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AFTERWORD


I finished the majority of the work on this book in late 2019. Because of
 a lot of factors, not the least of which being COVID-19, the release had
 long been delayed. In this gap in time, the world of cartoon and toy
 licensing has continued on. Fans have been treated to multiple She-Ra
 seasons on Netflix as well as a new He-Man series.
Disney+ has become a place dedicated to crafting the Star Wars
 mythology via prestige television, cartoons, movies, and everything in
 between. I was caught up in Baby Yoda madness like everyone else.
The Mandalorian and The Book of Boba Fett have cultivated their
 own new figures for adults and children. The original Boba Fett action
 figure, despite not having a functioning rocket launcher as advertised
 and despite having a very small role in the first three Star Wars films,
 became one of the most popular action figures and truly one of the
 most popular characters in all of Star Wars.


By the time the Star Wars prequels came out, Boba Fett (and his
 father, Jango Fett) were given a more impactful role in the Star Wars
 saga. Now that Disney has begun creating their string of movies and
 TV for Disney+, Boba Fett’s cultural history is poised to become the
 central storyline for the entire Star Wars saga, which has grown in
 scope greatly.
This is a credit to the power of childhood play and the ability
 of Disney and others to capitalize on the deeply ingrained latent
 advertising power from the early 1980s campaigns. And, of course,
 incredible character design.
When Boba Fett himself finally popped up in Disney+’s The
 Mandalorian for one of his first big scenes, we see he does indeed still
 have his rocket launcher—and this time it fired.
In 2024, the copyright for the original version of Mickey Mouse
 will expire, and Mickey will enter the public domain. It looks like it’s
  
    
    






actually going to happen this time. Winnie the Pooh has already
 entered the public domain. This is, of course, only the Steamboat
 Willie version of Mickey—all other versions will remain protected by
 Disney until they expire.
Walmart re-released the original He-Man action figures in 1980s
 replica packaging. If you head over there today, you can pick up a He-
 Man figure just like you did as a child, plus all-new figures based on
 the new cartoon.
Moses Ingram, who played the main villain Reva Sevander in
 Disney+’s Obi-Wan Kenobi, was immediately hit with racist backlash
 by “fans” of the Star Wars universe, just like John Boyega and Kelly
 Marie Tran before her. The problem of the obsessive, racist Star Wars
 fans is one that doesn’t seem to be going away.


I am not a hater of these toy properties at all. I, like many of my
 generation, have been hypnotized by Star Wars, He-Man, Transformers,
 and G.I. Joe. I’ve gone back and watched The Transformers: The Movie
 many times in my life. The nostalgia for these toys is a strong and
 powerful emotion for me. This is what led me to make this book, to do
 the research. I just don’t think that feeling I have now was put there by
 accident. It was done by force.
I even have a fantasy sometimes of living in a 1980s Toys“R”Us
 with all of the old toys still there in their original packaging, and I
 can just open them all up and play with them. I just have to stop
 myself because it’s such a capitalist fantasy that’s been placed in
 my imagination. Still, here I am at 40 plus years of age living it out
 vicariously via vintage-toy Instagram and TikTok accounts. I look at an
 action figure and still covet it like I am five years old with no access to
 my own money to spend.
What can I say? Like so many of my generation, He-Man is my
 Rosebud.
—BRIAN "BOX" BROWN, JANUARY 2023
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MORE NOTES FROM THE AUTHOR


PAGE 15
 I was introduced to Edward Bernays’s ideas in Adam Curtis’s 2002
 documentary The Century of Self.
PAGE 26
 Much of the research from this section comes from the PBS documentary
 American Experience: Walt Disney.
PAGE 47
 The house is one of many homages to The Simpsons in the book.
PAGE 50
 The “skewed version of reality” section is based on the work of Jean
 Kilbourne. She’s done the most comprehensive work looking at sexism/
 racism in advertising. I interviewed her for this project. Her works include
 the documentary series Killing Us Softly: Advertising’s Image of Women
 and the book Can’t Buy My Love: How Advertising Changes the Way We
 Think and Feel.


PAGE 62
 The Simpsons house returns here.
PAGE 90
 Leonard Maltin’s 1995 interview with George Lucas. I first saw these on the
 Star Wars Trilogy re-release VHS tapes. Really put the whole original trilogy
 in perspective for me. I was only three when Return of the Jedi came out. I
 saw it in the theater, though. I remember sleeping through most of it.
PAGE 99
 Some of this is depicted in the Netflix series The Toys That Made Us.
PAGE 118
 The Jim Shooter men’s room story has been told in many places, including
 on Jim Shooter’s own website.
    
    
    






PAGE 119
 Here we have more from the Netflix series The Toys That Made Us.
PAGE 161
 Again, this is taken from The Toys That Made Us.
PAGE 181
 This comes from a series of interviews with Ron Friedman by the Television
 Academy Foundation. interviews.televisionacademy.com/interviews/ron
 -friedman
PAGE 196
 Some of these quotes come from the documentary The Power of Grayskull:
 The Definitive History of He-Man and the Masters of the Universe.
PAGE 216
 Here we have more of that Leonard Maltin interview with George Lucas.
PAGE 235
 This quote was pulled from Disney’s 2012 video to shareholders announcing
 the acquisition of Lucasfilm. youtube.com/watch?v=mkgP19APekU
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