adjectives, taxonomically adverb, taxonomist (tak-SON-e-mist) and taxonomer both nouns.
Related words: temerariously adjective, temerariousness and temerity (te-MER-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: tendentially adverb, tendentiousness noun.
Related words: tenuously adverb, tenuousness and tenuity (te-NOO-i-tee) both nouns.
Related words: tergiversation (TUR-ji-ver-SAY-shen) tergiversator (TUR-ji-ver-SAY-ter), and tergiversant (TUR-ji-VUR-sent) all nouns; tergiversatory (TUR-ji-VUR-se-TOR-ee) adjective.
Related word: termagant adjective, meaning shrewish; bullying; termagantly adverb.
Related words: thaumaturgic (THAW-me-TUR-jik) and thaumaturgical both adjectives, thaumaturgy (THAW-me-TUR-jee) noun.
Related word: thralldom (THRAWL-dem) noun.
Related words: threnodial (thri-NOH-dee-el) and threnodic (thri-NOD-ik) both adjectives, threnodist (THREN-e-dist).
Do not confuse titillate with titivate, which see.
Related words: titillatingly (TIT-el-AYT-ing-lee) adverb, titillation (TIT-el-AY-shen) noun, titillative (TIT-el-AY-tiv) adjective.
The temptation to treat titivate and titillate as synonyms is apparently so strong that some dictionaries list titivate as a synonym for the much older word titillate, when the only connection between the two verbs is their similarity of spelling. Titillate means tickle, and titivate means spruce up. In your own writing and speech, you should retain the distinction between the words, always keeping in mind that mistaken use of titivate will titillate educated readers and listeners.
Related words: titivation (TIT-e-VAY-shen) and titivator (TIT-e-VAY-ter) both nouns.
Related word: titubant (TICH-uu-bent) adjective.
Related word: tonsure verb, meaning subject to tonsure.
Related words: toothsomely adverb, toothsomeness noun.
Related words: torpidity (tor-PID-i-tee), torpidness (TOR-pid-nis), and torpor (TOR-per) all nouns; torpidly adverb.
Do not confuse tortuous with torturous, which see.
Related words: tortuosity (TOR-choo-OS-i-tee) and tortuousness (TOR-choo-es-nis) both nouns, tortuously adverb.
It is doubtful whether tortuous will ever recover from the ever-growing misuse of torturous, meaning excruciating, when a context calls for tortuous, meaning full of twists and turns. So painful is this misuse to anyone who values clear expression that not even permissive lexicographers are willing to bless this corruption. The message is clear: Be good to your editor and hold fast on the distinction between tortuous and torturous. No matter how tortuous your path through life, remember that twists and turns cannot break your bones, but torturous treatment by an alert and sadistic editor can be excruciating.
Related word: torturously adverb.
Related words: tractability (TRAK-te-BIL-i-tee) and tractableness (TRAK-te-bel-nis) both nouns, tractably adverb.
Related words: traducement and traducer both nouns, traducingly adverb.
Related words: transcendence (tran-SEN-dens) and transcendency both nouns, transcendingly adverb.
Related words: translucence and translucency both nouns, translucently adverb.
Related words: transmutable adjective; transmutability (trans-MYOOT-e-BIL-i-tee), transmutableness (trans-MYOOT-e-bel-nis), and transmuter all nouns; transmutably adverb.
Some writers do not use transpire in sense 2, occur, happen, given above. For example, they prefer to write “Something awful was about to happen” rather than “Something awful was about to transpire.” Surely there is something to be said in favor of using the simpler word happen in such sentences, but there is nothing wrong with using transpire in this sense, as it has been for at least two centuries. And your readers will readily understand transpire used this way. So this is a case of you pays your money and you takes your choice.
Related words: transpirable (tran-SPIR-e-bel) and transpiratory (tran-SPIR-e-TOR-ee) both adjectives.
Related word: triage adjective, meaning performing triage.
Related words: troglodytic (TROG-le-DIT-ik) and troglodytical both adjectives, troglodytism (TROG-le-dI-TIZ-em) noun.
Related word: trollopy adjective.
Related words: truculence and truculency both nouns, truculently adverb.
Uninformed speakers and writers mistakenly use truism as a synonym for truth. As the definition above indicates, a truism, unlike truth, is seen as self-evident, obvious. Thus, truism is uncomplimentary, while truth surely is complimentary. So take care in keeping the two nouns distinct.
Related words: truistic (troo-IS-tik) and truistical both adjectives.
Related word: tsunamic (tsuu-NAH-mik) adjective.
Do not confuse turbid with turgid, which see.
Related words: turbidity (tur-BID-i-tee) and turbidness (TUR-bid-nis) both nouns, turbidly adverb.
In characterizing someone's literary style, do not confuse turgid in sense 1, overblown, grandiloquent, with turbid in sense 2, unclear, obscure. The spellings of these two adjectives invite confusion, and even knowledgable writers and editors fall into error. Again, turgid is somewhat more common than turbid and thus is likely to be used mistakenly when the sense of unclear, obscure is intended. To review the bidding: Remember that while turgid writing is properly thought of as overblown or grandiloquent, such writing may at the same time also be considered turbid, unclear or obscure. Yet, these two adjectives are clearly distinguishable from one another, and in your writing you must take care in using them, showing readers by your context which of the two derogatory meanings you intend. In fact, turgid writing is so often turbid that your task is not simple. Good luck.
Related words: turgidity (tur-JID-i-tee) and turgidness (TUR-jid-nis) both nouns, turgidly (TUR-jid-lee) adverb.
Related word: tyrannicidal (ti-RAN-e-SID-el) adjective.
Related words: ubiquity (yoo-BIK-wi-tee) and ubiquitousness both nouns, ubiquitously adverb.
Related words: ululant (YOOL-ye-lent) adjective, ululation (YOOL-ye-LAY-shen) noun.
Related words: umbrageous (um-BRAY-jes) adjective, umbrageously (um-BRAY-jes-lee) adverb.
Related word: unbosomer (un-BUUZ-e-mer) noun.
Related words: unconscionableness noun, unconscionably adverb.
Related words: unctuously adverb, unctuosity (UNGK-choo-OS-i-tee) and unctuousness both nouns.
Related words: unequivocally adverb, unequivocalness noun.
See disinterested for guidance in the uses of uninterested and disinterested.
Related words: uninterestedly adverb, uninterestedness noun.
Related word: unmitigatedly adverb.
Related word: untowardness noun.
Related words: unwittingly adverb, unwittingness noun.
Related words: urbanity (ur-BAN-i-tee) and urbaneness (ur-BAYN-nis) both nouns, urbanely adverb.
Related word: uxoricidal (uk-SOR-e-SID-el) adjective.
Related words: uxoriously adverb, uxoriousness noun.
Related words: vacuity (va-KYOO-i-tee) and vacuousness (VAK-yoo-es-nis) both nouns, vacuously adverb.
Related words: vainglorious (vayn-GLOR-ee-es) adjective, vaingloriously adverb, vaingloriousness noun.
Related words: valetudinary adjective, valetudinarianism (VAL-i-TOO-de-NAIR-ee-e-NIZ-em) noun.
Related words: vapidity (va-PID-i-tee) and vapidness (VAP-id-nis) both nouns, vapidly adverb.
Related word: variorum noun, meaning a variorum edition.
Do not confuse venal with venial, which see.
Related words: venality (vee-NAL-i-tee) noun, venally (VEEN-e-lee) adverb.
Some writers and speakers confuse venial, meaning trifling or pardonable, with venal, meaning corruptible. Since these words are so far apart in meaning, this confusion seems to be caused solely by the closeness in spelling of the two words. Although this sin of confusion by writers and readers may be venial, or pardonable, most of us believe venality, or corruptibility, is never pardonable. Let us resolve, therefore, to do our best (1) to over-come even trivial, or venial, personal faults and (2) to avoid venality, or corruptibility, completely by eschewing any behavior that may be characterized as venal.
Related words: veniality (VEE-nee-AL-i-tee) and venialness (VEE-nee-el-nis) both nouns, venially adverb.
Related words: veraciousness and veracity (ve-RAS-i-tee) both nouns, veraciously adverb.
Related words: verboseness and verbosity (ver-BOS-i-tee) both nouns, verbosely adverb.
Related words: veridicality (ve-RID-i-KAL-i-tee) noun, veridically (ve-RID-i-ke-lee) adverb.
Related words: veritableness noun, veritably adverb.
Related words: vernacular adjective, vernacularly adverb.
Related words: viability (VI-e-BIL-i-tee) noun, viably (VI-e-blee) adverb.
Related words: vicariously adverb, vicariousness noun.
Related words: vicissitudinary (vi-SIS-i-TOO-de-NER-ee) and vicissitudinous (vi-SIS-i-TOO-de-nes) both adjectives.
Related words: vincibility (VIN-si-BIL-i-tee) and vincibleness (VIN-se-bel-nis) both nouns.
Related words: viraginian (VIR-e-JIN-ee-en) and viraginous (vi-RAJ-e-nes) both adjectives, viraginity (VIR-e-JIN-i-tee) noun.
Related words: viscidity (vi-SID-i-tee) and viscidness (VIS-id-nis) both nouns, viscidly adverb.
Related words: viscosity (vi-SKOS-i-tee) and viscousness both nouns, viscously adverb.
Related words: vitiable (VISH-ee-e-bel) adjective, vitiation (VISH-ee-AY-shen) and vitiator (VISH-ee-AY-ter) both nouns.
Related words: vituperation (vI-TOO-pe-RAY-shen) and vituperator (vI-TOO-per-AY-ter) both nouns, vituperative (vI-TOO-per-e-tiv) adjective, vituperatively adverb.
Related words: viviparism (vi-VIP-e-riz-em), viviparity (VIV-e-PAR-i-tee), viviparousness (vi-VIP-er-es-nis) all nouns; viviparously adverb.
Related words: vociferant (voh-SIF-e-rent) adjective and noun, vociferation (voh-SIF-e-RAY-shen) noun, vociferous (voh-SIF-e-res) adjective, vociferousness noun.
Related words: volatility (VOL-e-TIL-i-tee) and volatileness both nouns.
Related words: volitional and volitionary (voh-LISH-e-NER-ee) both adjectives, volitionally adverb.
Related words: volubility (VOL-ye-BIL-i-tee) and volubleness (VOL-ye-bel-nis) both nouns, volubly adverb.
Related words: voracity (vaw-RAS-i-tee) and voraciousness (vaw-RAY-shes-nis) both nouns, voraciously adverb.
Related word: vouchsafement (vowch-SAYF-ment) noun.
Related words: voyeurism (vwah-YUR-iz-em) noun, voyeuristic (VWAH-ye-RIS-tik) adjective, voyeuristically adverb.
Related words: wantonly adverb, wantonness noun.
Related words: waspishly adverb, waspishness noun.
Related words: wheedler noun, wheedlingly adverb.
Related word: whetter noun.
Related words: willfully adverb, willfulness (WIL-fel-nis) noun.
Related word: winnower noun.
Related word: wontless adjective.
Related word: wreaker noun.
Related word: yahooism (YAH-hoo-iz-em) noun.
Related words: yeastily (YEE-sti-lee) adverb, yeastiness noun.
Related word: zealotry (ZEL-e-tree) noun.
Related words: zealously adverb, zealousness noun.
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