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PREFACE, 1937
SAN DIEGO: A California City is one of the publications written

by members. of the Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress
Administration. Designed primarily to give useful employment to needy
unemployed writers and research workers, this project has utilized their
experience and abilities in the preparation for the American people of a
portrait of America-its history, folklore, scenery, cultural backgrounds,
social and economic trends, and racial factors.

Many books and brochures are being written for the American Guide
Series. As they· appear in increasing numbers we hope the public will
come to appreciate more fully not only the unusual scope of this under
taking, but also the devotion shown by the workers-from the humblest
field worker to the most accomplished editor engaged in the final critical
revision of the manuscript. The Federal Writers' Project, directed by
Henry G. Alsberg, is administered by Ellen S. Woodward, Assistant
Administrator.

(Signed) HARRY L. HOPKINS
Administrator.
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FOREWORD, 1937
San Diego has long been in need of a compact, comprehensive

guide book which would not only be of aid to the thousands of annual
tourists, but also of interest to residents desirous of knowing the full
range of San Diego's colorful history. In the past this need has been
satisfied either by voluminous works, far too bulky for handy reference, or
by small brochures, tantalizing in their brevity.

It is no easy matter to select well from the thousands of relevant
and irrelevant facts which have gone into the making of history here
during almost four centuries. That so many have been included, and
woven into so compact a form, is this book's chief merit, and will far
outweigh, I believe, any individual group interests which might be dis
turbed by particular omissions. The necessity of presenting a close-knit
picture of the total scene has been at all times the compilers' principle,
and a perusal of this volume must convince the reader of that constant
attention.

San Diego is becoming increasingly aware of its historical heritage
-the knowledge that it was the birthplace of California. All historical
growths have been strengthened by their traditional backgrounds, and
San Diego is more than blessed with its centuries of ever-varying cultural
influences. This book is a record of all that, as well as of the city's
present development and potentialities as a commercial and industrial
center. It is for this reason that the Historical Society has undertaken
the sponsorship of SAN DIEGO: A California City; It has historical,
and, we believe, genuine literary value.

The work of the San Diego Federal Writers' Project must not be
judged too lightly because this book can be quickly read. In its final
form it is the composite effort of many individuals-a cooperative ven
ture-a social undertaking in the finest sense of the word. More than
a year and a half was spent in compiling facts, weighing evidence, writ
ing and rewriting the material. That it shows a unity of purpose and an
evenness of writing is a credit to the spirit of the whole Writers' Project
whose individual members were able to subordinate personal tastes and
interests to the accomplishment of a good job.

LEROY A. WRIGHT, President
San Diego Historical Society.

Xl
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INTRODUCTION

VIVA LOS GUIDEÑOS
The WPA guide to San Diego paints a vivid picture of a charming city 
just before the federal patronage of the Second World War transformed it 
utterly. When the book was first published, in 1937, San Diego had no 
national profile to speak of, not even a becoming nickname. Thanks to 
Edmund Wilson’s 1931 travel essay, “The Jumping-Off Place,” the city 
had attained some notoriety as “America’s suicide capital,” but as nick-
names go, that wasn’t going to be of much help. It was probably “Amer-
ica’s most Iowan city outside Iowa,” but San Diego’s convention and 
visitors’ bureau—the first in the United States—didn’t know what to do 
with that one either. Mayor Pete Wilson wouldn’t christen San Diego 
“America’s Finest City” until three decades later. So the editors of this 
WPA guide went with “San Diego: A California City.” Whatever this 
may have lacked in grandeur,  it certainly had accuracy going for it. San 
Diego was still a fairly  blank slate in 1937, and its amorphous quality 
supplied a good part of its snoozy charm.

Plenty of this congeniality has carried over into the guide now before 
you. Nearly trim enough to double as a bookmark for the WPA’s 700-
page guide to California, the San Diego guide got the job done in short 
order and occasionally high style. It also beat the Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco, and California guides into print by a good two years. (Because San 
Diego: A California City was already out, the city gets only a hasty once-
over in the California WPA guide.) The slim volume even looked good, 
thanks to a striking woodcut of Balboa Park on the cover by Coit Tower 
and Grabhorn Press artist Harold Mallette Dean.

The Federal Writers Project (FWP) had come about on July 27, 
1935, when President Roosevelt signed it into law. Part of the New 
Deal’s Works Progress Administration, the Project recognized that scrib-
blers, no less than stonemasons, muralists, and bridge builders, needed 
work. For any reader, the crowning glory of the New Deal will always be 
this and the other American Guides, a series of travel books to 48 states, 
many cities, and any number of deserts, rivers, and other wonders—all 
created to “hold up a mirror to America.” John Steinbeck navigated by 
the guides to write Travels With Charley, where he called them “the most 
comprehensive account of the United States ever got together, and noth-
ing since has even approached it.”

The American Guide Series, in turn, was but one endeavor of the 
FWP, which also turned out a raft of invaluable studies, including oral 
histories of freed slaves. The FWP, meanwhile, was but a single arm of 
Federal One, which also included the music, art, and theater projects 
that gave Orson Welles, among other artists, their biggest sandbox to 
date. And Federal One—stay with me here—was part of the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA), which belonged to a whole Scrabble 
rack of acronyms that came out of the New Deal. Finally, the New Deal 
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was shorthand for all the programs devised to fight the Depression under 
the leadership of the most effective monogram of them all: FDR. He 
wrote every guide in this series or nobody did.

IT MAKES A FELLOW PROUD TO BE A SOLDIER
If San Diego didn’t have a strong identity before World War II, it had 
one in spades afterward. The great wartime mobilization left no Pacific 
city unchanged, but San Diego may be the only one that never really 
changed back. The war solidified its reputation as a garrison town and, 
from a certain perspective, a garrison town it still arguably is.

In hindsight, perhaps it always was. San Diego erected California’s 
first presidio before it built its first mission. Later, the city burned that 
mission to the ground. Los Angeles and San Francisco can feud all they 
want over who really deserves the laurels as the “Athens of the West,” 
but the Sparta of the West’s stripes are hardly in question. World War II 
only ratified what almost two centuries of history had foreordained: San 
Diego is where California gets ready to fight, and readiness is how San 
Diego makes its poke.

This economic underpinning survives from the area’s earliest days. The 
annals of San Diego are chockablock with stories of wobbly Spanish out-
posts that averted disaster only with the timely arrival of yet another 
well-provisioned military expedition. As the WPA guide’s handy Chron-
ology tells it (handier, frankly, if it had preceded or followed the text 
than marked its midpoint), the landing of the San Antonio in 1770  
under the command of skipper Don Juan Perez “save[d] the colony from 
starvation.”

Allowing for the usual anachronisms, history is a specialty of this 
WPA guide—as one might hope of a volume “sponsored and published” 
by the San Diego Historical Society. Just how extensively the local Writ-
ers Project office coordinated with the historical society defies easy recon-
struction, but “History” remains the longest chapter in the book, 
excluding the road tours (themselves distinguished by plentiful historical 
asides), and is among the strongest.

Hardly anyone writes history today as it was written in 1937, a fact 
for which the working class, people of color, especially Native Ameri-
cans, and just about everybody else may count themselves grateful. Make 
no mistake, there be howlers here. Look no farther than page 10 in “The 
Contemporary Scene,” where we learn that San Diego “still has that 
touch of easygoing, mañana (Sp., tomorrow) spirit typical of Latin-Ameri-
can existence, which makes the city unhurried, conservative, and sure of 
itself.” One need not be an Aztlan separatist to suggest that San Diego’s 
1937 sleepiness owed less to any inbred Latin-American sloth than to 
the growing preponderance of relaxing retirees, tourists, and other gringos 
(Sp., Americans).

To the guide’s credit, some heroes of westward expansion fare little 
better than the natives. The book’s account of the bloodiest engagement 
of the Mexican-American War, the Battle of San Pasqual, spares General 
Stephen Kearny no indignity, and reads well besides:



xv

“In the night Kearny marched against the enemy; and, in spite of 
the pouring rain, the undernourished men and horses, and the 
ill-advised tactics of attacking an enemy in strange territory 
without knowing his size and strength, Kearny decided on a 
surprise attack and advanced  .  .  .  Without waiting for the rear 
guard, and with little intelligent planning, the detachment was 
commanded to charge. The Californians, seeing the smallness of 
the American force descending upon them, formed in line and 
met the charging force upon their lances. The slaughter was 
brief. After 19 Americans were killed and 16 wounded, the 
 unharmed Californians galloped into the hills and surrounded 
 Kearny’s whole force.” (36)

Not exactly one for the West Point textbooks, is it? This is good 
popular military history—visual, panoramic, two-sided, and just slightly 
wry. It’s jarring at first to see the Californios referred to as Californians, 
but so they were, already a culture apart even under Mexican rule, neither 
mexicano nor anything like American yet. One might even interpret this 
sorry skirmish as the first real battle in the Californian-American War: a 
never-ending conflict to this day, alternately cold and warm, whose pre-
texts vary and alliances shift.

A bit like the city itself, San Diego’s WPA guide is efficient, hand-
some, and generously subsidized by the federal government. As noted 
above, in 1937 the region’s greatest wartime boom still lay ahead of it. 
But San Diego had long since mastered the art of getting Washington, 
and before it Mexico City, to pick up a check. In the case of San Diego: A 
California City, this bounty trickled out to a handful of writers, editors, 
photographers, and other artisans whose unmarked graves are almost as 
lost to history as those of the mission Indians. Neither Diegueño nor 
Luiseño, these writers I am calling Guideños toiled in obscurity under 
the benevolent gaze of their Washington padres. Some were genuine con-
verts to the style guide catechisms issued from above; others bowed 
merely to keep the editorial lash at bay.

Together, however, they created a book of lasting if varied value, as 
historically significant for the attitudes it embodies as for those it re-
cords. The guide’s tours can be traced today only with difficulty, since 
the roads and trails underfoot have changed almost as much as the scen-
ery. But as an index to how much has stayed the same, and also to the 
changes rung by seven decades of intervening war, peace, and biotechnol-
ogy, the guide is well nigh unimprovable—until, may it be, the next 
Federal Writers Project comes along.

DRIVING ALONG IN MY AUTOMOBILE
The heart and motor of any WPA guide are its tours, those walking and 
especially driving excursions contrived to get a then-prostrate nation up 
and moving (and spending) again. The San Diego tours afford a wind-
shield perspective on a city old enough to honor its history yet too young 
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to appreciate some of its fresher marvels. The Hotel del Coronado, for in-
stance, rates but a paragraph. Its “New York architect,” Stanford White, 
comes in for a prideful mention, but the most subjective adjective lav-
ished on it is “rambling.” Others might have opted for “glorious” or, that 
old standby, overused but apt here, “beautiful.” Such stinginess looks like 
modesty to the point of myopia.

At least the Hotel Del survives, a standing rebuke to the guide’s 
unwarranted humility about it. Other editorial choices conjure up an era 
as remote as the moon. In what may be the only instance of an American 
Guide venturing outside of America, Tour 6 sends the “automobilist” 
south through National City, past San Ysidro, and then, almost without 
a reader’s realizing it, over the border into “Old Mexico.” (As opposed, 
presumably, to “New Mexico.”)

There, between the two countries, a customs office perches inno-
cently “to the left of the gateway,” as if it were just another rest stop. 
From there, it’s welcome to Tijuana and buy yourself a curio. The next 
couple of pages usher us picturesquely as far south as Enseñada, then 
right back the way we came. Finally, on page 102, a simple re-entry pro-
cess that today can entail hours of waiting, a background check, and pos-
sibly even a strip search. According to the guide, in 1937 travelers could 
also travel between California and Mexico by train, via a rail tunnel. 
Where once the iron horse, today only coyotes.

Before the reader can lapse into a reverie of hazy nostalgia, though, 
some dated racial or political solecism may bring him up short. We 
learn, for instance, that there is a section of Pacific Beach “exclusively for 
 Negroes,” which is a polite way of saying that most of the beach is ex-
clusively for whites. And the hall of the International Longshoremen’s 
and Warehousemen’s Union “was the scene of much activity during the 
strikes of 1934 and 1936.” Yes, and Boston Harbor was the scene of much 
activity during the unpleasantness of 1773.

More than once, in fact, the guide boasts of San Diego’s history of 
relatively tranquil labor relations. Someone must have forgotten the free 
speech fight of 1912, when the police beatings of soapbox orators—
which had already claimed at least two lives—brought Emma Goldman 
and her consort Ben Reitman by train from Los Angeles to address an 
audience of Wobblies. For their trouble, renegade cops ran them out of 
town, but not before they forced Reitman to kiss an American flag and 
sing our national anthem, then used a lit cigar to brand the International 
Workers of the World’s initials on Reitman’s ass. But to readers of Amer-
ican literature, the trip was worth it. Henry Miller, out west trying to 
forget a girl and start a career as a cowboy, always said that hear- 
ing Goldman speak in San Diego made a writer—and an anarchist—out 
of him.

Worse than the guide’s omissions, arguably, are the laughably offen-
sive hobbyhorses it rides into the ground. Some three times in a dozen 
pages we hear that inconsiderate Indians are letting down intrepid seek-
ers of local color: “Tribal customs, rituals, and legends are fast being for-
gotten,” we learn, as are “[r]itualistic songs, dances, and games of the 
tribesmen.” Worse yet, “Present-day fiestas (Sp., festivals) consist chiefly of 
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desultory gossip, baseball games in the afternoon, and American dances, 
crap shooting, and card playing at night, for the Indian has all but for-
gotten ancient rituals, dances, and legends.” Sorry about the smallpox, 
chief, but could you do that dance again where you make it rain?

SAN DIEGO SERENADE
If the guide lacks the careful politesse and risk-avoidance of modern in-
stitutional prose, it also goes surprisingly easy on the boosterism—almost 
to a fault. San Diego remains one of the loveliest bayside settings in the 
world, even lovelier before rampant development and industrialization, 
but sometimes you wouldn’t know it from the guide. In 1840 Richard 
Henry Dana wrote that, “For landing and taking on board hides, San Di-
ego is decidedly the best place in California. The harbor is small and 
land-locked; there is no surf; the vessels lie within a cable’s length of the 
beach, and the beach itself is smooth, hard sand, without rocks or 
stones.” The locals haven’t let us forget this encomium either, though 
sometimes that qualification about “For landing and taking on board 
hides” slips their minds.

From this point on, literary San Diego passes in an eye blink. The 
19th-century newspaper wag George Derby—whose many aliases include 
the compulsively sayable “Squibob”—gets a look-in. Journalist Max 
Miller’s juicy wharfside novel I Cover the Waterfront rates a deserved men-
tion. But in 1937, the Greater San Diego of Raymond Chandler and Ted 
“Dr. Seuss” Geisel waited far into the future, as did the more recent one 
of Tom Waits and Victor Villasenor, of Mike Davis and California poet 
laureate Juan Felipe Herrera. In the 1940s, Oceanside would resemble a 
kind of screenwriters’ Riviera, with Ben Hecht and Jonathan Latimer 
happily avoiding a beach mere steps away. Oakley Hall’s 1953 Corpus of 
Joe Bailey loses its footing somewhat in its college scenes at Cal, but fans 
have dubbed it “the great San Diego novel.” (No less an authority than 
Thomas Pynchon—no mean California writer himself—has rightly 
anointed Hall’s Arizona-set western, Warlock, “one of our best American 
novels.”) Not a bad honor roll, all in all, but most of them yet unborn 
when this book came out.

My favorite part of the guide crops up early, on page 3. Under the 
heading of “General Information,” between skippably anachronistic list-
ings for liquor laws and hotels, we’re treated to an account of the bizarre 
punishment risked by offending motorists from beyond California’s bor-
ders. “For out-of-state drivers,” it reads, “a special traffic slip is used 
which lists the traffic violations and prescribes as a penalty a visit to three 
local points of interest, to be selected from the group listed on the slip. 
When the three have been visited the slip is turned in to the Chamber of 
Commerce; this constitutes a release.” (Italics, delightedly, mine.) Where 
but in San Diego would meter maids impose on errant tourists a penance 
of extra sightseeing, like a Mother Superior assigning Hail Marys to sin-
ful boys, or a drill sergeant demanding us to drop and give him twenty?

Sadly, San Diego no longer grants amnesty to scofflaws upon proof 
of a zoo visit. But if the Chamber of Commerce ever grows nostalgic for 
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those bygone days, they could do worse than to give out, in lieu of abso-
lution, copies of this WPA guide to San Diego. Most bad drivers might 
not thank them for it, but—for anybody even remotely curious about the 
origins and growth of the city around them—an improper lane change or 
faulty taillight on their record seems a small price to pay.

 David Kipen
 Southern California, 2012
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Railroad station: Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Ry., Broadway and

Kettner Blvd.; downtown ticket offices, Fifth Ave. and B St., four trains
daily for Los Angeles and points E., connecting at Los Angeles with the
Southern Pacific Lines, for points N.; San Diego and Arizona Eastern Ry.
(Southern Pacific Lines), 300 Broadway; one train daily for Calexico,
Calif., and Yuma, Ariz., where it connects with trains E.; Union Pacific
Ry., ticket office, 345 Plaza.

Airports: Lindbergh Field, Pacific Hwy. and Laurel St., on US 101;
United Air Lines and Western Air Express, 5 scheduled flights daily for
points N., S., and E.; Airtech Flying Service and Ryan School of Aeronau
tics, charter and passenger aircraft flights, 2.7 m. from the business
district, Third Av,e. and Broadway. Streetcar fare, 5c; taxi fare, 1 to
5 passengers, approximately 55c.

Bus lines and stations: Greyhound Lines, 120 W. Broadway, Pacific
Greyhound Lines, 28 busses daily, transcontinental service to points N.,
S., and E.; San Diego Electric Ry., interurban bus service to National City,
Chula Vista, Pacific Beach, La Jolla, La Mesa, El Cajon, Spring Valley,
and Lemon Grove; National Trailways station, 137 E. Broadway, Santa
Fe Trailways and Burlington Trailways, 6 busses daily, through service to
out-of-state points N., S., and E.; All American Bus Lines station, 120
W. Broadway, one bus daily to out-of-state points N., S., and E. '

Bus terminal for sightseeing trips: U. S. Grant Hotel, between Third
and Fourth Aves. on Broadway. Tanner Motor Tours, daily busses to
points of interest in city and environs. (See The City by Sections and
Tours.)

Taxis: Several transportation companies provide taxi services. Gen
eral rates are 20c for the first two-thirds of a mile, 10c for each additional
two-thirds of a mile. No additional charge for extra passengers or
baggage. Waiting time, $2.50 per hour. Flat rates for rides to suburban
towns or places of interest.

Piers: Broadway Pier, foot of Broadway, dock for crafts of U. S.
Navy, foreign merchant marine and navies. Pier # 1, foot of CSt., dock
for crafts of U. S. Navy, foreign merchant marine and navies, Hamburg
American (foreign), Johnson Line (intercoastal), Isthmian Line (inter
coastal) , Luckenbach Line (intercoastal), McCormick Steamship Co.
(intercoastal), Nelson Steamship Co. (intercoastal), Quaker Lines (inter
coastal), Vancouver & San Diego Navigation Co. (foreign), Williams
Steamship Corp. (intercoastal), and 0 Isen Steamship ,Co. (coastwise).
Ferry slip, foot of Market St., San Diego-Coronado Ferry Co., passenger
and automobile transportation to Coronado. (See Coronado.)

Star & Crescent Pier, foot of Broadway, tugboat and excursion
service.

Sport Fishing Pier, foot of F St., boats for rent.
United Water Taxi pier, 1050 Harbor St., shore boat launch service.
Public' buildings: Federal Building, 325 W. F St.; main post office

and Federal offices, (new post office, ESt., bet. Eighth aad Ninth Aves.
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open about March 1938) ; public library, 830 E St.; city hall, Fifth Ave.
and G St.; county courthouse, 240 W. Broadway; police station, 728
Second Ave.; Motor Vehicle Department, Elks Bldg., Third Ave. and
Date St.

Local streetcar and bus service: Urban and interurban streetcar
service is provided by the San Diego Electric Ry. Co. The urban area
is divided into two zones. The inner zone, S. of Laurel St., and W. of
Twenty-fifth Ave., has a 5c fare. A ride through the two zones is 10c.
Car tokens are sold on the streetcars, 4 for 30c,each equivalent to a 10c
ride. Interurban service and fares are: From Fourth Ave. and Broadway,
route L bus, Point Lorna, La Playa, three times per hr., 20c one way, 2Sc
round trip; car No. 14-16, twice per hr., Ocean Beach, 20c one way, 2Sc
round trip; Mission Beach, 20c one way, 25c round trip; Pacific Beach,
25c one way, 3Sc round trip; Bird Rock, 30c one way, 40c round trip;
La Jolla, 3Sc one way, 50c round trip. From Fifth and Broadway, car
NO.9, Coronado, ISc one way, 20c round trip, including ferry fare.
Weekly passes for streetcar, bus, and ferry use are sold on the streetcars
and at the Plaza information booth and the streetcar ticket office, both at
Third Ave. and Broadway. Rates for the passes are: San Diego, inner
and outer zone, $1.00; first four zones, including Coronado, La Playa,
Ocean Beach, Mission Beach, Rose Canyon Road, State College, Seminole
and EI Cajon Aves., Encanto, and National City, $1.25; first six zones,
including Pacific Beach, Bird Rock, La Mesa Heights, and Chula Vista,
$1.50; first seven zones, including La Jolla, La Mesa, and the entire
system with the exception of ElCajon bus line E. of La Mesa, $1.75.

Law digest: Fish and game laws: Fishing, inland, bay, or ocean,
requires a state license; in city reservoirs, an additional daily fee. It is
unlawful to fish inland between one hour after sunset and one hour before
sunrise. Hunting requires a state license. Informatien concerning
seasons for particular game, fees, and conditions governing hunting is
available at the State Fish and Game Commission, R. 201, Broadway Pier.

National Forest Regulations: Maps and special information at U. S.
_Forest Service, Federal Bldg., F St., bet. Union and State Sts.

1. A campfire permit must be procured before building any fire,
including fire in stoves burning wood, kerosene, or gasoline, on national
forest land. The nearest forest officer will issue a permit to you without
charge.

2. Every camping party in the national forests ,must be equipped
with a shovel and an ax per vehicle or pack train. Shovel, with blade
at least 8 in. wide, and an over-all length of 36 in.; ax, not less than
26 in. long over-all, with head weighing 2 pounds or more. Both of
these tools to be in serviceable condition. All camping parties will be
expected to obtain these tools before entering the national forests.

3. During the fire season smoking is prohibited in the national
forests, except in camps, at places of habitation, in special posted areas,
and above 7,000-ft. elevation, where smoking is allowed. Smokers must
be careful to -extinguish their lighted matches, cigars, cigarettes, and pipe
heels. Watch for «No Smoking" and ~~Smoke Here" signs.

4. In periods of high fire hazard, camping and camp or picnic fires
may be restricted to posted campgrounds, and part or all of the national
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forests may be closed to public use and travel. Watch for "Closed
Area" signs.

5. Build small fires. Clear an area down to mineral soil not less
than 10 ft. in diameter before starting a fire.

6. Never leave a fire without totally extinguishing it with a plentiful
supply of water.

7. Keep your camp clean. Where garbage pits and incinerators are
not provided, burn or bury all garbage and refuse.

8. Do not pollute the springs, streams, or lakes by unsanitary acts.
9. Observe the state fish and game laws.

10. Do not mutilate the trees or signs and improvements around
camps.

11. Drive carefully on mountain roads.
Wild flower protection: Destructive picking of wild flowers and

wild plants within the county is prohibited by a state law and a county
ordinance. Scientific bodies gathering for educational purposes may get
permits from the County Horticultural Commissioner, County Court
House, 240 W. Broadway.

Liquor regulations: No alcoholic beverages are sold between 2 a. m.
and 6 a. m. It 'is unlawful to drive while under the influence of alcohol.

Traffic regulations: The State Vehicle Code is available to the
public at the Motor Vehicle Department, 310 Cedar St. Briefly, the speed
limits are: 15 m. per hr. when passing school buildings, when the view
is obstructed, when traversing intersections or railroad crossings, except
upon a through highway or at a traffic controlled intersection; 20 ,me per
hr. in any business district unless otherwise restricted; 45 m. per hr. under
all other conditions. Vehicles must come to a full stop when approaching
wholly or partially blind persons carrying a white, or white tipped with
red, cane or walking stick, such canes being reserved by law for the blind
or partially blind. When driving on roadways which are marked with
traffic .lanes, a driver should drive as nearly as practicable entirely within
a single lane; use the center lane only when preparing to make a left turn
or when overtaking and passing another vehicle.

For out-of-state visitors a special traffic slip is used which lists the
traffic violations and prescribes as a penalty a visit to three local points
of interest, to be selected from the group printed on the slip. When the
three have been visited the slip is turned in to the Chamber of Commerce;
this constitutes a release.

Parking is permitted on the streets, but restricted in the congested
area. There are parking lots throughout the business district that charge
by the hour or day.

Accommodations: There are 148 hotels, with 8,740 rooms, chiefly
in the downtown area and in Coronado and La Jolla (see Tours 5 and 6).
Both European and American plan. Minimum rates for one person range
from 50c to $10 per day. There are 350 apartment houses, first class,
not confined to any particular section of the city. Minimum rents range
from $30.00 to $40.00 per month. Forty automobile tourist camps, 10
with trailer facilities, are along the highways at the outer edges of the
city. Minimum rates range from $1.00 to $2.50 a day. Restaurants,
cafes, and dining. rooms offer complete daily menus, with specialties of
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sea food, Mexican, European, and Chinese dishes. Within a radius of
20 to 70 miles in the San Diego back country are numerous mountain
resort areas where tavern and cabin accommodations are available, with
rates ranging from reasonable to expensive. The beach resorts are
noticeably more expensive during the summer months.

Climate: Rainy season, December-March; dry season, June-Septem
ber. Average seasonal rainfall for 84 years, 9.74 in.; snow, none; average
wind velocity for 63 years, 6.7 m.p.h.; average daily temperature for 61
years, 61.2°; temperature rarely above 90°, rarely below 30°. Usual sum
mer wear clothing is suitable most of the year, though light topcoat should
be used in the rainy season and on spring and fall evenings.

Recreation: ~rhe following alphabetical list gives the outstanding
recreational facilities of the San Diego area.

Aquaplaning: Boards with boats are rented at the boat house, Hotel
del Coronado. (See Tour 5.)

Archery: An archery club meets every Sunday in Balboa Park, Sixth
Ave. and Kalmia St.

Badminton: San Diego Club, 1050 Sixth Ave.; Y. W. C. A., 1012
C st.; Hotel del Coronado, Coronado; State College, 5402 College Ave.;
St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church, Third Ave. and Beech St.

Basketball: Played in season at the Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., Army
1& Navy Y. M. C. A., San Diego High School, and State College. A
municipal league is sponsored by the playground department.

Baseball: Pacific Coast League teams play during season at Lane
Field, Broadway and Pacific Hwy. School and amateur semiprofessional
teams play at the city playground diamonds. Navy and Service teams play
at Navy Field, foot of Fifth Ave.

Boating: Sailboats are for rent at the boathouse, I{otel del Coro
nado, and at the foot of Santa Clara Court on Mission Bay. Power fishing
boats are for rent by the hour, day, or week, with skipper, at the Star &
Crescent Pier; at the Municipal Float, foot of Broadway; and at the Sport
Fishing Pier, foot of F St.

Boxing: Professional matches each Friday night at the Coliseum
Athletic Club, Fifteenth and E Sts. Amateur matches at the San Diego
Athletic Club, 1050 Sixth Ave. Service matches at the Naval Training
Station and Naval Air Station.

Cricket: Three or four regular games are played annually at Lane
Field, Broadway and Pacific Hwy.

Concert halls: Halls available for concerts are Russ Auditorium
San Diego High School; Savoy Theater, 236 C St.; and the Chamber of
Commerce Auditorium, 499 W. Broadway.

Croquet: At the Roque Club, Balboa Park, where equipment is
furnished.

Discs: A locally developed game closely resembling shuffleboard,
played at Shuffleboard Club, Sixth Ave. and Redwood St., Balboa Park.

Excttrsions on the Bay: Trips daily around San Diego Bay, including
visit to North Island. Leave from boat landing, foot of Broadway, and
Star & Crescent Pier.

fishing. deep-sea: (Up-to-date information available at larger
sportIng goods stores.) Boats leave from foot of Broadway and foot
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of F St. for barges and boats anchored off the kelp beds near Point Lorna
and in the vicinity of Coronado Islands, 18 m. out at sea. Private fishing
boats ,may be rented. (Season, May to October.)

Fishing, /11exican waters: (Information as to charter, equipment,
license, and conditions is available at Chamber of Commerce, Columbia
St. and Broadway.)

Fishing, fresh-water: (Information available at leading sporting
goods stores.) Within San Diego County are 10 lakes in which bass,
cr3.ppie, and occasional trout may be caught during open season, May 1
to October 31. Camping and boating facilities are available at the lakes.

Fishing, surf, bay, and pier: Surf, bay, and pier fishing may be
engaged in along the beaches of San Diego County when a state license
is obtained.

Football: Southern California Conference games played during the
fall at Aztec Bowl, State College; high school games at the City Stadium,
Fifteenth St. and Russ Blvd.; and at Hoover High School field, Highland
and EI Cajon Aves. Service games are played at Lane Field, Broadway
and Pacific Hwy., and at Navy Field, foot of Fifth Ave.

Golf: Public or municipal courses are in Balboa Park, 18 holes, near
Twenty-seventh and Ash Sts., and Emerald Hills, 18 holes, Broadway
Extension. Introduction cards to private golf courses may be obtained
at the Cha,mber of Commerce, Columbia and Broadway. A public pitch
and putt course is at Presidio Hills, Old Town. Driving courses are
located at Old Town, cor. of Barnett Ave. and Lytton St., and on
El Cajon Ave.

Handball: Courts at the San Diego Club, 1050 Sixth Ave.; Y. W.
C. A., 1012 C St.; Y. M. C. A., 800 C St.; Army & Navy Y. M. C. A.,
500 W. Broadway; and the San Diego Rowing Club, foot of Fifth Ave.

Hiking: At all mountain resorts. Nature walks conducted by the
Natural History Museum, Balboa Park, under the guidance of instructors.

Horseback riding: Balboa Park Riding Academy, off Park Blvd.,.
in Balboa Park, level bridle paths along residential district; Mrs. Maupin's
Riding Academy, 3800 Twiggs St., Old Town, trails for 50 m. in and
about Mission Valley; the Dixie Riding Academy, Sixth Ave. extension,
north side of Mission Valley, scenic trails; Cabrillo Riding Academy,
Mission Valley at Sixth Ave. extension, trails in Mission Valley and over
rolling semiwooded hills; Bar T Ranch, 6104 El Cajon Ave., trails for
50 m. along rolling and flat countryside on outskirts of the city; Joe's
Riding Stables, 6202 EICajon Ave., trails; College Riding Academy,
6244 El Cajon Ave.; Mackey's Riding Club, 2800 Fifty-fourth St., trails
through the orange groves; the Coronado Riding Stables, Fifth Ave. and
Alameda, Coronado, bridle paths, beach shore riding; Kentucky Riding
Academy, Polo Grounds, Coronado, level trails and beach paths; Point
Loma Riding Academy, 2074 Catalina Blvd., precipitous bridle paths
along Point Lorna; La Jolla Riding Academy, La Jolla Shores, constructed
bridle paths.

H orse racing: Running events are held at the San Diego County
Fair, at Del Mar, in the summer. Racing is available at Agua Caliente,
Mexico, 2 m. beyond Tijuana. (See Tour 6.) Saddle horse races are run
at the Lakeside Rodeo on Labor Day. (Notable Annual E1/ents, below.)
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Horseshoe pitching: Courts in Balboa Park, SE. cor. near Sixth
Ave. and Elm St., operated by the Balboa Horseshoe, Chess, and Checker
Club. Visitors welcome.

Hunting: Deer, quail, doves, ducks, rabbits, and other small game
may be bagged in the San Diego back country. A state license is required.
Information is available at leading sporting goods stores.

Lawn bowling: Two lawn bowling greens are located in Balboa
Park, Seventh Ave. and Laurel St.

Motoring: Paved and oiled state, national, and county roads lead
to points along the seashore and in the mountains and deserts of San
Diego and Imperial counties. (See Tours.)

Parks: San Diego's system of 24 public parks embraces an area of
more than 2,000 acres. (See The City by Sections: Balboa Park.)

Roque: Balboa Park, Sixth Ave. and Redwood St.
Rotving: San Diego Rowing Club, foot of Fifth Ave., equipped

with all classes of hulls and facilities for mooring of sail and motor boats;
Zlac Rowing Club, Ltd. (women), 1111 Pacific Ave., Pacific Beach.

Shuffleboard: Courts in Balboa Park, Sixth Ave. and Redwood St.,
in connection with the Roque Club, and at Sixth Ave. and Elm St.

Swimming: Ocean and surf swimming along the beaches of San
Diego County and Lower California. It is advisable to swim at estab
lished centers where life-guards are on duty. Bay swimming is done at
Mission Beach, Ocean Beach, and at Tent City, Coronado.

Swimming pools at Y. M. C. A., Eighth Ave. and C St.; Y. w. C. A.,
Tenth Ave. and C St.; Army & Navy Y. M. C. A., 500 W. Broadway;
San Diego Club, Sixth Ave. and A St.; Recreation Area, Balboa Park, at
the foot of Texas St.; Mission Beach Bath House, Mission Beach; Ocean
Beach Silver Spray Plunge, foot of Narragansett St., Ocean Beach;
Coronado Tent City; Del Mar Bath House, Del Mar.

Tennis: Courts maintained by the city are available to residents and
visitors at recreation area, Balboa Park, Texas St. (10 courts) ; La Jolla,
Cuvier St. (4 courts, lighted); North Park, Idaho and Lincoln Ave.
(2 courts, lighted); Golden Hill, Twenty-sixth St., in Balboa Park (6
courts); Memorial, Twenty-eighth and Logan Ave. (4 courts); and
courts at the public schools open to the public after 3 p. m.

Theaters: There are 20 motion-picture houses in San Diego and
vicinity, 13 of them being in the main business area. Legitimate stage
and musical events are held at the Savoy Theater, 236 C St.

Volley ball: Courts at all municipal playgrounds; also at Y. W. C.
A., Tenth Ave. andC St.; Army & Navy Y. M. C. A., 500 W. Broadway;
and the San Diego Club, 1050 Sixth Ave.

Wrestling: Professional matches at the Coliseum Athletic Club,
Fifteenth and E Sts. Amateur matches are held at the Coliseum once
... month, and infrequently at the Naval Training Station.

Yachting: The public yacht landing is at the foot of Ash St. A
public boathouse is at Hotel del Coronado. A New Year's racing regatta
is held annually the first week in January. (Yacht clubs are listed in the
city directory.)

(For other aspects of recreational activity, see Social and Cultural.)
Shopping: The business and shopping district of San Diego is
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bounded on the W. by First Ave.; on the N. by B St.; on the S. by
Market St.; and on the E. by Twelfth Ave. It centers around Fifth Ave.
and Breadway. Outlying trade areas have developed within the city
limits which supply most needs of the nearby residents. Among these
districts are Mission Hills, North Park, and East San Diego. Wholesale
produce markets are in the district S. of Market St. Retail produce and
grocery markets predominate along Twelfth Ave., between Market St. and
Broadway. Fish markets are along the waterfront near the foot of
Broadway. Mexican stores specializing in native foods are found in the
south side of the city, particularly along National Ave. Japanese and
Chinese restaurants are in the vicinity of Fifth Ave. and Market St.
Curios of Spanish, Mexican, Monterey, and Early California motif are
sold throughout the downtown area and at Old Town. Second-hand
book shops are on Broadway between Seventh and Eleventh Aves.
Tijuana, Mexico, 16 m. S., is a duty-free port of entry, and merchandise
up to $100 in value may be brought across the border free of duty by
any U. S. citizen provided it is not for com;mercial purposes. (See Tour 6.)

Street order and numbering: Broadway, running E. and W., is the
main thoroughfare. Starting at the bay (W) there are 10 streets, miscel
laneously named, followed by a series of numerically named avenues.
From A St. (3 blocks N. of Broadway), the streets to the S. are: A, B,
C, Broadway, E, F, G, Market St., J, K, L, and Imperial Ave., on the
southern water front. North of A St., the streets are named for trees,
alphabetically from Ash to ·Upas. Streets running E. and W. are num
bered from First Ave., by lOa's, those to the W. of First Ave., running
to the bay, those to the E., running to the city limits. Streets running N.
and S. start numbering by laO's, at the southern waterfront and continue
to Mission Valley on the N. of the city.

Notable annual events: January: New Year's Day Regatta, San
Diego Yacht Club; New Year's Day Splash, San Diego Rowing Club.

February: Encinitas National Midwinter Flower Show; Washing
ton's Birthday Regatta, Southwestern Yacht Club; Chinese New Year
celebration.

April: Chula Vista Community Flower Show; Mount Helix Easter
Sunrise Service; Spring Flower Show, San Diego Floral Society.

May: Felicita Pageant, Escondido; International Salon of Photog
raphy; Cinco de MayoJ Mexican celebration; Portuguese Festival, Pente
costal Week.

June: Model Yacht Regatta, sponsored by the San Diego Union;
Junior Olympics, sponsored by the Evening Tribune.

July: Coronado Horse Show; Southern California Art Salon; Ocean
side Ruff Water swim; Lakeside Rodeo; Annual Tennis Tournament,
La Jolla.

August: La Mesa Flower Show; Spreckels Club Golf Tournament,
Coronado; Southern California Art Salon, Fine Arts Gallery, Balboa
Park; A. A. U. Southern Counties Championship Swimming Meet.

September: Fall Flower Show, San Diego Floral Society; Grape
Day, Escondido; Mexican Independence Day (Sept. 16).

October: San Diego County Fair ; San Diego County Horse Fair;
Navy Day.
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November: Armistice Day Annual Football Game; Turkey Day,
Ramona.

December: La Jolla Open Golf Tournament, La Jolla Country Club.
I nformation service: San Diego Chamber of Commerce, Housing

Bureau, Apartment and Auto Court Bureau, 499 W. Broadway; Travelers'
Aid, Santa Fe Depot, Broadway and Kettner Blvd.; Plaza Information
Booth, San Diego Electric Ry., Third Ave. and Broa:dway; Mr. Foster
Travel Service, U. S. Grant Hotel Lobby, Third Ave. and Broadway;
Better Business Bureau of San Diego, 402 Southern Title Bldg., 948
Third Ave.; A BC Travel Bureau, 232 E. Broadway; Medical Informa
tion Bureau, Medico-Dental Bldg., Third Ave. and A St.; First National
Bank Travel Bureau, 1007 Fifth Ave.; and the San Diego Trust and
Savings Bank Travel Bureau, Sixth Ave. and Broadway.



THE CONTEMPORARY SCENE
San Diego (0-500 alt., 170,000 pop.) is a loosely knit community

of residential districts, business centers, and suburban towns covering 96
square miles of seashore, canyons, and mesas. Climate is its main
product; tourists are its principal customers. Its excellent harbor, one
of the finest natural harbors on the Pacific coast, has been instrumental
in attracting three important contributors to its economic welfare. The
fishing industry, operated by the Portuguese and Italians, is the oldest;
but in recent years the United States Navy and the aircraft industries
have been increasingly active. Tourists visit San Diego the year round,
but during the fall and winter months, August through March, is the
heaviest traffic. Near the northern boundary of the San Diego metropoli
tan area is La Jolla, an exclusive residential beach town. Along the
seashore are several ocean resorts and amusement centers, focused about
Mission Bay. At the northern end of San Diego Bay is Old Town,
where California civilization began.

At first glance San Diego's appearance seems to belie the figure of
its population. There is little of the hurly-burly, the noise, and the mad
scramble of traffic-automobile, streetcar, and pedestrian alike-that
characterizes the usual city of this size. There is traffic, and it moves,
but it moves unhurriedly. The sidewalks are traversed, but there are
seldom great clots of people jamming the street intersections. And
probably because of the large proportion of elderly, retired persons, who
are not able to elude automobiles as well as they,Once were, the balance
of protection on the city's streets is in the pedestrian's favor. Signs
instructing the motorist to stop when pedestrians ar-ein the crosswalk
mean what they say. l\10torists and streetcar operators alike do not
attempt to beat traffic signals. These traffic habits, combined with the
unusually short blocks-particularly in the downtown area-all add to
the characteristically leisurely atmosphere.

Like almost every city, San Diego has its main downtown artery, and,
as in many another city, it is called Broadway. Broadway runs due east
and west, and divides the city just as definitely as does Market Street in
San Francisco. At its lower end it is a wide calm street, flanked by palms
spaced at regular intervals, and from the foot of the street at the bay,
looking east, the city appears at its best. 1~he clump of newer office
buildings, farther uptown, contrasts sharply with the rest of the area, and
presents an impressive skyline. The latest addition to this group of
buildings, EI :Cortez hotel, built on the eminence of an abrupt rise north
of Broadway, .commands a superb view of the tremendous sweep of bay
and the peninsula of Point Lorna opposite, and sets the tone of the new
and modern city that is the present San Diego. And yet, beginning just
a few blocks north, a great mass of green marks the beginning of Balboa
Park (1,400 acres), huge and sprawling, much of !t "tS uncultivated as
it was on the day the tract was set aside for its present purpose. Around
its boundaries the northern half of the city has grown. One of the first
exclusive residential districts, Golden Hill, hugs the park's southeastern

9



corner-an area of wide pleasant streets, with many trees and shrubs
standing watch in front of the big wooden houses set back in their
well-kept lawns. Along the western edge of the park, extending north
and south, are many of the new and smart apartment buildings. North
ward and eastward from the park the city stretches back, each year
spreading farther and farther from the bay.

Immediately south of Broadway is one of the play areas of the Navy
enlisted man. Hash houses and honky tonks, drinking parlors with jazz
bands and tiny dance floors, trinket shops, shooting galleries, and the
ever present pawnshop, combine to make "south of Broadway" a distinct
area. But there is considerably more to this section than just these char
acteristic features of any city's tenderloin district. A little farther south
are the remnants of a once good-sized Chinatown-a few forlorn restau
rants and a scattering of board shacks. Many of the old original business
buildings still stand in all their architectural oddity. Then begins the
wholesale and manufacturing section-the warehouses, the gas tanks, the
fringe of industrial plants along the southern waterfront. Veering east
ward, following the curve of the shoreline, the district widens and
becomes residential. In this area are San Diego's Mexican and Negro
communities. There is nothing particularly picturesque about this southern
end of town-the buildings and the houses are old and in need of repair,
there is considerable poverty and very little wealth; if any part of the city
could be called slum, this is it.

Since 1900 there has existed a struggle between two elements of
the San Diego citizenry. The older group, mainly pioneers and their
descendants, have been concerned with keeping San Diego a residential
city where tourists might be persuaded to come upon retirement from
active business. The newer element, businessmen and industrial leaders,
have made every effort to promote San Diego as an industrial center.
The effort to keep the town basically a resort area has resulted in a
top-heavy economic balance, with too sharp a dividing line between
those who are economically secure and the large stratum of working
people. San Diego's municipal credit, however, bolstered by the 2-mil
lion dollar pay roll of the Navy, has always been above average.

San Diego has gone far since its Mexican village beginnings. It
still has that touch of easygoing, manana (Sp., tomorrow) spirit typical
of Latin-American existence, which makes the city unhurried, conserva
tive, and sure of itself. People dress very much as they please, and, to
the visitor from other parts of the country where tradition or climate
dictates the mode of daily dress, it may appear that the people are
haphazard and tasteless in their choice of attire. But San Diego dresses
and lives for comfort. It is rare that some of this spirit does not infect
the tourist. Those who come for brief visits are frequently uneasy in
the face of such unconventional sartorial philosophy; but the departed
tourist remembers San Diego-remembers its climate, its real, comfortable
feeling of well-being, and above all its beauty of harbor, hills, ocean
front, and back country. And tourists do come back to stay.

10



SI
L

V
E

R
S

T
R

A
N

D
,

C
O

R
O

N
A

D
O

,
A

N
D

S
A

N
D

IE
G

O
F

R
O

M
T

H
E

A
IR

(O
ff

ic
ia

l
U

.
S.

N
av

y
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

)

11



THE CITY BY SECTIONS
1. DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO

San Diego's principal business district is concentrated in the area
from Twelfth Avenue west to the bay and from A Street south to the bay,
with the city spreading fan-wise from this tract. Though an attempt was
made in 1850 to found a city on this site, its real development did not
begin until 1867, when A. E. Horton purchased a thousand acres and laid
out the present street plan. (See Historical: The Americans.) At first
the center was at Fifth Avenue and Market Street, but following the real
estate booms of the 1870's and 1880's, the trend was northward until
Broadway has become the main artery.

From all directions traffic converges upon the district, with Broadway
carrying the bulk of the streetcar lines. The blocks are short and the
streets much narrower than the boulevards of the newer sections. Clus~

tered around the downtown center (1937) of Broadway at Fifth Avenue
are the city's imposing group of structures: the newer hotels and office
buildings which give San Diego its skyline. But in San Diego the old
and new still jostle each other, and particularly in this circumscribed
section there is a curious composite of architectural styles. A building
of the 1870's stands beside a building with the most ultra-modern of
fronts; across the street is a three- or four-storied structure of the 1890's,
flaunting a belaced shirt front. South of Broadway, especially in the area
of Fifth Avenue and Market Street, many buildings of the 1870's are
still in use. Between Market and Broadway are pretentious gingerbread
ornamented "skyscrapers" of the 1890's, highly praised in their time for
beauty and modernity. Two types predominate along Broadway, the hotel
and office building style of the 1910's, and the larger Renaissance type
building so popular in the boom days of the 1920's. But newer buildings
are gradually appearing: the new Civic Center building lies on the bay
edge north of the business area and a new post office of splendid archi
tectural design is nearing completion.

The main streetcar terminal is on lower Broadway, at the Union
depot, which also handles the traffic of both railroad systems. Broadway
is much wider between the waterfront and Third Avenue than in the
remaining downtown area. Horton Plaza, between Third and Fourth
Avenues, is a lounging place for the elderly retired and the shopper.
At Fifth Avenue is the core of a busy retail district, and a majority of
the banks, theaters, and larger hotels are located within the radius of a
few blocks. North of Broadway flanking the business houses are numer
ous residences, the vintage of 1890 predominating. South of Broadway,
on Twelfth Avenue, is the principal retail produce market district, flanked
by a nondescript residential area. South on Third, Fourth, and Fifth
Avenues are cheap eating places, pawnshOps, third-run movie houses, and
the type of small hotel which offers clean beds from 25 'cents up. Around
Fourth Avenue and Island Street is the small remnant of San Diego's once
large Chinatown, and between it and the bay are large warehouses and
industrial plants. To the west and south of this area are the wharves and
docks of the waterfront.
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2. BALBOA PARK
In an area of mesas and deep canyons, bounded by Date Street and

Russ Boulevard on the south, Sixth Avenue on the west, Upas Street on
the north, and Twenty-eighth Street on the east, is the 1,400-acre tract of
Balboa Park. Since 1915 it has been San Diego's most important cultural
and recreational center. Park Boulevard ( 12th Avenue) running north
and south, divides the park into two distinct areas. The western side,
of approximately 600 acres, is highly cultivated and contains the greatest
number of points of interest. Recreational clubs border the southern
and western edges, while the central portion has the museums, art gal
leries, and exhibition buildings of two world expositions. The lesser
developed eastern section of the park contains the municipal swimming
pool and tennis courts, the municipal golf course, the naval hospital, the
city stadium, and the San Diego High School. Great stretches of barren
canyon walls, with green and purple sweeps of chaparral, make up most
of this area, indicative of the original appearance of this whole region.

On Sundays, city-tired people wander along the winding pathways
and roads and gather at the outdoor organ to hear the featured concert.
Floral gardens and landscapings, both simple and intricate, add variety to
the ever-changing terrain. The collections in the museums and galleries
appeal to visitors, who take an interest in the well-arranged displays, aside
from their scientific value.

Though the park was set aside as early as 1868, it was not until
about 1892 that extensive plans for development were undertaken. In
that year a plan for annual tree planting was evolved, and in 1902 more
than $10,000 was collected from public and private sources for grading
and planting the southwestern corner. Roads, walks, drives, and general
cultivation areas were planned, and Golden Gate Park in San Francisco
donated many specimens of plants, to which friends in Australia added
specimens of eucalyptus, acacia, araucaria, and other subtropical plants.
Since the exposition of 1935-36 the park has been in the best condition
of its history.

3. MIDDLETOWN
Between downtown San Diego and Old Town, lying to the west of

Balboa Park, is a long, narrow strip of low hills and tidal flats which
retains the pioneer name of Middletown. In the 1850's, when the first
attempt was made to found a city on the present downtown site, a group
of Old Town citizens purchased this strip and set up a riva~ subdivision.
Not until Horton's venture, however, did the area attract visitors; but as
it lay along the main thoroughfare between the old and the new town,
it became a convenient suburban residential district. Wealthy families
built homes on the hillsides overlooking the bay. As the new town grew,
and the harbor became commercially useful, these families moved farther
back into Mission Hills, and along the western edge of Balboa Park. At
present the Middletown area is given over to rooming and boarding
houses. The main business center is known as Five Points. To the south,
near the fish canneries, are the homes of Italian fishermen; and to the
north are the residences of many of the employees of the aircraft works,
which are on the waterfront. (See Tour 4.)
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4. OLD TOWN
Like a sleepy, dilapidated ghost town forgotten in the swirl of

modern industrialism, Old Town lies northwest of Middletown, radiating
in its own quiet, nostalgic way a dignity and repose reminiscent of the old
Spanish and Mexican regimes. It is only a skeleton of its former self.
Many of the comfortable, rambling adobe houses of the early nineteenth
century, scenes of gay fiestas, have long since crumbled into the clay from
which they were made. The exceptions are few, a small number that the
modern age has belatedly rescued from destruction. Occasionally adobe
mounds mark the sites of once pretentious homes; but the majority have
been cut into lots and covered with small residences and sprawling, ugly
auto courts.

Standing in the old plaza, one finds it difficult to picture the town's
appearance before progress moved the business interests south. Trees
and greenery have taken away the dry, sun-parched appearance of the
plaza. The few existing adobe houses have been altered, and frequently
not too respectfully. On the outskirts of the town are several fine adobes,
which, if not restored within a few years, will become only memories.
The inroads of commercialism have proved a serious danger to the many
sites which are still privately owned. The past few years have shown an
awakened interest in San Diego's past, and already a few of the relics are
being saved for future generations; but there is much left to do. (See
Tour 1.)

5. POINT LOMA
Point Lorna, a peninsula 7 miles long, encloses San Diego Bay on the

west, and its cliffs, 400 feet high, rising from narrow, sandy beaches,
form a natural windbreak which gives the harbor protection from storms
at all times. Except for the residential district at the northern end, the
several little centers along the shore line, and the Theosophical Home
stead on the ridge, the peninsula remains in its wild state. The cliffs are
chaparral covered, and deep ravines are eroded into the eastern and
western sides. The tip of the point is a United States military reservation,
in which is located Fort Rosecrans. At Point Loma post office, formerly
known as Roseville, and at the modern subdivision known as La Playa,
is the Portuguese colony. (See Social and Cultural.)

Point Lorna is one of California' s historic sites. Here Cabrillo first
set foot on California soil; here Vizcaino held religious services; here the
Americans .settled and carried on their hide, tallow, and whale-oil
industry; and it was here that the American flag was first flown, though
unofficially, and many years before the conquest. (See Historical: The
A1nericans and Tour 2.)

6. MISSION HILLS
On the hills above Old Town, commanding a view of the ocean, the

bay, and Mission Valley, is the exclusive and modern residential district
of Mission Hills. Thirty years ago this area was given over to small grain
farms and olive orchards. Because of the topography of the area, with
the prevalence of short canyons and promontory sites, the developers were
forced to layout circular and winding streets. From 1910 to 1925
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Mission Hills developed most rapidly. Landscaping of exceptional char
acter was planned and executed by Miss Kate Sessions, to whom also is
due much of the beauty of Balboa Park. No definite architectural style
prevails in this district, though the earlier residences followed what is gen
erally called the California style. Those built during the past decade
are distinctly of the modernistic and Monterey styles. Washington
Street is the main thoroughfare of Mission Hills, connecting this rather
isolated area with downtown San Diego and offering a short cut to the
beach towns from East San Diego. A recent traffic survey reveals that
Washington Street is one of the busiest in the city.

7. NORTH PARK
Between Mission Hills and East San Diego, in an area surrounding

the junction of Thirtieth Street and University Avenue, is a homogeneous
unit of San Diego known as North Park, with an estimated population of
about thirty thousand. Here, since 1900, a business and residential center
has developed which now has two banks, seven churches, several large
stores and many small ones, two theaters, and hundreds of homes.
Though there has been a tendency to include North Park with East San
Diego as a city division, the local business men have steadily refused
to let North Park's individuality be sacrificed. Each year they sponsor
a celebration which reasserts their right to be considered a distinct
city area.

8. EAST SAN DIEGO
Between North Park and Fifty-eighth Street is East San Diego, which

was a municipality of the sixth class until 1923, when it voted to be
annexed to San Diego. Had the great real estate boom of the 1880's
been successful (see Historical: The Americans), East San Diego would
have been a thriving city in its own right. Promoters swarmed over the
brush-covered hills and mesas, grading streets 100 feet wide, laying out
parks and home sites, and even planning for a railroad line. The collapse
of the boom in 1888 ended this dream of metropolitan splendor. Not
until 1901 was another attempt made to develop the area. Reestablished
in that year by the City Heights Land and Water Company, East San
Diego grew slowly until 1910-11, when a small boom brought investors
and home builders. Two successive booms, one in 1915 and another in
1920, brought thousands of residents. At present, with an estimated
population of thirty-five thousand, it is a region of comfortable, medium
priced homes. A strong community spi tit is manifested by the business
men and residents.

Joining East San Diego on the north and extending to bluffs over
looking Mission Valley are the exclusive residential districts of Talmadge
Park and Kensington Park. Northeast, in brushy, rugged hills, just
outside the city limits, is a favored area for the construction of luxurious
homes.

9. ENCANTO
On ground that was once a part of a Spanish rancho used principally

for the grazing of cattle, lies the suburb of Encanto (Sp., charming), 6
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miles east of downtown San Diego on the extension of Imperial Avenue.
The tract was laid out in 1893, and during subsequent promotion periods
an attempt was made to attract a motion picture colony to this vicinity,
in anticipation of which the subdivisions of West Hollywood and Holly
dale were platted. This venture soon collapsed. The present population
is a little more than one thousand, and the business section consists of a
few stores scattered along Imperial Avenue. The surrounding hills are
divided into home sites with many gardens, small orchards, and poultry
ranches. A distinctive feature of Encanto is the commercial cactus gardens.

10. LOGAN HEIGHTS
Between Encanto and the Golden Hill area is Logan Heights. The

subdividers planned the arterial streets to run in a northwesterly to
southeasterly direction so that the sun might shine into every room of
every house at some hour of the day; but the plan was not followed
during later years, and as a result the district is a maze of cross section
streets with numerous triangular lots throughout the area. In the 1890's
Logan Heights was one of the choice residential districts. Many men and
women prominent in present-day (1937) social and civic life were born,
reared, and educated in this neighborhood. As San Diego grew, indus
trial plants located along the bay front, and even moved into the residen
tial sections. As the district was not restricted, many racial minority
groups moved in, particularly the Mexicans and the Negroes. The Mexi
can colony lies between Sixteenth and Twenty-fifth Streets, along Logan
and National Avenues. The most important center of Mexican activity
is the Neighborhood House, a community social hall, similar to Hull
House, in Chicago. The Negro population has two large areas, one
centering on Thirtieth Street between Imperial and National Avenues, the
other extending from Sixteenth to Twenty-fifth Streets, between Imperial
Avenue and the bay. (See Social and Cliltliral.)

11. GOLDEN HILL
Between Market Street and Balboa Park and Sixteenth and Twenty

eighth Streets is the Golden Hill residential district, which for a quarter
of a century was the most aristocratic and highly improved area of San
Diego. Its attractive features were its closeness to town and the un
excelled view of the bay to be had from the heights. After 1915, when
more distant areas became accessible by means of automobile, this section
declined somewhat. The original promoters had several novel restrictions
for the subdivision. All houses were on large lots and were built 40 feet
from the street, so that all might have an unobstructed view. The sale
of intoxicating liquors was prohibited, and no barns were allowed. To
compensate for this latter restriction, the promoters, to quote a circular
of the period, promised "The company will build at a convenient dis
tance, a two-story, fireproof barn, large enough for the accommodation
of all. This building will be constructed with due regard to ventilation
and all other means necessary to make it a veritable Horse Palace."
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NATURAL SETTING
San Diego, the southwesternmost city of importance in the United

States, and the first United States port of call north of the Panama Canal,
covers an area of about one hundred square miles facing a landlocked
natural harbor. The western side of the harbor is protected by Point
Lorna, a high promontory about 7 miles in length which breaks the ocean.
winds; and completing the enclosure of the bay, the Silver Strand, a
narrow sandspit, extends southeast and south for 10 miles from North
Island to its juncture with the mainland. The ,entrance to the harbor is
a narrow channel between North Island and Point Lorna. North of
Point Lorna, along the coast line, is Mission Bay, separated from the
Pacific Ocean by a sand bar, Medanos Point; north of the point is a
promontory of high sea cliffs on which La Jolla is built.

In the fairly recent past, Point Lorna, North Island, and Coronado
were actually islands. Sedimentary deposits of the San Diego River,
combined with the action of tidal and ocean currents, joined Point Lorna
with the mainland and threw up a sandy strand between North Island
and the southern mainland. The San Diego River flowed alternately into
San Diego Bay and Mission Bay until 1853, when a government dike was
built across the river flats from the foot of Mission Hills to the edge of
Point Lorna, which turned the river into Mission Bay, thus. preventing
river silt from filling the harbor. In the 1860's this dike washed out,
but it was rebuilt in the late 1870's. Between Point Lorna and the
Mexican boundary line the land is principally lowlands and tidal
marshlands.

Downtown San Diego is built along the northeastern slopes of the
harbor shore, and the elevation gradually increases, climbing into the
mesas to the north, northeast, and east. Upon the mesas are various
residential and community centers and Balboa Park. To the north the
mesas end at Mission Valley, where there is an abrupt drop of from 200
to 400 feet. The elevation of the city varies from a few feet above sea
level at the Old Town flats to 822 feet in the La Jolla area.

About 11 miles inland is a sudden change from the mesa lands to a
rough, rugged mountain terrain. Lying betwee:l the coastal plain and
the mountains is EI Cajon Valley (350-500 alt.), a boxlike basin, the
only large valley in the immediate environs of San Diego. Augmented
by numerous stream channels draining the mesa lands, the San Diego,
Sweetwater, Tijuana and Otay Rivers are the principal streams of the San
Diego area. Like most rivers in southern California, they are usually dry
during most of the year, but in the rainy season they frequently increase
to flood proportions.

A wide variety of soils exists in the region, predominantly sandy
loams, differing widely in texture. In color they range from brown to
black, the commonest type in the vicinity of the city being the reddish
brown soil generally known as adobe clay. Agriculture in this area is
limited by the water supply and its distribution. The availability of
irrigation water, obtained from a network of. storage reservoirs or pumped
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from underground sources, plus the nature of the frost areas, more often
determines the crops grown than does the character of the soil. Approxi
mately 20 percent of the land in the vicinity of the city is under
cultivation.

lne mesa lands, upon which the greater part of the city is built,
are composed of a marine-terrace deposit, filled with rounded cobble
stones.Six to ten inches below the surface is a tenacious clay layer, not
easily penetrated by water or by roots. Because of this structure the
natural vegetation of the coastal-plain region is greasewood, chamiso, and
other low-growing brush, rarely exceeding 6 feet in height. Because of
its equable climate and the artificial water supply which allows irrigation,
the bay region is able to support large groves of citrus fruits and avocados,
and truck garden crops.

The climate is essentially mild, and the prevailing winds from the
Pacific rarely exceed a velocity of 5 miles an hour. The atmosphere is
clean, sharply purified by the ocean, and free of dust. Official records,
kept since July 1, 1849, show that the average mean temperature of San
Diego is 61 0 • Temperature exceediag 90 0 averages less than 1 hour a
year in the city. An absolute minimum of 25 0 occurred at 7 a. m. on
January 7, 1913, breaking a cold record of 24 years. An extreme high of
1100 was reached on September 17, 1913. Along the coast, day and
night temperatures vary as little as 13 0

, though somewhat greater varia
tions occur inland. The average annual rainfall at San Diego is 9.74
inches, increasing in the back country approximately 6 inches for every
1,000 feet of elevation. Official photographic records reveal that on the
average less than 9 days out of the year are without sunshine. Most of
these occur in the sum,mer months, when a high fog hangs over the
region, protecting it from the heat.

Along the coast line the annual average humidity is 75 percent,
atmospheric moisture increasing during the night. Thunderstorms and
hail are rare phenomena, and snowfall has never been officially recorded
in the city, though the mountain areas of the back country are sometimes
covered in the winter. (See Tour 8.)

Despite the sparse native vegetation, San Diego's streets are lined
with thousands of decorative shade trees. Palms and eucalyptuses are
most common, each of which is seen in many varieties. Even such
tropical plants as bananas are grown here, though the climate is not
sufficiently hot and moist to produce fruit of a high quality. Bright
yellow-flowered acacias, scarlet and pink hibiscus, lacy-leafed pepper
trees with clusters of red berries, brighten the private gardens and the
streets at all seasons of the year. In Balboa Park more than 600 acres
have been converted into a botanical wonderland (see Tour 3). In the
back country, over the foothills, and in the hundreds of small canyons
which surround the city grow a profusion of wild flowers and plants,
mainly cacti and succulents; though blue lupine, wild mustard, monkey
flower, yellow mariposa, wild morning-glory, and Spanish bayonet are
commonly seen. Native to the bay region is the Torrey pine, which
grows on a plateau between La Jolla and Del Mar.

Many kinds of birds, both land and water, are native to the San
Diego Bay region. Some of the species are also found in other parts of
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the United States, but frequently the local variety differs in plumage, diet,
and habits. In the city the most common varieties include the blackbird,
the finch, the hum,mingbird, the jay, the lark, and the California
mockingbird. In the farming areas of the vicinity, ravens, crows, spar
rows, and hawks are commonest. Because of the miles of shore line and
harbor frontage and the prevalence of marshy tidelands, water birds are
numerous and varied.

Not many animals roam the nearby foothills today, but occasionally
a coyote, an opossum, a bobcat, or a raccoon may be seen prowling around
the outskirts of the populated areas. There are frogs, toads, lizards, and
turtles in the harbor region, and on rare occasions snakes are found,
mainly of the nonpoisonous varieties, though rattlesnakes are common in
the back country.

Twenty or more varieties of salt-water fish are caught offshore for
commercial and sport purposes, the commonest being the yellowtail, the
tuna, and the barracuda. Sport fishing boats are numerous, and the
summer fishing season attracts thousands of sportsmen to the bay region.
An interesting phenomenon of early summer occurs when a small fish,
the grunnion, resembling a sardine or small smelt, spawns on the sands
during full moon. The San Diego beaches are colorful areas during
grunnion hunts. Bonfires are built and torches used, which reflect from
the small silver fish and make them more easily seen. The use of nets,
or other devices is prohibited by law and the usual method is to wade
into the shallow water and scoop them by hand onto the beach.

To the east of the city stretches the San Diego County back country.
It is a mountainous, semiarid region, approximately 70 by 80 miles square.
Within its confines are five distinct geographical regions: coastal, moun
tain, plateau, desert, and valley. Rising gradually from sea level, the land
reaches altitudes of 6,000 feet in the eastern portions of the county, and
on the Imperial Valley s,ide drops abruptly to the desert basin below
sea level. The mountains are a continuation of the Peninsular Range, the
principal mountain chain of Baja (Lower) California, Mexico. The
tillable land, mainly a series of terraces, or plateaus, has been estimated
by the Government to be more than 500,000 acres.

Fossil sea shells found on the summits of hills and mountains
support the theory of geologists that at one time the entire area was a
shallow sea. Gradual recession of the beach line occurred, and at a later
period the whole region was lifted by volcanic action. It is possible that
the Colorado River once flowed across the county and emptied into the
Pacific Ocean, near the site of San Diego. The Poway Mesa, south of
Escondido, is thought to represent the head of the delta of that pre-
historic river. -

Few vertebrate fossils have been found in the county, and those few
are of a relatively late geologic period. They include remains of a
mastodon, a prehistoric horse, a camel, a whale, and an auk of the
Pliocene period. The majority of fossils are invertebrate, of marine
origin. Ammonites measuring 16 inches in diameter, of the Cretaceous
period, have been found on Point Lorna. They have been estimated by
paleontologists to be from one to 250 million years old. Petrified wood
has been found in various places along the coastal plain, and in the
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mountains overlooking Imperial Valley are deposits of petrified wood
and extensive deposits of coral.

San Diego County is reputed to have a greater variety of mineral
wealth than any other political division of its size in the United States.
l\1ore than one hundred minerals have been found, principally precious
and semiprecious stones. During the 1870's gold was the most important
item in San Diego's mining, but in recent years the production has been
slight. In turn, the interest has been concentrated mainly on molybde
num, lithia, graphite, arsenic, feldspar, and the precious and semiprecious
gems. Topaz in amber, white, and blue, is produced in abundance,
placing the county first in the world in its production. The largest deep
blue topaz in the world was discovered here. Another gem, kunzite, has
been found in great quantities. Approximately 40 tons of tourmaline
have been removed from the Mesa Grande ledge, in the northern section
of the county. It has been estimated that since 1901 gems worth more·
than one and one-half n1illion dollars have been extracted from the county
mines.

The San Diego mountains are well wooded and support a great
variety of trees and plants. In the Cleveland National Forest (see Tour
8), which spreads over almost the entire mountainous sectio:l. of the
county, are forests of pine, spruce, fir, cedar, oak, and elm. On the strip
of desert in the eastern portion of the county (see Tour 8A), grow many
flowers and plants peculiar to the American desert. The typical land
scape of the county is the rolling, chaparral-covered hillsides, dusty and
dun-colored in the hot summer months, but greener and semiverdant in
the winter and spring.
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HISTORICAL
1. THE INDIANS

"They are very intelligent Indians, noisy, bold, great traders, covet
ous, and thievish." With this general summary, Father Palou introduced
the San Diego Indians to the Spanish world in his Historical Memoirs of
New California, written shortly after the first expedition had established
a garrison and mission at San Diego in 1769. uAll the men are naked
and most of them painted," he continues, ((but the women are modestly
covered in front with woven fibers and behind with skins of animals.
They all go armed with their bows and quivers of arrows."

The San Diego area was inhabited by Indians of two different lin
guistic families. Through the southern part of the county were the
South Dieguefios, the North Dieguefios, and the Kamia, all members
of the Yuman family. Across the northern part were several divisions
of the Shoshonean nation, related to the great Uta-Aztecan linguistic
stock, which extended from Montana and Utah down into the Aztec
territory around Mexico City. The padres were little concerned with the
ethnological affinities of their prospective converts, and usually they named
the Indian tribes for the mission in whose territory they were located.
Thus, of the Shoshonean nation, two of the tribes are known as the
Luisefios (Sp., of Mission San Luis Rey) , and the Juanefios (Sp., of
Mission San Iuan Capistrano); though in the case of the Cahuillas
(Sp., from Ind. Kau'ia, tribal name), and the Cupefios (Sp., those of
the villaKe of Kupa), the tribal names were used.

The Indian of this region was inclined to be stockily built, ,Yith
very dark brown skin, a flat nose, and a broad face. Father FO.1.t, In
his Diary of the year 1776, spoke of the natives found at San Dlego
as being of the Quemaya (Kamia) tribe, and noted, he added, U as be
ing in body vile, ugly, dirty, careless, smutty and flat-faced." Though
the majority of existing original reports on the local Indian are deroga
tory, Father Crespi noted that they were proficient in the mechanical
arts and learned Spanish readily. In general he thought them very
clever and businesslike. Their businesslike characteristics did not im
press Father Font so favorably; he remarked that they were ((so ill-man
nered that to secure some fish the missionaries have to pay them with
beads, or corn ..." The popular present-day conception of the Indians
as shiftless and indolent does not bear up under the opinions of the
missionaries and soldiers. Indeed, the local tribes appeared to be particu
larly belligerent in the face of conquest. Governor Pedro Fages, in a
letter of 1787, reported that ((this tribe, which among those discovered
is the most numerous, is also the most restless ... and hostile toward
us, absolutely opposed to all rational subjection, and full of the spirit of
independence." It might be well to remember in passing that on the
eastern coast of this continent during these same years the Colonists were
fighting for independence, but with more success. Fages adds that (tit
must not be overlooked that a considerable armed force must needs be
at hand in sufficient numbers to repress their natural and crusty pride."
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vhe Indians lived in rallcherias (Sp., l!illages) , which were collec
tions of crude huts made of branches and tule grass covered with earth.
In the vicinity of San Diego Bay, Father Palou noticed twenty such
villages. A distinctive feature of Indian villages throughout southern
California was the presence of temescals (Ind., sweat houses), large huts,
almost airtight, in which the Indian men assembled to benefit from
therapeutic sweatings, and which it appears they also used for general
clubhouses and gathering places.

Clothing, as Palou noted, was scanty. In cold weather garments
and caps were made from rabbit fur, and those fortunate enough to be
good hunters had deerskin and sea otter furs. Moccasins were worn
only while traveling over rough country. Through the greater part
of the year, because of the mild climate, little or no clothing was worn;
but the lack of covering was compensated by a liberal use of paint and
head ornamentation. Personal adornment was most characteristic of the
male. Body paint and headdresses of beads and feathers were the
most prevalent forms of decoration, though tattooing was practiced by
both sexes. In general the male appeared to have a monopoly on cos
metics and beautification.

From the mounds of refuse and debris found near Indian camp
sites, archeologists have been able to rescue fragments of clamshells,
fishbones, arrowheads, and broken pottery, from which it has been pos
sible to reconstruct the living conditions and culture of the Indians.
In addition to this source of information, tribal and social facts are de
rived from the early accounts left by padres and explorers. The Indian
has been classified, after consideration of the facts, as having been
little advanced beyond a stone age level. Metals were unkown in this
region; tools were made of stone, shell, wood, and bone. A,mong the
Yuman tribes pottery was known, but many San Diego County Indians
had not learned this craft, according to Malcolm Rogers, archeologist
of the San Diego Museum. When the ,missionaries arrived, the Juaneno
tribes, for example, were still using primitive soapstone and sandstone
utensils. The bow and arrow was used extensively, supplemented in times
of fighting by slings, clubs, spears, and even convenient cobblestones.
Along the coast, where fish was an important source of food, the Indians
built rafts of logs tied with tule and ventured far from shore.

The California Indians were not squeamish about food. Although
vegetable products formed the basis of the year round diet, this was fre
quently supplemented with small game, such as rabbits, and crows; also
to this list must be added mice, snakes, frogs, coyotes, and grasshoppers.
It was a matter of great rejoicing when an occasional dead whale drifted
ashore. Whole villages congregated at the spot, ate their fill, lelving
little but the bones, and then smeared then1selves from head to foot with
the rancid blubber. The padres have left indelible accounts of the
stench that emanated from t-heir charges after such feasts. In the main,
however, acorns, wild vegetables, seeds, small game, and shellfish con
stituted the average diet. Acorns, which were highly prized because
they could be stored J were ground into flour and cooked. A great number
of the tribal wars were fought over possession of rich acorn groves.
In the desert regions where acorns did not grow, the staple food was
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mesquite beans, the seed of the mesquite bush. Cooking was usually
done in a very primitive manner. A hole was scooped in the earth and
a layer of stones placed in the bottom. On top of this a fire was built
and continued until the stones were heated through. After raking the
coals aside, food was placed on the hot surface and the whole covered
with earth, making an ideal fireless cooker. Grasshoppers were usually
driven into huge pits, over which a fire would be built until they were
roasted. Though the Indians were omnivorous by nature, a few foods
were taboo, particularly bear, squirrel,mud hen, and wild pigeons and
doves.

Tribal organization was almost nonexistent among the San Diego
Indians. Order and supervision were a problem of the individual family.
Most crimes went unpunished, though tribal action was occasionally
exerted in cases of murder. Perhaps the most important and widespread
social activity was dancing. Among ceremonial dances were the adoles
cence rituals for boys and girls, the former including a fire dance.
Dances for the seasons were common, and purely ceremonial dances,
such as burial rite and eagle. killing dances, were found in all tribes. But
over and above these traditional and ritualistic dances, the natives in
dulged in "cool weather" dances, which gave pleasure while affording
comfort.

Religiously, the San Diego Indians were extremely difficult to
understand. 1 heir legends and beliefs did not follow logical sequence,
at least any form of logic comprehensible to the modern mind, but in
stead seemed to strive definitely toward a pattern of incoherence. Crea
tion myths vary greatly in detail. Animals played a large part in their
stories, the bear and the eagle being especially venerated. The bear's
skin was supposed to have magical properties. Among the legends
an outstanding characteristic is the personification of inanimate objects.
A legend of the Indians of the Cuyamaca region explains why three
peaks are clustered together, while a fourth stands farther to the south.
After a terrific. battle between the four, Pine Tree Mountain (Corte
Madera) moved to its present location. About one hundred years before
the white invasion, a new culture emanating from the north spread among
these people. Its beliefs centered about the being of a powerful god
called Chinigchinich. This new influence modified the basic beliefs
and ritualisms of the indigenous tribes, and, had it not been for the
arrival of the Spaniards, the new religion might have become entirely at
home in its new environment.

Medicine and religion were almost identical, as among other Amer
ican Indian tribes. Medicine men attempted to cure sickness by sucking
blood from the diseased tissue, by blowing "tobacco" smoke upon the
part, or by squirting water or saliva over the patient. The most valuable
part of the treatment was probably the rubbing and kneading of the
body. They specialized, much as the modern medical profession does,
though more variety was displayed, as exemplified by such abilities as
rain making, curing rattlesnake bites, and the valuable art of turning
oneself into a bear to destroy enemies.

This, then, was the fieid into which Spain sent soldiers and mission
aries, to hold against foreign invasion and to convert to Christianity.

23



Had the native population been better organized the conquest would
have added another bloody chronicle to history; yet, notwithstanding
the relatively large number of Indians in the territory (four thousand
being the estimated population of the San Diego area), the task of sub
jugation was accomplished with few disruptions. "In the beginning,
the Indians of this port showed themselves very haughty and arrogant,"
wrote Father Palou; but later in the account he added that "by degrees
they came to join the mission."

2. THE SPANISH
When Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, a Portuguese navigator in the service

of Spain, set sail from Natividad, Mexico, in June 1542, he but continued
the program of exploration which Hernan Cortes had begun in the
1530's. Cortes had actually touched on the southern tip of Lower Cali
fornia' near the site of La Paz, but adverse conditions forced him to
abandon his plans for further voyaging. In 1540 he returned to Spain,
where he passed the remainder of his life, and the responsibility of
continuing the northwestern explorations devolved upon his successor.

The search for wealth which had motivated so many of the New
World discoveries still dominated Spain's policy at this time. Fifty years
of exploration and conquest had not disillusioned her; and even in the
1540's her endeavors were colored with the hope that, at any moment,
some intrepid voyager would discover territories of infinite riches, or,
best of all, discover the famed mythical Straits of Anian, a sea passage
to the north of America which would give direct and quick access to
China, Japan, and the fabulously rich East Indies.

Cabrillo, with two small, ill-constructed boats, the San Salvador
and the Victoria, was instructed to go as far north as possible, in the
hope that once and for all the fact or the fiction of the Aniin Straits
might be known. The trip was slow and beset with difficulties, but on
September 28, 1542, he reached a fine bay. Rounding the protecting
point, he entered the harbor, and, as the diary of the voyage states,
named the harbor for San Miguel (Sp., St. Michael). The diary adds,
t 'being in this port there passed a very great tempest, but on account of
the port's being very good they suffered nothing."

Thus Cabrillo was the first white man to enter the harbor of San
Diego. After remaining in the bay for 6 days, the expedition continued
northward. In October they landed at the island of San Miguel, where
Cabrillo suffered a broken arm, but in spite of the pain he resumed the
voyage. Storms were encountered during November, which forced them
to turn back, and again they anchored at San Miguel Island. Here
Cabrillo died as a result of his injured arm. Ferrelo, the pilot of the
expedition, took command and returned northward as Cabrillo had de
sired. On March 1, 1543, he reached the northern limit of this voya:ge,
somewhere off the coast of present-day Oregon. The ships put back for
Natividad, reaching port in April.

In the course of the next 60 years several voyages were made along
the coast, notably those of Gali in 1584 and Cermenho in 1594, but
there is no record of another visit to San Diego harbor. Francis Drake's
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discovery of Drake's Bay in 1579 and his claim of this territory for
England under the nam'e of New Albion stirred Spain to an awareness
of the danger to Mexico should a foreign power secure a foothold in
such near territory. Already the freebooting of Drake and Thomas Cav
endish, the plundering of the rich Manila galleons, made it desirable that
ports be established in California where these ships might touch before
making the final stage of their voyage to Mexico. The capture and
looting of the galleon Santa Ana in 1587 by Cavendish brought matters
to a head. The government turned its attention to the problem of find
ing a port of safety on the northwestern coast. Several false starts
were made, but on May 5, 1602, three ships sailed-the San Diego, the
Santo T omds, and the T res Reyes-under the leadership of a merchant
navigator, Sebastian Vizcaino. From the tip of Lower California, each
mile of coast line was mapped and charted, the bays and points given
names, and careful observations made.

It was on November 10 that Vizcaino dropped anchor in the harbor
of San Diego, which no one had entered sinceCabrillo's expedition.
Everyone was charmed with the situation, and after preliminary observa
tions, a camp was established on Point Loma headland. On November
12, the feast day of San Diego de Alcald (Sp., St. lames of Alcala, St.
Didacus of the Roman Catholic Church), patron saint of the flagship,
a solemn mass was said, and the bay was named in his honor. For 10
days Vizcaino's men explored the surrounding area and scraped and over
hauled their ships, after which the northward journey was continued.
Monterey Bay was entered, and Vizcaino wrote highly of it; in fact, he
decided that in spite of his former belief that the bay of San Diego was
the ideal port for the Manila fleet, Monterey was better.

Vizcaino's voyage was a success so far as the objectives of the trip
were concerned. The voyage had been difficult. Men suffered from the
severe ocean storms, and, worst of all, from the poor food. Scurvy, so
often a companion of the early navigators, plagued the small band.
Before they reached the home port, more than 40 had died of the sick
ness. "The sick were dying of hunger because they could not eat what
was on board the ship on account of their sore mouths," Vizcaino re
corded in his diary.

Though the voyage was successful, the knowledge gained from
it was never properly utilized. Before Vizcaino's reports were inspected
by the Spanish authorities, a new viceroy arrived in Mexico, whose sub
sequent actions nullified the benefits derived from Vizcaino's explora
tions. Again the will-a' -the-wisp report of fabulous riches, this time
of islands between the west coast and Japan, stirred the Spanish officials.
It was decided to abandon the proposed settlement at Monterey and to
divert the funds into an expedition to find the mysterious islands. Not
until 167 years later did white men again enter San Diego harbor.

In the late eighteenth century, Russia began an intensive exploration
of the Alaskan country, and Russian hunters and explorers moved slowly
but steadily down the western coast. Spain awakened suddenly to the
fact that Monterey Bay was in danger of being colonized by a powerful
foreign nation. A few missions had been established in Lower California,
but this was the extent of the Spanish frontier in the Californias. Luckily
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for the Mexican governn1ent, it had an energetic inspector general in
Jose de Galvez, who, in 1768, made extensive plans for the ilnmediate
colonization and fortification of San Diego and Monterey. From La Paz,
Galvez personally supervised the expeditions which were to go north,
three by sea and two by land. The San CarLos sailed on January 9, 1769,
with 62 members in the crew. On the 15th of February the San Antonio
sailed. It arrived in the port of San Diego on April 11, but there was
no trace of the San Carlos. With a crew weakened from scurvy, the
San Antonio waited for her sister ship until the 29th. On that day the
San CarLos arrived, hardly able to get into port because of illness in the
crew, 24 having already died of scurvy. A third ship, the San Jose,
never reached port nor was it heard of again.

Galvez turned his attention to the land expeditions. Under the
command of Captain Rivera y Moncada, a company of about seventy,
Including Father Crespi, had marched north. They arrived on May 14
and found the disastrous conditions existing on the two ships. Fortunate
ly for the crews, Rivera had brought fresh food with him and more than
four hundred domestic animals. The whole company settled down and
awaited the arrival of the final party headed by Portola, governor of the
new province. On June 27, Sergeant Ortega pushed ahead of the main
body and informed the miserable settlers at San Diego of the nearness
of Portola. Rivera sent an escort of 10 soldiers to meet him, and Portola
hurried into camp, arriving on June 29. The rest of his party, accom
panied by Father Junipero Serra, father president of the California mis~

sions, arrived before noon on July 1. There was great rejoicing in the
camp. Medical supplies had come with the land expeditions, and the
presence of their governor and commander in chief, Portola, heartened
everyone. Plans were made to establish a garrison and a mission, and
Portola determined to select a small band and push on to Monterey,
the main objective of his trip. .

The first years of San Diego's existence as garrison and mission
were miserable. Serra built a slnall hut on July 16, 1769, on the edge
of a hill overlooking the river flats at the head of the bay. Here a
solemn mass was said, and the first mission of Upper California was
established to the glory of God and· tbe converSIon of the heathen. It
was named Mission San Diego de Alcala, in honor of the patron saint
for whom Vizcaino had named the district. Earthworks were thrown
up around the church area, and after the building of huts for the use of
soldiers and for supplies, it became the first presidio of Upper California.

Conversions came slowly for the padres. In 1773 Fathers Crespi
and Palou arrived to assist their old friend Serra. By 1774 it was evident
that the site selected was unsuited for a mission, both because of the lack
of tillable land for planting and because of the nearness of the garrison,
which did not set a good example for the converts. The padres moved
up Mission Valley about 6 miles, and there in the fall of 1774 ground
was broken for a new building.

0:1 the night of November 4, 1775, about four hundred Indians
attacked the mission and burned it to the ground. Among the slain was
Father Luis Jayme, the first martyr in the California field. Heroic men
were these padres, who sacrificed their lives and comfort that Christianity
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might cover the earth. Jayme, finding that the Indians were destroYIng
the mission, walked out to them, extended his arms, aad said, ..Love
God, my children!" The Indians set upon him with clubs and killed him.

This dreadful set-back did not deter Serra from continuing the
work. When he heard of Jayme's martyrdom, he exclaimed, "Thanks
be to God! That land is already irrigated; now the conversion of the
Dieguenos will succeed."

The mission was rebuilt and rededicated in 1777. Vineyards and
orchards of olive, date, and pear trees were planted. The herds were
set to graze in the fertile pasture lands in the little valleys of the sur
founding country, and everything flourished.

Life was slow at San Diego in the succeeding years. Few records
have come down, because, the seat of government being at Monterey,
San Diego remained only one of the four principal garrisons of the
province and the other missions prospered more than San Diego Mission.

The first excitement of any importance to the little village was the
a'rrival of the ship DiscOl!erYJ under the com,mand of the navigator Van
couver, in 1793. Spanish policy prohibited foreign trade with her colo
nies; but this man came to observe and gather scientific data. His book,
published shortly afterwards, described San Diego as a wonderful port,
but inadequately protected. He recommended that a fort be placed at
the entrance to the harbor, at Point Guijarros (Sp., cobblestones). By
1803 this had been done.

The first Yankees to set foot in San Diego were four sailors who
had been left in Lower California. They walked to San Diego and
arrived in 1798. After being held by the authorities for a while, they
were deported to Mexico. The first Yankee ship to enter the port was
the Betsy on August 25, 1800, and after taking on water and wood it
departed, much to the relief of the officials. But in the face of Yankee
acquisitiveness this isolation did \not last. Reports of the wealth of skins
to be had in ,California had already reached Boston, and during the first
half of the nineteenth century the Boston clippers arrived at the Cali
fornia ports in ever increasing numbers.

In 1803 the sailing vessel Alexander made an unsuccessful attempt
to smuggle five hundred otter skins from the harbor, and later in the
year the Lelia Byrd had a lively skirmish while tfying to smuggle furs.
The fight between this ship and Fort Guijarros, in which several shots
,vere exch~nged, became the widely talked-of "Battle of San Diego."

In 1813 the Mission San Diego in its new and final form was dedi
cated. The present restored mission represeQts that stage of its existence.
(See Tour 7.) During these years the converts increased in numbers,
and about 1818 it was found advisable to establish ,an asistencia (Sp.,
chapel) at Santa Ysabel. 40 miles inland, to take care of the many Indians
who could not keep ui close contact with the mission.

In 1818 there was a flurry of excitement when it was feared that
Hippolyte Bouchard, a pirate flying the outlaw flag of Buenos Aires,
would raid San Diego and destroy the garrison. Bouchard had already
looted Monterey and had moved on San Juan Capistrano. From San
Diego, Santiago Arguello led a party of 30 men to the aid of San Juan,
but Bouchard landed, seized some food and wine, and sailed away. He
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ignored San Diego on his way south, which might indicate that he was
aware that the port was too poor to repay an attack.

The garrison was occasionally augmented with fresh soldiers from
Lower California, but rClJrely during the Spanish rule were they paid,
though nominally they received a salary. Food and clothing, neither
very plentiful, came from the mission supplies. The population of the
presidio in 1820 was about 450 persons, 175 of whom were members
of the military. During this time the community became increasingly
lethargic. No one seemed to mind the steady deterioration, though re
ports were sent to Mexico accompanied by requests for funds for re
building and repair. Even the former vigilance in regard to the intrud
ing of foreign craft relaxed; and when the British whaler Discovery en
tered the harbor in 1820 and took soundings there was no objection from
the comandante (Sp., com'fnander).

In Mexico in the second decade of the nineteenth century there
were rumblings of rebellion against the Spanish rule; but little San Diego
\vas too far out of the world to be either concerned with or to know much
about what was happening. Spain was losing her Mexican colonies, but
to San Diego the whole problem was how to get food and clothing
and what to do about the dilapidated condition of the garrison buildings.
In Mj~,ion Valley the padres did their best to make the .mission as self
sustaining as possible, for they too had long before that time ceased
to expect much aid from the mother country.

3. THE MEXICANS
California from its earliest days until the advent of American rule

had of course never been more than an outpost of Spanish civilization.
By 1800, Spanish authority had so visibly weakened in her American
colonies that during the following two decades her possessions one after
another declared themselves independent. Mexico after 1810 was a
hotbed of political disturbances, yet few of these !revolutionary move
ments affected the presidios and pueblos (Sp. garrisons and towns) of
California. For many years the military of the California garrisons
had been forced to live on the products of the missions, giving bills
of credit against the Spanish crown for the goods received. Though the
padres had little hope of being able to redeem these notes, and though
they did not relish the task of caring for the white population as well as
for the Indians, they were helpless in the face of the armed force which
the military commanders could bring to bear against them. It was not
an unCOlnmon thing for the commander to march to a mission and take
by force the grain his troops needed.

Neglected as they were by the home government, the Californians
were compelled to depend upon their own resources. This fostered a
feeling of independence which was later to make theirs a troublesome
province for the ~exican officials. The successful revolt of the patriot
priest Hidalgo in 1810, which freed Mexico from Spanish rule, and the
subsequent crowning of Iturbide as emperor of Mexico in 1821, were
already old events when the Californians heard of them. The Califor
nians were puzzled, but swore allegiance to the new government, ex-
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pecting no worse treatment than the old one had given them.
In April 1822 the Spanish flag was replaced by the new Mexican

emblem; and before the year was out California's first gubernatorial
election had been held and Luis Arguello elected. After the excitement
died down, the people returned to their cattle raising, fiestas J and dull
presidio routine as though nothing had happened. In 1825 Jose Maria
Echeandia was appointed governor. Because his territory included both
Upper and Lower California, he chose San Diego for his capital. Nat
urally, there was dissatisfaction in Monterey, the actual capital of the
province, but Echeandia continued to reside at San Diego, contending
that its climate was better for his health. Monterey attempted a revolt,
which Echeandia quelled, but the disturbances forced him to pass the
greater part of 1829 in the north. His enemies hinted that San Diego's
chief attraction for the governor was the gay senoritas. But Sln Diego
flourished under his administration, and the port revenues for 1828 were
$34,000, the greatest in San Diego's history before American rule, and
6 times that of the port of San Francisco.

Throughout this period cattle raising was the mainstay of California
economics. Because the white population was mainly military, and
therefore confined to the presidial areas, it was not an easy matter to
cultivate intensively the rich outlying lands, but cattle turned to graze
in the open valleys and on the hillsides could be looked after by a few
l laqtteros (Sp., cou)boys). Soon the leading families of the state were
cattle barons, owning great tracts of land which were usually granted to
them by the government and on which they pastured thousands of head
of cattle and horses. The mission system broke down under Mexican
rule, for though in theory the mission lands were held in trust by the
government for the Indians, in practice they were given away to political
adherents, with little observance of the rights of the natives. True, it
was stipulated in most of the grants that the new owners should consider
the Indians as wards and should not interfere with their territorial usage.
l\S long as the lands were held by Spaniards and Mexicans, the Indians
were accepted as part of the responsibilities of the rancheros (Sp., ranch
ers), but when the Americans came and bought the ranchos (Sp., ranch
es), most of the Indians were driven into the uninviting and almost
unproductive areas of the back country.

The cattle production of California became known to shipping in
terests in the eastern United States, particularly those centered in Boston.
The Sachem, visiting San Diego in 1822, is generally credited with
opening the hide trade, which in the succeeding years made the rancheros
prosperous and, of course, added greatly to the material wealth of the
United States. San Diego became the base of operations for most of the
hide-carrying vessels, and hide houses, rude, barnlike structures, were
built at La Playa, under the shelter of Point Lorna. Here hides were
cured and stored until taken to the east coast. Richard Henry Dana,
] f., in Two Years Before the j\1ast describes the time that he passed at
San Dieg9 and along the coast in this trade. Though the hide traffic
became of great importance, it had not been gained easily. The Spanish
policy of keeping all ports closed to commerce with,~f8reign ships was for
the most part done away with under Mexican rule, especially bec~use of
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the opportunity to charge for licenses and to lay import duties, for the
CaIifornia-bound ships brought merchandise that was sold and traded
for the hides and tallow. Import duties were high, and the Yankee
traders smuggled whenever possible. All ships were required to clear
at Monterey, but more often than not the captain of a ship, having paid
duty at Monterey, would transfer the cargo from one or more sister
ships, and thus trade and sell several shiploads for the price of one license.
These ships brought woolen and cotton stuffs, agricultural implements,
firearms and powder, hardware and feminine toilet articles. The ships'
decks were used for display counters, and the arrival of a merchant ship
,vas hailed as a gala event. The Californians would pour down to the
harbor to buy what they needed; and then, as now, it was human nature
to look without buying.

Though trade restrictions were few under Mexican rule, the govern
Inent did not overcome its fear of foreign intervention and conquest.
For this reason all foreigners in the country were watched carefully.
Many of the traders remained in California, settled down, took out
Mexican naturalization papers, became Catholics, and married into Span
ish families. But any new adventurer landing on the shores or coming
overland was treated as an enemy until his actions should prove him
otherwise. The Jedediah Smith party, coming overland in December of
1826, received brusque treatment at first, but after being examined by
Governor Echeandia at San Diego they were allowed to obtain supplies
and go about their business. In 1827 Duhaut-Cilly, a French sea captain,
visited the port and described San Diego as a ruined presidio, ill-shapen
and ugly, with 30 or 40 mud houses on the river flats. In the following
year the Sylvester Pattie party of eight trappers landed in San Diego.
Echeandia, according to the account published in after years by Sylvester's
son, James Pattie, was cruel and unbending in his suspicion of these
Americans. Sylvester died !n the presidial jail, and the others were
released only after James proved that he had a vaccine to combat a
smallpox epidemic that was raging throughout California. Though
Pattie's N arrativeJ published in 1831, is the only source for this account
and his veracity has been questioned on many points, the whole account
well represents the official attitude toward foreigners. I

When Manuel Victoria arrived in San Diego in December 1830,
Echeandia's governorship ended. Victoria immediately removed the seat
of government to Monterey, where he instituted a high-handed policy of
dictatorship. With this move he incurred the enmity of the Californians,
who considered themselves practically a separate state with constitutional
rights. In the fall of 1831, Abel Stearns and Jose Antonio Carrillo,
both of whom had been banished by Victoria, met at San Diego, and
together with Juan Bandini and Pio Pico conspired to oust Victoria.
This revolt was one of the first of a series of comic-opera wars which
were destined to flare up at a minute's notice during the remaining years
of Mexican sovereignty. An army of about 20 men marched on the
San Diego presidio and captured it, imprisoning the com,manding officers.
After Echeandia had been convinced that he should head the revolt, and
all of San Diego had joined in, a manifesto was issued, and the army
marched on Los Angeles. Victoria marched south with only 30 men,
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not knowing the full force of his enemies. On December 6, the rebels
Inet him in Cahuenga Pass (in modern Hollywood), two hundred strong.
A verbal battle started, which wound up in a slight skirmish in which
two men were killed and Victoria was wounded. Echeandia's force,
despite its outnumbering Victoria's almost 7 to 1, fled the field. A
few days later the iron-handed but sincere Victoria, after thinking the
situation over in the quiet cloisters of San Gabriel Mission, resigned.
Echeandia resumed office, and when a legislative body met, Pia Pico
was elected governor. Echeandia did not approve of this, and after Los
Angeles refused to recognize the new ruler, Pico resigned, having gov
erned only 20 days. Echeandia and Agustin V. Zamorano then ruled
jointly until a new governor was appointed by Mexico.

Jose Figueroa, the new appointee, arrived at Monterey in January
1833. His rule was better than that of the previous governors, but it
was unfortunate that he was required to complete the secularization of
the missions. By this act thousands of Indians were forced away from
the protection of the church, at a time when they were not equipped
to compete in th~ white man's way of living.

In 1834 San Diego was organized as a pueblo} and Juan Maria Osuna
became the first alcalde (Sp., mayor). After 1836 the town's population
decreased, and in 1838, not having the requisite number of citizens to
constitute a pueblo, the council resigned' and San Diego for the next 8
years was ruled as a department of Los Angeles. By 1840 the population
was scarcely more than one hundred and forty persons, and the presidio,.
which boasted but one soldier the year before, was now a crumbling
heap of ruins. Save for an occasional Indian uprising in the back
country, the town's lethargic existence was unruffled. It slept quietly
beside the bay, hardly aware of the constant political bickerings in the.
northern part of the state. In 1837 Juan Bandini attempted another
revolution, this time against Gov. Juan Bautista Alvarado, but after
capturing Los Angeles he hurried home to quell an Indian uprising. The
Indians subdued, he assembled his UArmy of the Supreme Government,"
about one hundred men, and marched north. Then followed a typical
musical-comedy turn. Mexico, having established a new government,
sent a com'missioner to the Californias with the laws of 1836 to replace
the old constitution of 1824. He stopped at San Diego, where the
citizens took the oath of allegiance to the new laws. The commissioner
joined the revolutionaries at San Luis Rey and marched with them to
Los Angeles. In Los Angeles they held a fiesta, and everyone took the
oath. In the meantime, Governor Alvarado marched south to meet the
insurgents and, being met in Los Angeles by the commissioner, took the
oath of allegiance to the new laws. This left the rebels without a revolt,
for the old enemy was now on their side. The "supreme army" melted
away, and Alvarado returned to his gubernatorial duties. Somehow the
southern faction felt that they had been cheated out of a good revolution,
but there was nothing that could be done about it.

Declining San Diego had another small glimpse of Mexican gran
duer before dropping out of the political picture altogether. Gov.
Manuel Micheltorena arrived to take command in California, bringing
with him an army of about five hundred convicts. This was Mexico's
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THE LOPEZ HOUSE IN OLD TOWN, TYPICAL OF THE
MEXICAN PERIOD (GeddeJ photograph)

way of getting rid of criminals and at the same time of fortifying the
California frontier against a possible revolt. The recent loss of Texas to
the Americans was fresh in Mexico's mind. San Diego, which had hailed
with delight this break in the monotony of its existence, was only too
glad to see the last of Micheltorena's vandals. Alfred Robinson, an early
American settler, who was in port at the time, described the situation..
"Day after day the place resounded with the noise of the trumpet and
the drums; and a level spot, on the river's margin, was the scene of
military maneuvers. At night, the gardens and vineyards were plun
dered, and the neighboring farms suffered greatly, from the frequency
of the soldiers' visits."

Micheltorena's rule and his army were thoroughly disliked. In
1845 Pio Pico and a force defeated him at Cahuenga Pass, and the gov
ernor agreed to leave California and take his army with him. Pico
assumed power and removed the capital to Los Angeles, leaving Jose
Castro as military commander at Monterey with power to collect customs
receipts. In the midst of this divided condition, Pico foresaw the begin
ning of the end of Mexican rule. Realizing that California would prob
ably throw off her allegiance to the mother country, he used the last few
months of his power in granting thousands of square miles of California
lands to himself, his friends, and his followers. Many of these grants were
near San Diego, the largest of them, Rancho Santa Margarita, of 133,400
acres, he granted to himself and his brother Andres. The validity of
these land grants occupied the United States Land Commissioners for
many years.

In 1846 the long-expected upflSmg of foreigners occurred. The
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Bear Flag Revolt, under John C. Fremont, established an independent
republic, in part of the territory at least; and before this could be over
thrown, the war between the United States and Mexico broke out. On
July 29, 1846, the American sloop of war Cyane sailed into San Diego
ha'fbor under command of Capt. Samuel F. Dupont with a company of
about one hundred and sixty men, including Fremont, Kit Carson, Alexis
Godey, and a few Delaware Indian scouts. Many of the leading citizens
w'elcomed them, and amid festivities on their part and uncertainty on the
part of the rest of the population, Lieutenant Rowan raised the American
flag in the plaza. Thus ended Mexican rule in San Diego, though in
actuality the little town remained thoroughly Mexican in appearance and
temperament for several decades.

4. THE AMERICANS
Cahuenga Pass, which for years had been the Armageddon for so

many California conflicts, saw also the termination of the war between
the United States and the Californians. There, on January 13, 1847, Gen.
Andres Pico surrendered to Fremont, bringing an almost bloodless war
to a close. Although the war lasted about 6 months, and the skirmishes
were mostly hide-and-seek games between the opposing forces, one battle,
at least, that of San Pasqual, in December of 1846, was of dramatic
import.

After the flag of the United States had been raised in the plaza of
Old Town, in July of 1846, Fremont and Stockton waited 10 days before
they marched aga-inst Los Angeles. The Mexicans proved restless, and
because of the smallness of the American garrison left to hold San Diego,
they mustered a force and attacked the town. The Americans, together
with a few of the Californian families who had favored the American
occupation, fled to the whaler Stonington, anchored in the bay. Again
the Mexican flag flew over the plaza. Captain Merritt, in command of
the American force aboard the Stonington, decided to retake the town.
Fearing that the old cannon of the presidio might be used against his
men, he dispatched Albert B. Smith, a sailmaker who had lived for some
years in San Diego, to spike them. With that accomplished, his force
marched on the town, engaged the Mexicans, and drove them out. Smith,
under fire, climbed the flagpole to attach the halyards, and then hauled
the United States flag into place.

In November, Commodore Stockton returned to San Diego and
relieved the city from the Mexican forces which continued to harass the
inhabitants. Not to be surprised again, Stockton ordered the fort on the
hill strengthened and added a hundred men to the garrison. In the
meantime, Los Angeles had been recaptured by the Mexicans, and Stock
ton prepared to march north again. Before he left San Diego, however,
he received a communication from Gen. Stephen Kearny, stating that
he was approaching San Diego, guided by Kit Carson, and that he was
bringing additional forces to assist in the conquest. He had left Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, under orders from President Polk, and his men
and horses were exhausted from the long desert crossing. On December
5, a detachment of Stockton's men met Kearny's command near Santa
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Ysabel. Kearny sent out a scouting party which found the Mexican
forces, under command of Gen. Andres Pico, camped near the Indian
village of San Pasqua!. In the night Kearny marched against the enemy;
and, in spite of the pouring rain, the undernourished men and horses,
and the ill-advised tactics of attacking an enemy in strange territory
without knowing his size and strength, Kearny decided on a surprise
attack and advanced upon the enemy position at dawn, December 6.
His advance guard came over a hill and sighted theccampfires of the
Californians. Without waiting for the rear guard, arid with little in
telligent planning, the detachment was commanded to· charge. '. The Cali
fornians, seeing the smallness of the American force descending upon
them, formed in line and met the charging force upon their lances. The
slaughter was br'ief. After 19 Americans were killed and 16 wounded,
the unhar,med Californians galloped into the hills and surrounded Kear
ny' s ~hole force.

Kearny attempted to rally his men, sent frantic messages to Stockton
for aid, and moved the detachment as near as possible to San Diego.
Constantly besieged by the Californians, he was forced at last to make
camp and throw up what fortifications were possible under the circum
stances. On December 9, a rescue party of 215 men arrived, and
Kearny's shattered force was escorted into San Diego, arriving on Decem
ber 12. The Californians retired to San Gabriel, where they put up a
losing battle, on January 8, 1847. Five days later Pico capitulated to
Fremont at Cahuenga.

The period immediately following the war was chaotic and unsettled.
The new territory, which officially became a part of the United States
by the ratification of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of February 2,
1848, was filled with warring factions, demoralized Indians, and strag
glers from the east who had begun to arrive even before news of the
discovery of gold. After the gold strike at Sutter's Mill, eastern news
papers publicized the country so thoroughly that within a year thirty-five
thousand persons had become citizens of the state.

Many of the Spanish families of San Diego were delighted at the
change in rule. Such prominent citizens as Miguel de Pedrorena and
Juan Bandini would have been executed by Mexico as traitors had the
war terminated in a victory for the Californians. Bandini had furnished
a horse to Fremont when the Americans began their attack on Los An
geles. Bandini's daughters made the first United States flag flown in
San Diego from old flannels and muslins. Pedrorena had stolen one
of the presidial cannon and buried it in his back yard to keep it out of
Mexican hands.

Among the American troops stationed at Old Town were the Mor
mon Battalion and Stephenson's Regiment, Company 1. Seventy-eight
members of the Mormon Battalion were stationed at Fort Stockton, and
diaries of various members of the detail record their activities during
that time. One soldier wrote that he had "whitewashed all San Diego."
A son was born to the wife of Capt. Jesse D. Hunter, commander of the
Mormons, and was named Diego, in honor of the town. He is reputed to
have been the first child born of American parents in San Diego.

In some cases troops were stationed in private homes, as is evidenced
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by a letter of Juan Maria Osuna, first Mexican mayor of San Diego,
which is now in the files of the Serra Museum. The letter, in poor
Spanish, lists the damage done to his house by the soldiers, and is
translated as follows:

"List ,of the damages suffered by my house during the occupation
of the town of San Diego, the year 1846,my house having been used as
military barracks.

"First: an orchard attached to the house, with the chili and onion
garden; a cased water-well, and its superstructure. All of this was de
stroyed. They filled up the well. All of the wooden fence was split
into kindling. The value of all this is one hundred pesos.

"They threw down a section of the wall of the afore-mentioned
orchard, to make a fortification: $32. Within the house (there was
taken) from the pantry, 225 pounds of salt; 15 strings of chili; 12
(strings) of onions; and two containers of onions. The value of the
salt, $18; of the chilis, $11.25; of the onions, $24; and of the two con
tainers, $10; one table, $7; the double doors of the cupboards, which
were also converted into kindling, $4; the boards of the closets, $2; the
large-sized adobe (bricks) which they destroyed, $3; one dozen spoons,
$3; a pitcher, $1; a night-pot, $1; and two jars of lard, $10.

Feb. 15, 1847. (signed) Juan Ma. Osuna/'

In 1847, the first official census of San Diego County was taken
by order of Colonel Stephenson. The white population numbered 248;
and there were 483 converted Indians, 1,550 "wild" Indians, 3 negroes,
and 3 Sandwich Islanders. In September of 1848, the Stephenson Regi
ment was mustered out; but detachments of other regiments were sta
tioned at the San Diego Mission until late in the 1860's.

Becaus,e Congress was too busy with the slavery issue to pay much
attention to the new territory, 'California was left to shift for itself.
Lawlessness abounded, and as Cleland states, in his history of the Amer
ican period, "There was Civil Law, Pike County Code, New York Code,
Common Law, Maritime Law, Law of the Plains, Military Law, and
Miner's Law! Courts were Americo-Mexican, Military-Civil, and Vigi
lante more than anything else." At last the people of the state took
matters into their own hands and called a convention to meet at San Jose,
on D·ecember 11, 1848. Denouncing the "Squatter Regime," Gov.
Bennett Riley, who had succeeded Persifor Smith as military governor,
called the first constitutional convention, at Monterey, August 1, 1849.
M'iguel de Pedrorena and H'enry Hill v.fere delegates from San Diego.
A constitution was formed at thisc.l~. lention, state boundaries were set,
and Peter H. Burnett, pioneer D'emocrat, was elected the first governor.
A year later, on September 9, 1850, President Fillmore signed the bill
which admitted California into the Union.

San Diego headed the list of 27 counties created by the new gov
ernment. The eastern boundary was the present Arizona state line, and
the area included the present San Diego County, Imperial County, all,
save a narrow western strip, of the present Riverside and San Bernardino
Counties, and the eastern half of Inyo County. Iri 1851, it was cut to an
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area which included the present San Diego, Imperial, and most of River
side Counties.

In 1850, Old Town and La Playa were rivals as a site for the San
Diego of the future. Citizens of the district bought land in both places
and vied with each other in predicting which would be of most impor
tance. Property of the county was valued in that year at slightly over a
half-million dollars, three-fourths of it being within the city itself. The
city of San Diego was incorporated, and the first election held. The city
fathers passed an ordinance fixing the salaries of city officials at a total
of $6,800 per annum, but after the veto of the mayor, Joshua Bean, they
passed a new ordinance appropriating $2,400 for salaries. But evidently
the treasury of $10,610 was too good to be left idle. On October 14, the
council appropriated $500 for a ball to honor the United States Coast
Survey, and a few days later, $300 for a ball to honor the admission of
California into the Union.

In the meanwhile, a movement to start a new San Diego was afoot.
Lieutenant Gray, of the Boundary Survey, had seen the sandy shelf of
land where modern downtown San Diego is situated, and decided that it
was an ideal place for a town. He convinced several others, including
William Heath Davis, Miguel de Pedrorena, Jose Antonio Aguirre, and
William C. Ferrell, and together they formed a company. One hundred
and sixty acres of city land were purchased for $2,304, bounded by the
present Broadway, Front Street, and the harbor. Around a plaza, Pan
toja Park, the new city was laid out. Davis bought a shipload of portable
houses, lumber, and bricks ia San Francisco, which he shipped to San
Diego. The first house built in the new subdivision was his own. The
United States Government built a military base and barracks in the new
town, and here the first school was opened. In 1851, John Judson Ames,
an itinerant journalist, landed in New Town and started publishing the
San Diego H e1'ald, 12 days later than the Los Angeles Star, the earliest
paper in southern California. The new settlement depended upon burros
and wagons to supply drinking water, which was carried from the San
Diego River, 3 miles to the north. Ten years later the soldiers dug a
well, but by that time the town had ceased to exist as a town, only the
barracks and governmental depot remaining. With the outbreak of the
Civil War, the troops were gradually withdrawn, and New Town, or
"Davis' Folly" as it was derisively called, was abandoned. The business
men moved back to Old Town, and in 1853, Ames took the Herald to
Old Town. There it remained until 1860, when it ceased publication.

The Americans who had drifted into San Diego during the 1840's
and 1850's intermarried with the Spanish and Mexican families, and it
was not long before the government was almost entirely in the hands of
these pioneers. The town was infested with rowdies, adventurers, and
drifters who ran ('hog-wild" with little official correction.. True, the
Herald frequently turned its editorial eye upon the scene, and grew sar
castic about the lack of civic pride in law enforcement, but it was many
years before any cor'rective measures were taken. The Indians were a
problem in themselves, and .little wonder, for every other house was a
saloon, where the Indians could get liquor freely. Killings were frequent.
The H erald comme~ted on one escapade: "A lot of greasers had a bade
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(Sp., ball) the other evening, and as that was not enough for one night,
they turned to and stoned a poor Indian, belonging to Mrs. Marron,
until he quietly laid down and died. This is considered fine sport, and
as our magistrates don't trouble about such little matters, it will probably
be repeated on the next occasion, with perhaps slight variations."

Recognizing the need of a good jail, for the old adobe in the center
of the plaza which had been used for that purpose had long since out
lived its usefulness, the city fathers opened bids for a new one, to be
built of stone. The Israel brothers bid low at $3,000, but the contract
~was awarded to Agostin Haraszthy for $5,000. His father, Charles Ha
raszthy, was a member of the common council. Within a fe\\T months,
after laying a part of the cobblestone walls in a mortar without cement,
rain damaged the uncompleted building. Haraszthy complained that he
would be unable to finish it without a further allotment. He was granted
-another $2,000. The whole graft would have been nothing out of the
ordinary, if the city had received any satisfaction from its finished jail,
but it is reported that one of the first prisoners managed to dig his way
out with a pocketknife.

The last Indian trouble of any great importance, the Garra uprising,
occurred in November of 1851. Antonio Garra, a chief of the Cupefio
Indians of Warner Hot Springs, was incited by Bill Marshall, a white
trader, to revolt. Garra hirrlself was an honorable man, rather well edu
cated, who believed in his cause. He wished to free the Indians of
California and again establish independence for his people. The Warner
Ranch was attacked and several persons were killed. T'he ringleaders of
the uprising were captured, and on January 10, 1852, were executed.

In 1852 the city charter was repealed, and the government vested in
a board of trustees. The treasury's $10,610 was depleted; the city had
issued scrip, and the city fathers found this move was the safest way out
of a bad predicament. City administration had been lax, the public of
ficials being frequently too busy with their own business to take care of
civic affairs. In 1852, Philip Crosthwaite, the county clerk and recorder,
was deputized to hold at one time the offices of all the other county
officials, because they were away at a fiesta. Outlawry was so open that
a law was passed inflicting the death penalty, at the discretion of the jury,
for any theft above the value of $50. A rowdy character, one Yankee
Jim Robinson, was hanged under this law for stealing a rowboat. Justice
was administered more often by inspiration than by code. It is recorded
of Charles Haraszthy, while justice of the peace, that he always entered
judgment against the party who had money or property. In the case of
Couts vs. Morales, he entered judgment against Couts for 25 cents,
though it should have been against Morales. Couts swore he wouldn't
pay, and Haraszthy was in something of a quandary. When it was sug
gested that he enter the judgment against the right man, Morales, he
replied, "VeIl, but dis man, he got no moneys. Ve must gif de shudg
ment to de man vat gifts us de pizness!"

In 1853, a remarkable man arrived in Old Town. He was it.
George Horatio Derby, sent by the Government to build a dike across
the river flats to turn the San Diego· River into Mission Bay. During
his 2 years in Old T'own he created an impression which remained for
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Inany years. In the fall of 1853, while Editor Ames was in San Fran
cisco, Derby was left in charge of the Hera/d. For 6 weeks he edited
the paper under the pen name of John Phoenix. He turned it topsy
turvy with his wit, changing the editorial political policy and in one issue
satirizing the growing interest in illustrated newspapers by issuing a
"Phoenix Illustrated Edition." In 1855, Ames, while in the East, issued
a volume of Derby's writings, Ph 0 enixiana, and 10 years later, posthum
ously, a second volume appeared: The Squibob Papers, which took its
title from another of Derby's pen names, John Q. Squibob. In 1855,
Derby was sole owner of the Hera/d) and made a contract with William
H. Noyes, by which the latter edited the paper, receiving two-thirds of
the returns. After that year, Derby was transferred to other parts of
the country.

During the 1850's the first major attempt was made to bring a rail
road to San Diego. The San Diego & Gila Railroad project created in
tense excitement for many years, but finally died out completely in the
early 1870's. Transportation was mainly by stage. The Giddings and
Woods pack train line started service between San Diego and San An
tonio, Texas, on August 9, 1857. In the following year the Butterfield
Stages were first operated and continued running until the outbreak of
the Civil War. After 1865, the Capron line operated between San Diego
and Los Angeles, and in 1867, through the influence of Major Ben Tru
man, postal agent for California, San Diego became a secondary terminal
for the EI Paso 1:oute.

With the arrival of Alonzo Erastus Horton on April 15, 1867, Old
Town, and all that it 'represented in Spanish and Mexican heritage, was
given its deathblow, though at the time no one would have pictured the
sturdy, tight-lipped little Yankee as an angel of doom. Horton was
shrewd. He saw at a glance that if San Diego was to grow into an
important seaport city, it must be moved to the present downtown site.
Horton was a go-getter, in its most ,modern sense. Learning that the
city fathers were continuing in office illegally to save the expense of an
election, Horton himself put up the money. He picked his own candi
dates, had them elected, and then bought at auction the city lands he
wanted. The 1,000 acres which he bought cost him about 21 cents an
acre. It was a whirlwind affair. Within a few weeks he had platted
the new town and was advertising in the San Francisco papers. At the
foot of Fifth Avenue he built a wharf costing $45,000, and within a short
time several houses were built and a hotel was opened. Horton, a
"Black Republican," announced that only Republicans would receive
work from his jobs, though San Diego was a stronghold of the Demo
crats. The Republican majority quite naturally grew by leaps and
bounds.

The 226 blocks of Horton's Addition, as the town was called,
sold so swiftly that Horton often complained that he became tired of
handling so much\rmoney. He donated land to churches, gave the site
for a courthouse, and even offered property free to individuals who
would immediately erect houses upon it.

San Diego became real estate mad. People lived in tents on their
lots until they could clear away the brush and cactus. More frequently

40



they sold out at fancy prices before they could settle on the Ian?
Buyers bought from ,maps without inspecting the purch~s~,. and In
turn sold to other speculators, sight unseen. Other subdIVIsIons d.e
veloped. Sherman's Addition, east of Fifteenth Street, opened In
1868, and although it was mainly a section of ravines and sand hills,
sold rapidly.

. The first official act to establish a city park occurred on February
15, 1868. The city fathers inspected 160 acres of waste mesa land,
north of Horton's Addition, and the very bleakness of the' land made
them generous. Instead of the 160 acres originally inspected, they
put aside 1,400 acres for a park, to be kept perpetually for that pur~

pose. Luckily for the modern city, this act was ratified by the State
legislature, because even this tract came under the rapacious eyes of
the land sharks within a few years, and only the law of the land kept
the park intact.

Between 1860, the year the Herald ceased publication, and 1868,
San Diego had no newspaper of its own. On October 10, 1868, the
San Diego Union started publication in Old Town, and in 1870 moved
to Horton's Addition. Old Town was fighting a losing battle. One
by one the merchants ,moved to the new town, officially called South
San Diego. A move was started to transfer the county seat to Hor
ton's town, which was opposed bitterly by the Old Town property
owners. On April 3, 1871, with a secrecy which public excitement
demanded, the records were bundled ip.to a wagon and moved to a
temporary courthouse in New Town. Old Town gave up the struggle.
It became officially North San Diego after that. When a fire swept
the south side of the plaza, in 1872, many of the business houses
were destroyed, and Old Town's importance as a community was ended.

Gold was discovered in the Julian area in February of 1870, and
this did much to bring people to the county. By 1873 so 'many
people were settled in Julian and Banner that a serious attempt was
made to transfer the county seat to Julian. This effort failed. In the
18 years of mining activity it is estimated that more than 15 million
dollars' worth of gold was removed from the district.

Horton startled the city in 1870 by building a hotel on the present
site of the U. S. Grant Hotel. The business center at that time was
at Fifth Avenue and Market Street. It was madness, so everyone
said, for hilm to move so far out of the center of things. But Horton
was shrewd enough to see that Broadway was to become the main
artery of the town. The Horton House, which opened on October
10, 1870, was a miracle of its day, with one hundred rooms, and a
"Ladies' Parlor" the only one of its kind south of San Francisco. The
whole job had cost $150,000. Awe-stricken citizens and travelers ad
mired its black walnut furniture and its marble-topped washstands.

The great "Tom Scott Boom" started in 1872. The Kimball
brothers, founders of National City, negotiated with Tom Scott, a
railroad magnate, to make San Diego and National City the terminal
for a transcontinental railroad. The city's population rose to four
thousand. Lots changed hands as often as five times a day, each sale
boosting the original price by hundreds of dollars. When the pro-
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posed Texas· & Pacific Railro~d failed to materialize, the bubble broke~

and a period of despondency and business inactivity followed.
The San Diego Sun, now a Scripps-Howard paper, was first issued

on July 19, 188l.
Not until 1885 did the railroad finally arrive, and then it was

a branch of the Santa Fe system. A second boom followed. Insane
real estate speculation swept the citizens off their feet, and it was
evident that they had learned nothing from the previous experience.
Building activities were mushroomlike, and the ornate "gingerbread"
style of that period spread over the town like a lacework veneer.

By 1887 it is estimated that the population had risen to forty
thousand, the crest of the boom. Houses were built, wharves con
structed, and every type of business house arose where only brush and
lizards had been seen a few months before. Board sidewalks and sand
were everywhere, and, as one pioneer recorded, "the sand was full of
fleas." The boom ended as suddenly as it started. By 1890 there
vvere barely seventeen thousand people in the city. The community
settled down to a slow, steady increase, more consistent with healthy
growth, and in the long run more beneficial. But during the boom
several progressive things had come to the city. The first train from
the East arrived on November 21, 1885; the first electric lights and
horse cars began operation in 1886; the first electric streetcar line,
the third in the vvorld, started in 1887; and in 1888 the first modern
dam, that on the Sweetwater River, was completed. Gas and telephone
services had been established in 1881 and 1882.

Between 1890 and 1910, the city's growth was due mainly to indi
viduals like the Spreckels brothers. John D. Spreckels came to San Diego
from San Francisco, and saw possibilities in the new town. He and his
brother bought and controlled large holdings. They purchased the entire
property of the Coronado Beach Company, which had opened the Hotel
del Coronado in February of 1888, and the present city of Coronado is
the result of their interest in the area. The confidence and investments
of John D. Spreckels did much to revive financial and civic morale, so
that, when the panic of 1893 swept the country, San Diego was little
affected. Besides it had already had its share of economic depression.

In 1895, 7 years after the collapse of the "Great Boom," San Diego
had 30 churches, 6 banks, 82 attorneys, and 9 drygoods stores. The
Evening Tribune started publication in December of 1895, and in 1901
it was purchased by the Spreckels interests and added to the San Diego
Union, which they already owned. Both papers are still in existence.

With the turn of the century, San Diego's growth passed its critical
period. Steadily, since then, the population has increased, almost
doubling itself every 10 years: (See table, p. 49.) Among the factors
which helped to stabilize local values was the ,construction of the San
Diego & Arizona Eastern Railroad~ begun in 1908 and completed in 1919.
Funds were appropriated by the Government in 1907 to build the United
States Naval Coaling Station, on Point Loma, and this was the entering
wedge for an ever increasing expenditure for military purposes. In 1907
San Diego County was made smaller by the withdrawal of the present
Imperial County. In 1909 plans were begun for the Panama-California
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HORTON HOUSE, ON THE SITE OF PRESENT U. S. GRANT HOTEL,
PLAZA IN FOREGROUND (Fitch Stlldio photograph)

FIFTH AVENUE IN THE 80's, LOOKING
1 ORTH (A,;erett photograph)
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Exposition, which opened in 1915. San Diego was presented to the
millions of visitors as a desirable residential town and place for retire
ment. John Nolen, internationally known city planner, was brought to
San Diego in 1907 and drew up the Nolen Plan for civic improvement,
which, with necessary modifications~ is being followed in all major civic
developments.

The panic of 1907-1908 was not felt noticeably in San Diego, and
though a 6 months' legal holiday was declared in the state, the city was
not forced to issue scrip.

San Diego's reputation as an ideal area for aviation development is
of long standing. On January 26, 1911, Glenn Curtiss made his famous
hydroplane test flight from North Island and remained aloft for 1 ·minute
24 seconds. In 1927, Charles Lindbergh supervised the construction of
his ship, T he Spirit of St. Louis, in San Diego, and started from here for
the east coast, before taking off for Paris. The recent growth of avia
tion production plants has made San Diego one of the major centers for
this industry.

San :Diego's real economic and social development has occurred since
the exposition of 1915, augmented by that of 1935-36. It is today
securely established as an important naval center and looks forward to
an almost unlimited development in the industrial fields.
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ECONOMIC
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SAN DIEGO

Agriculture during the first century of San Diego's history was for
a time the only local industry, and throughout that period was dominant
in the general economy. Gradually other industrial activities developed,
beginning with the hide and tallow trade and later including the short
lived whaling industry, and culminating in the fishing industry which is
now of considerable importance. In the 1880's the first steps were taken
to conserve and pipe to the city the abundant back country water supply.
From that time diversified industrial establishments began to appear, their
number and size generally restricted by the supply of water. As the
numerous watersheds in the county were developed, San Diego assumed
more importance as an industrial center. Today (1937) there are 335
factories of all types, the largest of which is the Consolidated Aircraft
Corporation, employing more than three thousand workers.

The padres were the first men to develop the resources of this area.
For the first quarter century after their arrival, they concentrated on the
production of foodstuffs, but ill luck attended most of the early plantings~

The first acreage was washed out by a river flood; the second, because
of an attempt to avoid the fate of the first, was planted too far away from
water, and it, too, failed. The third attempt, 10 miles up the river,
succeeded, and 20 bushels of wheat were harvested. By 1790, 1,500
bushels were being harvested annually. Olives, pears, and pomegranates
were planted at an early date, and olive production became an important
portion of the economy of the missions. The building of a dam in the
first quarter of the nineteenth century and laying of tile conduits, greatly
aided the padres in making tillable soil of otherwise arid land. This
constituted the first attempt by white men at systematic irrigation in
California.

The padres encouraged the Indians to hunt for fur-bearing animals,
particularly the sea otter, then plentiful along the harbor shore; and with
the pelts, trade was established between the missions and the Spanish
merchant ships that came up the coast from Mexico and South America.

For a century after the founding of San Diego in 1769, cattle raising
was the most important industry throughout the state. By 1830 the few
animals which had been brought in with the several expeditions had
increased to fifteen thousand head of cattle, twenty thousand sheep, and
many thousands of hogs. The cattle were wastefully slaughtered, because
the parts that were of value to the trading ships were the hides and tallow.
A few choice parts of the ,meat were saved for food, but the balance
of the carcass was left on the ground to rot. Point Loma, the site of
the hide houses, was an odorous area in the early days, if accounts of
pioneers may be credited. The hide and tallow trade reached its peak
between 1821 and 1845; and Dana's Two Years Before the Mast de
scribes the hide trade at its best in 1835. Prior to 1820, all trade with
California was a Spanish government monopoly, and there were frequent
clashes between the authorities and the foreign ships, usually Yankee,
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that attempted to smuggle goods from the country. The pioneer hide
ship was the Sachetn of Boston, which arrived on the California coast in
1822.

Whales were a common sight in and around San Diego harbor in
the early days, and by 1853 whaling began to assume economic import
ance. Two companies were operating from Ballast Point on Point Loma
by 1863, and it was a favorite sport for the townspeople to watch from
the lighthouse grounds. (See Tour 2.) There were times when it was
unsafe to cross the bay in a rowboat because of the number of whales"
40 having been reported as visible at one time. Because of the increase
in shipping and the ruthless hunting, whales deserted this area, and the
whale-oil industry died.

San Diego's real growth began after 1872, which local historians
call the "year of awakening." In that year the town's business was mainly
in Horton's Addition, though a few stubborn pioneers refused to desert
Old Town. At that time there were 2 commission houses, 2 wholesale
liquor houses, 2 millinery stores, 7 hotels, 3 fancy goods stores, 3 lumber
yards, 2 furniture stores, 4 drug stores, 2 tinware stores, 2 book stores, 5
livery stables, 2 fruit stores, 1 bank, and 23 saloons, which the San Diego,
Wodd recommended with the comment that "they dispense an excellent
article of whiskey." One boot and shoe shop, 1 sash and building fur
nisher, 2 Chinese stores, 2 jewelry stores, 4 restaurants, 2 breweries, 1
foundry, 20 general merchandise stores, and 2 steam planing mills com
plete the business index for the period. In January of 1870 the San Diego
Chamber of Commerce was organized; and according to the Weekly Bul
letin of that month, "the adaptability of cotton, to this section, is attracting
attention." Shortly before this date, the same paper felt called upon to
comment editorially upon certain business needs. "Our City is in need
ofa good laundry, and the first one that starts will command a large
custom. There is but one shoemaker in the city, when a half a dozen
more could have all they could do."

In 1870 a telegraph line was constructed, which gave San Diego a
news contact with the world. In the early 1880's the first gas company
was organized and began operation. In 1882 the San Diego Telephone
Company began operation with 13 subscribers. Electricity came in 1886,
and tall street lights, three and four times the height of present-day lamps~

were a characteristic of early San Diego street scenes.
From the beginning it was apparent that water development held

the key to the city's growth. There existed an abundance of water in the
numerous back country watersheds, and practically none in the city proper.
1'0 insure San Diego's expansion, development of these watersheds was
an urgent necessity. Only water conservation, through construction of
dams and reservoirs, could insure an adequate supply for irrigation, in
dustry, and home consumption. When Horton's Addition was first
opened, water was carried by wagon from the San Diego River, and
marketed at 25 cents a pail. Later a few independent wells were dug,.
that, together with the river water, sufficed for a time. In 1873 the San
Diego Water Company struck an artesian flow near Balboa Park that
supplied two reservoirs with 54,000 gallons of water an hour. In 1885,
the San Diego Flume Company started the firs't major attempt to pipe
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TRAINLOADS OF LA D SPECULATORS WERE TYPICAL
Of THE BOOM PERIODS (Averett photograph)

GLE N CURTISS AND HIS FIRST HYDROPLANE MADE
HISTORY IN 1911 (Fitch Studio photograph)
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water to the city from a distance. The flood water of the Cuyamaca
Mountains area was impounded behind a clay and concrete embankment.
Cuyamaca Lake still exists, and the original dam is in use, though its
height has been increased. The overflow from this dam followed the
regular riverbed to a point 35 miles from the mouth of the San Diego
River, and from that point a wooden flume transported the water to the
city's edge, and underground pipes delivered it from that point into the
main part of town. On February 22, 1889, the flume was opened with
a mammoth celebration. After a parade more than a mile long, a hydrant
was turned on and a stream of water shot 125 feet into the air, to the
intense admiration of the citizenry. Actually the Cuyamaca water, forcing
itself slowly through the air-bound pipes, was still 13 miles from the city,
and did not reach the delivery point for 3 weeks. But the people did
not know this. Rather than disappoint the holiday makers, and also to
save the company's face, the rival San Diego Water Company turned its
own water into the pipes. No doubt officials of this company enjoyed
the crowd's enthusiastic praise of "the excellent taste of the new water."

A year after the San Diego Flume Company was initiated, the Sweet
water Dam was projected. For its time this dam was an engineering
triumph and civil engineers the world over came to give it careful study.
It now has a storage capacity of more than 10 billion gallons, and cosr
approximately one-half million dollars.

In March of 1886 the Otay Water Company was formed to develop
the Otay watershed. Later this company combined with others in the
Southern California Mountain Water Company which built the Upper
and Lower Otay and Morena Dams. In 1906, this company ,entered into
a contract with the city to deliver a maximum of nearly 8 million gallons
of water daily at a stipulated low price for a period of 10 years. This
was the first adequate supply of mountain water to become accessible.
By 1901 the ,city had begun to develop its own water system by pur
chasing the San Diego Water Company, to which it added, in 1913, the
facilities of the Southern California Mountain Water Company. The San
DieguitoMutual Water Company, which in 1918 had built Hodges Dam
and reservoir near Escondido, was leased by the city in 1925, with an
option to purchase, and this reservoir furnished an adequate supply for
La Jolla and other communities in that area. In 1923 the city completed
Barrett Dam; El Capitan Dam and Reservoir, the largest hydraulic fill,
rock embankment in the world, was completed in 1935.

The first effort to obtain railroad transportation, made in the 1850's,
proved a f1iasco, and not until 1885 did the first train come through.
To make this possi~le, San Diego and National City each provided a
subsidy of 3 million dollars, and additional property to the value of 7
million dollars, which were given to the Santa Fe Railroad to connect San
Diego with the transcontinental lines. This was about twice as much as
the line from San Diego to Barstow actually cost. In return for this
subsidy, the donors received no shares of railroad stock, and had to accept
the promise of railroad executives that the terminal would remain in"
National City. Despite this promise, the Santa Fe moved its terminal
shops to San Bernardino after a few years, and San Diego was left with
a branch line and infrequent service. But with the railroad came an
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increase in business and real estate actIvIty. The great boom period of
1886 to 1888 followed, and population figures jumped from about five
thousand to more than forty thousand. (See table below.) In 1886 the
number of business firn1s and professional men in town was 340, but a
year later it was 957. City property jumped from an evaluation of $4,
582,213 to $13,182,171 in tpe same period. Speculation was the order of
the day, and property values skyrocketed as much as a thousand percent in
a single day. Predictions were indulged in, freely. San Diego was to be
come the metropolis of the west coast. Hordes of speculators, gamblers,
promoters, and adventurers of every type flooded the city, attracted by the
prospect of easy money. In 1888 the boom collapsed. Property values fell
tremendously, and many families were left destitute. 1~en thousand persons
departed the city within a few months. Readjustment followed slowly,
yet after a few years the city settled down to a slow, even tempo of
expansion and development, which was to prove the proper course.
Settlers who had weathered the boom era, and the newcomers who came
because of the real merits of the area, were firm boosters, and it was this
class which ulhmately made the city what it is.

Since 1900, San D,iego has doubled its population every 1°years,
as the following figures for each decade show, until today it ranks the
fourth city in size in California.
1850____________________ 650 1890 16,156
1860____________________ 731 1900 17,700
1870____________________ 2,300 1910--- ------ 39,578
1880____________________ 2,637 1920- 74,683
1884____________________ 5,000 (est.) ] 924 110,000 (est.)
1886 40,000 (est.) 1930--------------------147,897
1888 35,000 (est.) 1937--- 183,800 (est.)

In 1906 the San Diego & Arizona Railroad Company was organized
-John D. Spreckels, president-and San Diego's dream of a direct line
to the East was revived. The driving of a golden spike in the last tie on
November 15, 1919, was the climax of 13 years of hopeful effort.

Although there are 335 factories in San Diego, predominantly small
manufacturing establishments, it cannot properly be termed an ~ndustrial

city, as compared with San Francisco, Seattle, or Los Angeles. The per
centage of industrial workers is considerably less than that of the northern
cities. San D,iego's smokeless sky testifies to the almost complete absence
of typical large-scale industries. From the standpoint of local revenue,
this is compensated by the presence of retired midwestern farmers, civil
service pensioners, and retired army and navy personnel. In this connec
tion it is interesting to note that approximately 10 percent of the retired
navy officers ,in the United States have chosen San Diego as their home.

Some local businessmen insist that a portion of the population for
years has resisted all attempts to industrialize the city. This conflict has
delayed the construction of adequate highways a:td railroad lines at the
critical period when industry was flocking to the west coast, with the
result that business which could have been induced to locate here was
forced to go elsewhere. When Imper1ial Valley cotton production was at
its peak, in 1917 and 1918, leading cotton brokers investigated the possi
bility of improving the transportation lines from Imperial Valley to San
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Diego, because San Diego harbor was considered a better shipping point
than Los Angeles harbor, but this move failed, because of the antipathy of
the conservative portion of the residents. Before Los Angeles improved
its harbor facilities, cargoes for that city were received in San Diego
harbor and shipped by rail to the northern city. But as Los Angeles
improved San Pedro harbor, San Diego lost business. When the need for
improved transportat1ion was realized, the major industries had already
settled elsewhere.

The principal basic sources of the city's income are: factories, in
cluding the fishing industry, with an annual payrOll of 20 million dollars;
Navy, Marine, and Government personnel of twenty-seven thousand with
an annual payrOll of 24 million dollars; and retired business men and
farmers who contribute an incalculable sum to the city's income.

Since the whaling days, fishing has been identified with San Diego's
industrial life. At present three categories-deep-sea fishing, fresh market
fishing, and canning-employ more than four thousand men and women,
with annual production valued at more than 10 million dollars. Market
fishing alone brings in about three-quarters of a million dollars annually.

Of the several lumber companies, one is widely known because each
year the largest log rafts in the world are assembled in the great timber
lands of the Northwest and towed to the plant's San Diego mills. Other
manufactured products include agar, a seaweed product; oil-burning
stoves; numerous candy preparations, one factory producing 750,000
pounds annually; and an onyx and marble novelties company, unique of
its kind. In all more than 150 articles of commerce are manufactured
in the city and county of San Diego.

A recent census conducted by the Chamber of Commerce indicates
that 60,897 of the estimated city population of one hundred and eighty
thousand are gainfully employed. The official government census figure
of 1930 revealed that forty-eight thousand were gainfully employed of a
population of 147,897 persons.

Year in and year out, regardless of the condition of business and
~ndustry, the military and governmental pay roll sustains a considerable
portion of the retail merchandising establishments. This economic cush
ion has kept San Diego from feeling the full effects of depression periods.
The presence of this force of twenty-seven thousand men also tends to
stabilize rents, as 60 percent of these men live ashore and 40 percent are
married. Although ships are constantly being transferred to other bases
and lengthy maneuvers are frequently held, it is estimated that ten
thousand sailors and marines is the minimum number in the city at any
time.

Local Works Progress Administration projects are emergency enter
prises, but the WPA has undertaken at least five major projects in recent
years-the Civic Center, the County Fair buildings, the State College
Stadium, the enlargement of Lindbergh Field, and additions to the San
Diego Zoo, besides numerous important road projects. Reconditioning
of schools, road work, harbor work, pest control, and general construction
are a few of the big projects for men. Women are given work in sewing
projects, the care of children, visual education projects, and library and
clerical work. In 1936 relief jobs employed more than six thousand
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SWEETWATER DAM, AN ENGINEERING FEAT
OF THE 80's (Al'e1'etl photograph)

LINDBERGH FIELD, THE MUNICIPAL
AIRPORT (Sensol' Studios photograph)

51



persons and added approximately four hundred and fifty thousand dollars
monthly to the city's income.

Farming, dairying, and poultry and stock raising are carried on
extensively in the 4,125 square miles of San Diego County lying outside
the city limits, with a total yearly output valued in excess of 15 million
dollars. Agricultural production alone reaches 10 million dollars a year.
Principal crops produced, largely for export, are lemons, oranges, limes,
grapefruit, avocados, celery, grapes, honey, bulbs, and flowers. In the
frostless areas of the county many tropical and subtropical fruits are
grown, such as mangoes, passion fruit, bananas, pineapples, dates, guavas,
pomegranates, figs, and olives. The growing of avocados is so successful
that more than 8,000 acres are planted to this fruit. More than 5,000
acres in lemon orchards are expected to produce a yield this year (1937)
valued at almost 2 million dollars. Approxin1ately 1,115 acres are planted
to celery with an annual production value of one million dollars.

While the tendency is toward an industrial San Diego, at the present
time (1937) the city is distinctly a merchandising center, since this type
of business dominates the local economic scene. There are more than
four thousand retail stores in San Diego, with total annual sales of
approximately 65 million dollars. Many chain retail concerns maintain
large branch stores. It is estimated that the number of retail stores in
relationship to the population is considerably higher than in the average
city, probably due to the number of wealthy individuals and retired
pensioners living here.

Labor conditions in San Diego city and county reflect the national
trend toward increased union membership. The present conflict between
craft and industrial unions is likewise reflected here with both the
American Federation of Labor and the Committee for Industrial Organi-

.zation v1igorously campaigning for domination of the local labor scene.
The attitude of employers toward this developme;lt seems to vary,
although generally union organization is resented and opposed. In most
instances, however, this opposition is reconciled before striKes and labor
disturbances can occur, for San Diego is remarkably free from such
conflicts. With the development of a score of new unions in the city in
the past 2 years, including organizations in every important local industry,
San Diego can no longer be classified as tl open shop." Wages and
working conditions compare favorably with other southern California
counties. Lowest wages paid are for agfiicultural and orchard work,
where the scale for unskilled labor varies from 25 to 30 cents an hour.
Many agricultural workers, mostly Mexicans, are members of the United
Cannery, Agricultural, Packing, and Allied Workers of America, which
seeks each year to win contracts from growers governing wages and work
ing conditions. One of the most powerful labor unions in the city proper
is the Aircraft union, whose union contract provides for wages ranging
from 50 cents to $1.25 an hour, and for regulation of working conditions,
including protection of the seniority rights of workers and recognition of
the shop steward system, which functions to settle grievances amicably.
Deep-sea, purse-seine, and market fishermen, and cannery workers recently
were organized into unions; and the retail clerks' and culinary unions have
attained large memberships. Sixteen building trades unions are federated
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in the Building Trades Council, and represent approximately half of the
workers in the building industry. Wages for this group range from 6212
cents an hour for building construction laborers, to $2 an hour for the
"modelers," who are the sculptors of building friezes. Many crafts receive
$1.25 an hour, including the electricians, plumbers, plasterers, and brick
Inasons. Carpenters receive $1 an hour.

The remainder of San Diego's 45 labor unions are found in
miscellaneous trades, such as motion-picture houses, machine shops, brew
eries, newspapers, job printing shops, trucking concerns, meat markets
and grocery stores, laundries, bakeries, clothing shops, hotels, and on the
docks, where the stevedores are represented by the powerful International
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union. Most of the firemen, postal
employees, and county employees belong to labor unions, although the
constitutions of their unions prohibit strikes against their employers.

San Diego is provided with every variety of :modern transportation
rail, water, trucking, bus, and air. The first three groups receive almost
equal patronage in freight shipments in and out of the city, although
business leaders emphasize the importance of shipping by water to assist
in developing the harbor. Regular freighters call at the port at frequent
intervals, and many tramp freighters dock here. Shipping by air express
is gaining in favor, and one company reports an average air express
shipment of 106 pounds a month, with patronage growing.

Agricultural communities around San Diego are served with railroad
spur lines, and trucking concerns maintain daily schedules to these points.

Highways are well developed in San D1iego city and county. The
county has constructed and maintains 2,300 miles of improved and
unimproved roads outside of the city; the state maintains 600 miles of
roads within the county; and the city has built and continues to maintain
w,ithin its geographical limits 1,025 miles of road, 562 of which are
paved. (For detailed information on transportation see General In
formation. )

From humble beginnings a half century ago, public utilities have
assumed an amazing importance in the city's economy. Water distribu
tion, with the exception of bottled spring waters, is a public enterprise;
a private corporation furnishes the city with gas and electricity. Utility
rates are considerably higher than in other cities of like size.

To estimate the future growth of San Diego, it is necessary to take
cognizance of the fact that resistance to industrial development has been
broken, and the desire to bring new industry to the city seems unanimous.
And here again water is an important factor. The city still has but a
limited water supply and a present income barely sufficient to carry the
financial costs of the city water system. It is generally conceded that
a lower water rate would result in the locating here of various in
dustries requiring large water consumption and in the planting of
acreage now idle but possible to irrigate. The present water supply
is believed sufficient to support a population of two hundred and twenty
thousand, and the full development of local water resources would
support a population of four hundred thousand. If necessary, enough
water could be obtained from the Colorado River to support a population
of one and one-half millions and provide an ample supply for irrigation.

53



SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
Because of its varied background and constantly changing social

surface, San Diego has never developed a homogeneous social and
cultural pattern. In the slightly more than a century and a half of its
existence, two distinct racial groups have left their impression upon the
area. The first group, the Spanish, dominated until about 1850, replacing
almost completely the rudimentary Indian culture of the California
coastal region. So completely, in fact, were the Indians subjugated and
reoriented on the cultural plane, that at the present time few traces
remain of their folkways and to all intents and purposes they are a
disintegrated remnant of the Mexican colonial culture. Spanish manners
and customs that were superimposed upon Mexico during the Conquest
deviated in a short time from their European source, and, transplanted
two centuries later to the pioneer outpost of California, additional
modifications occurred. The settlers felt this distinction and called
themselves Californios to differentiate themselves from the Mexicanos.
Intermarriage between these pioneers and the Indians (a practice sanc
tioned by the Spanish government for the better subjugation of a
province), coupled with the relative isolation of the district, fostered a
spirit of independence among the provincials and made them more
sharply aware of the new and subtle differences between themselves and
the mother country.

After 1810, Americans came to the Pacific coast in ever-increasing
numbers, attracted either by commercial potentialities or by the sheer
incentive of adventure. Mexico officially frowned upon the presence of
foreigners in California; but the hardy and shrewd Yankees, not to be
balked in their intention to harvest this rich field, took out naturalization
papers and married into the pioneer families. That such marriages
brought large dowries to the Americans was frequently incentive enough
for renouncing allegiance to the United States. Henry Delano Fitch, a
New England sea captain, was certainly such a commercial adven
turer. He arrived in California in the latter part of the 1820's, and his
romance and elopement with Josefa Carrillo, of San Diego, is typical of
what was happening in the "\vhole territory. After his naturalization,
and conversion to the Catholic faith, a necessary procedure, he emerged
as Enrique Domingo Fitch, Californian; yet as late as 1840 he petitioned
the Governor to allow him a secretary, in his capacity of Justice of the
Peace, because-so little did the Spanish setting modify the American
type-Ithe does not understand Spanish."

The Californians were an easygoing people, fond of entertainment,
and especially inclined to any activity which involved the whole commu
nity. The settlements of California were small, rarely more than a few
hundred people, and the heads of families were usually members of the
local garrisons. Surrounding the towns and presidios were farnl tracts,
or ranchos, where the families spent much of their time. Cattle raising
was the most important factor in their economic life, and community,
i:lterests and social activities evolved naturally from this environment.
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BUILDING SAN DIEGO BY CHARLES RF.IFFEL
(Federal Art Project photograph)

The rodeo-which is still held to demonstrate the cowboy's prowess
was a diversion of these people. Bullfights were fairly common, and to
this sport was sometimes added that of pitting bears against bulls in the
arena. Bears were not only dangerous but a nuisance to the cattle
ranchers because of thei r slaughter of stock.

The majority of social events, however, revolved naturally around
the Catholic church. Holidays, births, marriages, and even deaths were
subjects for entertainment. To the puritanically-minded New Englander
many of the California customs were surprising if not shocking. Robin
son, in his Life in California, written about his experiences here in the
1820's, noted particularly the carefree way in which even funerals were
conducted. On one occasion he visited an American friend (who had
married into a Spanish family), and he received the impression that a
fiesta was in progress. Actually, the man had lost a daughter. The
funeral procession was gay and colorful, with children running and
playing beside the coffin, alternating with each other in carrying it.

After 1850, Spanish culture faded into insignificance. Newcomers
poured into the territory by thousands, in search of gold, and were
little concerned with any culture. Many amassed fortunes in the mines,
but landsharks also grew wealthy from the manipulation of the great
l'anchos, which they acquired through the use of legal but frequently
shady methods. Few of the native Californians ever learned the Ameri
can way of doing things, and the American system of law, particularly,
was beyond their comprehension. The Spanish methods had been an
outgrowth of honesty and the individual's integrity; the American seemed
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to many of them to have sprung from thin scruples and an uncanny
awareness of legal loopholes. One rancho in the San Diego area was
acquired by a ruse which proved entirely legal at the time. A landshark,
desiring a particular piece of ground, called upon the Spanish lady who
owned it, accompanied by two assistants. The owner knew no English,
but one of the assistants, a Californian known to her, acted as go-between.
They told her that a government census was being taken, and would she
give them certain information about the rancho? She complied with
the request and at the end of the interview was asked to sign a paper.
Only a- formality, she was assured; the government wanted to have each
statement legal. She signed, and the assistants witnessed the transaction.
She was then handed a twenty-dollar gold piece. The government, they
assured her, did not like to encroach upon the valuable time of indi
viduals. They always paid for such services. A few days later the
woman found that she had sold her ranch for $20, and had signed the
deed before witnesses. She had no witnesses, so there was no redress.
In such ways were many Californians expropriated and many American
fortunes acquired.

With the founding of New San Diego, in 1867, Alonzo Horton
started a distinctly American town. His was the new spirit, the busy,
rushing American urge to build and speculate. California was now
American, and the spoils went to the astute. The new town soon filled
with middle-class mercantile establishments and land speculators. Out
in Old Town the business concerns fought hard against the inevitable
transfer of interest to Horton's Addition, but by 1870 it was evident to
all but a few die-hards that the old days were finished.

The rising population of the boom years brought a wide variety of
racial groups. The last quarter of the nineteenth century witnessed
several distinct divisions of society. The Portuguese and Italians were
developing the fishing industry; the Government started improving the
harbor for naval purposes; and, on the wave of publicity, middle western
and eastern farmers and merchants were being given an attractive picture
of San Diego as the ideal place for retirement.

Raclial minority groups compose about 15 percent of the present
population. The largest number of these are the Californians and the
Mexicans, the first term being applied to those persons of Spanish descent
who are native to the state. The foreign-born Mexicans are principally
located in the Logan Heights area, and Old Town is the center for the
native-born. The majority of the Mexicans are of recent arrival. Be
tween 1917 and 1930, numbers of migratory unskilled laborers moved
their families into California on being promised railroad construction
work. The railroads were soon built, and the Mexicans turned to
agricultural work, which, being seasonal at best, was not able to absorb
the oversupply of labor. Left to their own devices, they turned to day
labor, a large number being in demand as cement workers during the
building activities of the 1920's. Wives of the workers found employ
ment in the fish canneries or at miscellaneous work away from home.

In their new homes, the Mexicans continued to follow their ancestral
cultural patterns. Native games and tales have persisted; and such
examples of Mexican wit as revealed in anagrams, sayings, fables, riddles,
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and corridos (Sp., a story of everyday happenings set to music) continue
a part of their new life. The Mexican is very fond of the devil-story
usually a tall tale of personal experience told impromptu and with
childlike realism. The younger generation is breaking away from its
racial traditions and appears to be adopting the current American manners
and customs. This is true of the youth of nearly all the minority groups.'
The cultural activities of their elders, insofar as they concern the old
national folkways, are separate from the general stream of modern life.
In Logan ~Ieights is a social service agency for the Mexicans, the
Neighborhood House, which is similar to Hull House of Chicago. Its
files list more than five hundred families who receive aid and advice from
the agency's staff. A playground in connection offers a safe community
center for the younger children. San Diego's Mexican population is
probably smaller at present (1937) than in 1930 because many families
have returned to Mexico, but it still numbers about five thousand.

Even more segregated are the five thousand Portuguese who reside
along the bay side of Point Lama. Fishermen by birth and instinct, they
operate the fleet of tuna clippers that supplies San Diego's canneries.
This mlinority group contributes the largest single item to San Diego~s
income, excepting that derived from governmental activities. Present
leaders of the colony are mostly foreign-born, though there has been a
Portuguese colony in San Diego for almost a hundred years. The Azores
and Madeira Islands have supplied the majority of the fishermen, and
the customs of those islands prevail. Many of the women and older folk
do not speak English. The only factor in their new life which has
taken hold of their imaginations is the motion picture. Their exaggerated
delight in this form of entertainment frequently takes them to town, but
aside from these excursions they do not mix with the general population.
Perhaps this isolation is due in part to the fact that during the fishing
season the men are away for 3 and 4 months at a time and rigid racial
custom does not encourage mixing in the broader life of the community.
As the Portuguese fishermen own their own fleet, there is no great need
for learning English, and this indifference is naturally reflected in the
home.

The Italian residents, almost as numerous as the Portuguese, are also
largely employed in the fishing industry. They have smaller boats and
are more occupied with supplying the local markets. They form a rather
homogeneous unit in the area north of Broadway along Columbia Street;
but they are not so clannish as the Portuguese, and several civic leaders
have come from their number.

The Negroes of San Diego, about four thousand five hundred
persons, live mainly in the region between K Street and Logan Avenue,
with a business center at Thirt:eth Street and Imperial Avenue. The
working population is mainly engaged in manual labor and domestic
service. There are nine Negro churches. The Girl Reserves, an affiliation
of the Y.W.C.A., has a membership of one hundred girls. The Creole
Palace, an established "hot spot," is a night club that caters to white as
well as Negro clientele.

The Oriental populatioq bf the city is small. Not more than five
hundred Chinese of a once large colony continue to live in the Chinatown
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area, from Fourth Avenue and Market Street to the waterfront. The
Japanese, about one thousand in number, are engaged in fishing and
vegetable marketing.

Though the racial minority groups maintain their own club and
recreational centers, the balance of the population is no less clannish.
Clubs and societies of every description meet throughout the year, catering
to one or another interest of their members. The common bond may be
an engrossing interest in the high rate of taxes, in old age pensions, in
book reviews, in racial relations, or even in some new and subtle
distinction in the methodology of star gazing. Southern California seems
to incite its citizens to "joining"; and San Diego, with such a large
percentage of retired residents, is particularly active in this respect.
Among the more characteristic organizations of southern California are
the state societies. These are composed of residents who came originally
from another state, and who like to meet others from the old home place.
A federation of state societies meets monthly in the Chamber of Com
merce Building.

While these types of organization are the most numerous, the city
has, for example, a number of professional, semiprofessional, and amateur
organizations, which present concerts throughout the year. Oldest of
these, the Amphion Club, was founded in 1893 and presents an annual
season of nationally known artists. The cost of the season is remarkably
reasonable, considering the standard of artists selected. During the
current season, 1937-1938, such performers as Yehudi Menuhin, the New
English Singers, Josef Hofmann, and the Trudi Shoop Ballet are being
presented. The average attendance at Amphion performances is 1,400.

In 1927 the San Diego Symphony Orchestra was founded, under
the direction of Nino Marcelli, and since then it has given an annual
series of concerts during the summer season in Balboa Park. At present
the orchestra performs in the Ford Bowl, an outdoor amphitheater built
during the recent world fair. The average nightly attendance is about
three thousand. Its programs, as a whole, are indicative of the musical
taste of San Diego audiences. Tschaikowsky, Wagner, Rimsky-Korsakoff,
Liszt, and Mendelssohn are perennial favorites, and no season seems
complete without a hearing of Rimsky-Korsakoff' s Spanish Caprice. The
compositions of Charles Wakefield Cadman, a San Diego composer of
more than local note, are also frequently played. Occasional departures
are made into the heavier symphonic scores, and a season invariably
brings at least one Beethoven symphony.

The Federal Music Projects have satisfied a definite need in the
community in the short period of their existence. A resume of the
attendance and accomplishments of these organizations, as of June 30,
1937, shows 1,427 performances to a total attendance of 934,404 persons.
The opera division has presented The jVfikado, The Gondoliers, and
Iolanthe of Gilbert and Sullivan, and performances of Hansel and Gretel,
the Geisha Girl, and CatJalleria Rusticana. Chamber music, symphonic
performances, band concerts, and radio programs have been given, which
demonstrates the wide-spread appeal of these groups. Weekly programs,
free to the public, are given by the Navy and Marine Bands, and by
Royal A. Brown, organist of the great outdoor organ in Balboa Park.
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CORONADO YACHT HARBOR (Chamber of
Commerce photograph)

PLAYGROUND OF NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE, SETTLEMENT HOUSE
IN THE MEXICAN QUARTER (Fede,al Art Project photograph)
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In the field of drama San Diego has usually depended on road shows,
which toured the country regularly before the advent of motion pictures.
As early as 1868 there is record of the appearance of a variety troupe at
the local meeting house. Except for the work of the Savoy Players, a
stock troupe which existed for a number of years, drama has never gained
a permanent footing. Today, except for occasional road shows, the
popular productions of the Federal Theater Project, and a few little
theater and amateur productions, the city is dependent upon the motion
picture for dramatic entertainment. The usual opinion of producers is
that San Diego audiences are unresponsive.

In common with other communities having a large percentage of
retired and semi-independent residents, San Diego has a great number of
artists, writers, musicians, and amateur artisans. The San Diego Fine
Arts Gallery in Balboa Park, the home of the San Diego Fine Arts Society,
is an excellent small gallery, specializing in paintings of the Spanish
school. One of its choice possessions is a St. Francis by EI Greco.
Permanent and loan exhibits are offered the year round. Because of San
Diego's natural beauty, artists have made it a mecca for more than half
a century. Seascapes are favorite subjects, and the cliffs and caves of La
Jolla are particuhirly attractive to visiting artists. The resident artists,
and those who live here part of the year, have the time to explore the
back country, and find many landscape subjects. Among the older
generation, Charles Reittel is perhaps the best known. (See illustration,
p. 55.) Examples of his land- and seascapes are to be found in many
American galleries. Herman Fries and Maurice Braun also have attained
national prominence. Among the younger artists of growing national
fame is Donal Hord, whose statue, The Aztec, cut from diorite, was
unveiled on the campus of San Diego State College, May 2, 1937. (See
frontispiece.) Numerous art clubs and guilds offer mutual aid, criticism,
and encouragement to their members. Most notable of this category is
Los Surenos Art Center in Spanish Village, Balboa Park. (See Tour 2.)

A growing interest in photography is exemplified by the Photo
graphic Arts Society, which has its own building in Balboa Park. Ex
hibits of local work and of traveling salons are offered to the public.
Throughout the city are camera clubs, and the visual education department
of the city schools supervises and aids student camera clubs.

A number of free lance and professional writers have at various
times made San Diego their home. Helen Hunt Jackson collected
material for Ramona while visiting here; and Joaquin Miller, Owen
Wister, and Edwin Markham have worked in this area. Among the
recent authors who are residents of San Diego and environs are Harold
Bell Wright, Stuart Lake, Walt Ivfason, Alan LeMay, and Max Miller,
whose I Cover the Wa/erfront has done as much as the earlier Ramona
to turn the national eye on San Diego. Besides the three daily news":
papers, The San Diego Union, EtJening Tribune, and The San Diego Sun.
there are several publications of purely local or southern California
interest, such as the Sud-California Deutsche Zeitung. a weekly newspaper
in German, established in 1887; the Southern Cross, official organ of the
Roman Catholic Church in the San Diego diocese; the Southwestern
JeUJish Review; and the small but lively publication of the San Diego
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, A FINE EXAMPLE OF COMBINED
SPANISH AND GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE (Osm· Studio photograph)

Zoological Society, the Zoonooz. A unique example of historical local
journalism is the San Diego Herald, published between 1851 and 1860,
of which the only extensive file in existence is preserved in the San Diego
Public Library. To the columns of this paper, during 1853, John Phoenix
contributed his writings which later became nationally famous in Phoe·
nixial1a, a book of his collected journalism. (See Historical: The
Americans. )

In point of influence and appeal, radios are as indicative of a
community as the newspapers. Two local stations, KGB and KFSD,
offer the programs of the national networks. Across the border, in
Tijuana, are seven stations. Programs of these stations are uniformly
alike. Popular dance and song programs, in English and Spanish,
advertise local merchants; the music, for the most part, is from records.
Quack programs are frequent, offering leases on possible oil land, hitherto
unknown medical panaceas, and many varieties of fortune tellers including
astrologers. Because these stations are not within the jurisdiction of the
Federal Communications Commission they can broadcast programs, barred
from the American stations, over powerful transmitters which cover the
Pacific coast.

San Diego's school system, in a state whose educational facilities are
conceded to be above average, has been rated second highest in California.
San Diego State College, a regional college under the State Director of
Education, was established in 1887 and in 1931 moved to its new 125
acre tract where the campus and buildings, still in the process of
construction, are designed in a modified Spanish-Moorish style of
architecture.

Among educational organizations of a private nature, the San Diego
Open Forum is exceptional. Without having had a break in schedule
throughout the depression, this organization offers eight months of lecture
courses annually from October to May. The board of directors presents
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outstanding speakers on subj ects of national importance, and in the past
has obtained such lecturers as Upton Close, Maude Royden, Sherwood
Eddy, Maurice Hindus, Robert Millikan, Stewart Chase, and Will Durant.
A small charge to the members of the society covers the running expenses,
which is augmented by a collection at the meetings.

The San Diego Public Library has one of the highest ratings among
the 44 libraries in the United States in cities of one hundred thousand to
two hundred thousand population range. There are approximately one
hundred and sixty thousand volumes in the collection, and registered
borrowers number 75,148. For the year 1935-36, the volume circulation
was 1,342,130, which 'made a per capita circulation of eight volumes.
Recently there has been a decreased demand for recreational and time
filling books and an increasing demand for periodicals and books on
vocational subjects.

Churches are a noticeable element in San Diego's social pattern.
There are slightly less than one hundred and fifty, and thus about one
to each one thousand persons. The Roman Catholic churches serve one
fifth of the population. The Theosophical Society and Universal Brother
hood, on Point Loma, attracts members from all over the world. Christian
Science is well represented, as well as smaller groups such as Rosicrucians,
Spiritualists, and Unity followers. Racial minority groups maintain their
own churches. Architecturally, the majority of churches are ordinary,
but an important exception is the Spanish Gothic Grace Lutheran Church,
Lincoln Avenue and Park Boulevard. (See illustration, p. 61.) This
admirably designed building, the work of Architects Albert Schroeder and
Frederick Kennedy, won several awards in 1930, the year of its com
pletion. Another structure, Our Lady of the Rosary, church of the Italian
colony, has become nationally famous for its paintings, murals, and
brilliant stained glass windows. These were made by Fausto Tasta, a
Venetian painter and sculptor, who worked on the church for 3 years.

On the whole, San Diego is an architectural composite. The Spanish
Mission or Monterey style developed by Serra, and the Spanish Colonial,
which the Spanish and Mexicans brought into California, was almost
eradicated by the early American occupation. During the 1870's, 1880's,
and 1890's, most of the buildings were of the sturdy New England and
middle western frame type. The inevitable "gingerbread" style of the
turn of the century gained a strong footing in San Diego, as may be seen
in a majority of the older residences and business blocks. With the
Exposition of 1915, through the efforts of Bertram Goodhue, there was a
revival of interest in the Spanish heritage. Since that time there has
been a statewide interest in Spanish Colonial architecture. A few of the
original adobe houses in Old Town have been preserved. The Bandini
House, a good example of the Monterey style, has been recently restored
and is again, after a half century, used as a rooming house. (See Tour
1.) Around Fifth Avenue and 11arket Street are still to be seen the
two- and three-storied buildings which were, in the 1870's, the last word
in modernism. Today, 12-storied buildings, mainly constructed during
the 1920's, give a modern skyline to the business area. There has also been
a distinct tendency the past year to remodel smaller buildings and put
modern fronts on them. The tax-rate on larger buildings at the present
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time has seemed prohibitive to the prospective builder. In the newer
residential districts, Mission Hills, Point Lorna, La Jolla, and Loma Portal,
the tendency has been toward the Spanish type homes.

In contrast to the cultural interests of San Diego is the widespread
interest in sports and recreation. Stimulated by the comparatively large
number of tourists, visitors, and retired residents who seek entertainment
and diversion the year round, and augmented by the many thousands of
enlisted men of the United States armed forces who are stationed here,
outdoor recreations are practicable almost every day of the year. Motor
ingis particularly popular locally because of the smooth highways and
excellent natural setting. The ratio of cars to population is quite high,
there being 99,000 motor vehicles registered in San Diego County.
Mountains, seashore, and city recreational areas are all within easy reach
of the pleasure seeker. Aquatic sports predominate in the immediate
environs. Fishing barges are anchored just off shore during the season,
and boats ply regularly between San Diego and the fishing banks at sea.
Anglers may try their luck along the surf and from the piers, and the
devotee of fresh water fishing may go to the reservoirs and lakes in the
mountainous back country. About the bay are yacht harbors, and small
boats are offered for rent.

Roller skating, dancing, and motorcycling are prime diversions for
service men. Baseball, both professional and semiprofessional, including
night softball, is the most popular sport in San Diego from the point of
view of the spectator. So popular is baseball that during the 1936 season
games played on the home diamond by the San Diego Padres of the
Pacific Coast League drew greater attendance than did the same Coa~t

League games at Los Angeles and San Francisco, notwithstanding the
fact' the population of those cities is many times greater than that of
San Diego.

Hiking trails and preCipitous mountain paths are numerous in the
county. Bridle trails and horseback trips vary from the wooded hills of
Balboa Park to the mountain trails SO miles eastward, through the gorge
of Mission Valley. Game for hunting, though not so plentiful as in
bygone years, is still sufficient in the back country to attract the hunter.
Signposted areas have been set aside in the Cleveland National Forest,
and in certain other portions of the county, in which no hunting is
allowed. '

While San Diego cannot be compared with such metropolitan areas
as Chicago, New York, or San Francisco for the production and fostering
of cultural activities, the varied natural scene and the equable climate
have drawn people with means for leisurely enjoyment of life to San
Diego. At present the interest in' outdoor activities is dominant, and, as
would be expected, equalized throughout the community. Cultural activi
ties are maintained by smaller and more exclusive elements, but there is a
noticeably growing tendency to make the arts and music an integral part
of unified community life.
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1542 Sept. 28

1602 Nov. 10

1769 Apr. 11

May 14

July 16

1770 Mar. 19

1774 In August

1775 Nov. 4

1793 Nov. 27

1795 In July

1798,

1800 Aug. 25

1803 Mar. 17

1817 In Mar.

1822 Apr. 20
1834 Sept. 1

1835 Jan. 1
1846 July ,29

Sept. 15
Dec. 6

1848 Feb. 2

CHRONOLOGY
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo discovers San Diego Bay
and names it San Miguel.
Don Sebastian Vizcaino enters the harbor and names
it for San Diego de Alcala.
The San Antonio, under the command of Don Juan
Perez, lands the first colonists for the province of
Alta California.
Rivera and Fages, with a command of troops, arrive
overland from Mexico.
Fr. Junipero Serra dedicates a little hut on Presidio
Hill as Mission San Diego de Alcala.
Arrival of the San Antonio with food saves the
colony from starvation.
The foundations laid for a new mission building 6
miles up Mission Valley from Presidio Hill.
Diegueno Indians on the warpath, 800 strong, sack
and fire the new mission, killing Fr. Jayme.
The British ship Discovery under command of
George Vancouver is the first foreign vessel to enter
San Diego Bay.
Manuel de Vargas, pioneer school teacher of the
state, opens the first public school.
Four sailors, left in Baja California by the American
ship Gallant, trek overland and are the first Ameri
cans to enter San Diego.
The Betsy, under the command of Capt. Charles
Winship, is the first American ship to enter port.
The Lelia Byrd, an American ship under com,mand
of Capt. W m. Shaler, attempts to leave port with
1,000 smuggled otter skins. The Spanish garrison
at Ballast Point opens fire; the Lelia Byrd returns it
and sails out. No casualties.
The Traveler departs with California's first shipment
of grain.
Spanish rule overthrown; the Mexican flag is raised.
Don Juan Bandini and Jose Hijar arrive on the brig
Natalie with 140 colonists.
The first town council is organized.
At the command of Colonel Fremont, Lieutenant
Rowan of the sloop of war Cyane raises the United
States. flag at Old Town.
Commodore Stockton orders an A,merican election.
Brig. Gen. S. W. Kearny and American troops meet
Gen. Andres Pico and his Mexican-Californian army
at San Pasqua!. Stockton's timely aid saves the day.
Under the terms of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
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1849 Feb. 13

1850 Feb. 18

Apr.

1851 May 29

June 20

1852 Feb. 26
Mar. 25

1853 July 10

1854 July 1
1855 Nov. 15

1857 Aug. 13

Aug. 31

1867 Apr. 15

Apr. 30

May 10

May 26

Oct. 10

1869 Apr. 8

May 17
1870 Jan. 22

Jan. 24

San Diego becomes a port of entry for the United
States.
The international boundary survey of the line be
tween Mexico and the United States is ordered.
The legislative act making San Diego one of the
original twenty-seven counties is signed by Governor
Burnett.
With much excitement the first county election is
held. Citizens turn out and cast their 157 votes.
San Diego feels important enough to have a news
paper. The Herald is founded.
In the old Exchange Hotel, the Masons hold their
first meeting in San Diego.
A military reservation is created on Point Lorna.
Due to repeal of the charter of 1850 an election is
held. A board of trustees without taxing power is
elected.
The first services of the Episcopalian church are held
in Old Town, presided over by the Rev. John
Reynolds.
A public school is opened.
The Old Spanish Lighthouse on Point Lorna begins
its brief career.
The schooner Lonza is launched, the first boat to be
built in San Diego shipyards.
Stage driver James E. Mason brings the first overland
mail to town. He likes the town and stays to help
it grow.
"Father" Alonzo E. Horton, founder of New San
Diego, arrives on board the steamer Pacific.
The first Board of Trustees, selected by Horton,
meets.
Alonzo Horton pays $265 for the land on which he
founds New San Diego, now the heart of the city.
The Board of Trustees sets aside 320 acres for a city
park. Later additions bring the park, Balboa Park,
to approximately 1,400 acres.
San Diego is growing; The San Diego Weekly Union
begins publication.
The first post office is established, and Jacob Allen is
appointed postmaster.
We now have a fire department.
Horton's new town is growing rapidly. The San
Diego Chamber of Commerce is organized, Aaron
Pauly elected president.
The first public library is founded with the donation
of a single pamphlet (lecture before the Bunker Hill
Association), and with the promise of 600 volumes
from Alonzo Horton. Years later Mr. Horton deliv
ered his gift.
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1888 In Mar.

1889 Feb. 22

Mar. 2
1891 May 6

1892 Sept. 28-30

1893 Mar. 11

1895 Dec. 21
1897 Mar. 13

1899 Jan. 21

1901 July 21

1903-1904
1905 July 21

1906 Dec. 14

1907 Aug. 15

1908 July 26

1911 Jan. 26

Nov. 4

1912 May 14

Sept. 28

1913 Feb. 1

1914 May 5
Dec. 16

1915 Jan. 1
May 31

July 17

Sweetwater Dam, an engineering feat of great impor
tance, is completed.
The flume line is opened which is to bring San
Diego River water into the city.
New city charter ratified.
Chilean insurgent transport, the Itata, seized at San
Diego.
San Diego, conscious of its venerable age, celebrates
the 350th anniversary of Cabrillo's discovery.
Riverside County created; carving a large slice from
the northern part of San Diego County.
Et/ening Tribune begins publication.
The governor signs a legislative measure which estab
lishes a State Normal School at San Diego.
With the arrival of the Belgian King) of the Cali
fornia & Oriental Steamship Co., San Diego begins
a bid for world shipping.
The municipality purchases all water systems within
the city for $600,000. Bonds are voted for the
purpose.
'fhe County Hospital is built, unit at a time.
In the midst of a festive leave-taking, the boilers on
U.S. Gunboat Bennington explode. Sixty are killed;
47 injured. Bennington Cemetery is established on
Point Lorna and a public mass burial is held on
July 23.
The Spreckels interests form a corporation to build
the San Diego & Arizona R.R. Capital: $6,000,000.
Imperial County created; San Diego County losing
4,089 sq. miles by this act.
Automobiles are becoming a problem. The City
Council passes the first traffic ordinance.
Creating aviation history, Glenn H. Curtiss raises a
hydroplane from San Diego Bay.
Harbor development is assured with the voting of a
$1,000,000 bond issue.
The "free speech" fight staged by the I.W.W. is
broken when Emma Goldman leaves town and Ben
Reitman is tarred and feathered.
The Masons dedicate Al Bahr Temple with about
700 members participating in the ceremony.
The city's water system grows with the purchase of
the Southern California Mountain Water Co., for
$2,509,375.
Morena Dam purchased for $1,500,000.
An eight-foot tide creates a record for San Diego.
The Panama-California Exposition is dedicated.
The San Diego Stadium is formally opened and is
h?iled as the world's largest municipal structure.
Wm. Jennings Bryan visits the Exposition.
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July 26
July 28

Oct. 29

Nov. 12

Dec. 13

1916 Jan. 27

1917 Jan. 27

Sept. 5

1918 Jan. 24

June 9

Dec. 3
Dec. 9

1919 Mar. 15

July 17

Sept.

Nov. 15

1920 Feb. 2
Apr. 7

June 22

Nov. 1

1922 Feb. 26

Apr. 17

May 10

June 7
June- 12

July 25
Sept. 5

1~heodore Roosevelt and wife visit the Exposition.
The first battleships to enter San Diego Bay, the
Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin, arrive.
Thomas A. Edison and Henry Ford visit the
Exposition.
The Liberty Bell is exhibited at the Exposition for
three days.
Telephone service is established between New York
and San Diego.
Lower Otay Dam washes out; the unusual rains cause
an estimated damage of $4,000,000 over the county.
The Navy opens the most powerful radio station in
the Western Hemisphere at Chollas Heights.
The first drafted troops for service in the World
War entrain for camp.
Contracts totaling more than $6,000,000 are awarded
for construction work at North Island and Fort
Rosecrans.
Federal bui Iding activities get under way, totaling
$19,000,000.
Three members of the Board of Education recalled.
The first airmail service is established.
The Marine Base becomes a reality with the ground
breaking ceremonies. Six congressmen are present.
North Island becomes the official base for west coast
air activities.
Lower Otay (Savage) Dam is dedicated, which re
places the dam that washed out.
The San Diego & Arizona R.R. is completed, and
John D. Spreckels drives a golden spike in the last
tie.
San Diego is restored as a port of entry.
Edward, Prince of Wales, addresses 25,000 enthusi
astic citizens in the city stadium.
The Federal census informs the world that San Diego
has a population of 74,683.
Contracts awarded for the building of the Naval
Hospital.
Evangeline Booth, head of the Salvation Army, ad
dresses a record audience.
The Union-Tribune Southern Electrical Broadcasting
Station begins operation.
Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Bridges present the city with the
Museum of Fine Arts.
Rancho Santa Fe is opened for settlement.
A reference library of scientific literature is assured
the city with the gift of $30,000 from W. W.
Whitney, local merchant.
Barrett Dam is dedicated.
Flying from Jacksonville, Florida, Lieut. James H.
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Oct. 6

1923 In Apr.

June 1

1924 July 1

Sept. 22

Oct. 10

1925 Mar. 12

1926 Oct. 19

1927 May 10

May 21

1928 Aug. 14

Aug. 16
1929 Jan. 2

Nov. 8

1930 Jan. 12

June 12

Dec. 31
1931 Feb. 16

Apr. 7

1934 Sept. 22

1935 Feb. 22

May 28

Aug. 23

Doolittle sets a coast-to-coast record of 21 hours and
19 minutes.
Lieuts. Oakley Kelley and John Macready set a
sustained flight record by remaining in the air for
35 hours and 18 minutes.
John D. Spreckels gives the San Diego Zoo a brace
of elephants.
The Naval Training Station is officially com,mis
sioned.
A new electric railway line, costing $3,500,000, be
gins operations to La Jolla.
The first aviation circumnavigation of the globe is
completed when Lieuts. Lowell Smith, Eric Nelson,
and Leigh Wade land their planes at San Diego.
The Shenandoah arrives, having made the first dirigi
ble airship transcontinental flight.
The combined east and west coast battle fleet :s
anchored in the bay and in the Coronado Roads.
A $2,000,000 bond issue is voted to build Sutherland
Dam. After large expenditures the site is aban
doned.
Charles Lindbergh, a young aviation enthusiast, hops
off for St. Louis in his new San Diego-built plane,
Spirit of St. Louis.
San Diego celebrates the completion of Lindbergh's
flight to Paris.
A mass flight of 135 airplanes over North Island is
reviewed by Secretary of the Navy Curtis Wilbur.
Lindbergh Field is dedicated.
Aviation history is made again with the first plane
refueling by night.
The new Fox Theatre is dedicated. It cost
$1,800,000.
A new sustained flight record for gliders is estab
lished by W. H. Bowlus.
Regular airmail service is established with the north
and east.
Dr. Albert Einstein visits San Diego.
The new San Diego State College is dedicated. It
cost $750,000.
New city charter is adopted at a general election,
replacing the one of 1889.
The California Institute of Technology acquires 160
acres on Mt. Palomar for the future home of the
world's largest telescope.
EI Capitan Dam dedicated. Capacity: 38 billion
gallons. Cost: $5,790,000.
The California Pacific International Exposition opens
with a first day attendance of 60,000.
With 87 first-line naval vessels steaming into the
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SERRA MUSEUM, OVERLOOKING OLD
TOWN (Wahrenbrock photograph)
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(0 pen; free), a four-room house, box-like in shape, with tile roof, recently
restored, is thought to be the original house built in the first quarter of
the nineteenth century by Captain Ruiz. In the 1830's it was given to
the San Diego branch of the Carrillo family and was occupied by them.
It is also known as the Pear Garden House, because a pear orchard,
supposed to have been the first private orchard in California, surrounded
the house. It stands on the Presidio Hill Golf Course and is used as a
clubhouse.
3. CONGRESS HALL, cor. Calhoun and Wallace Sts. (private), is a
barnlike wooden structure also known as the French Bakery. It stood
originally on another side of the plaza and was used as a bakery. About
1870 it was remodeled and became Congress Hall, one of Old Town's
most important hotels, saloons, and gambling houses. It was moved to
its present site after 1876, where it became a post office and station of
the Pony Express.
4. OLD TOWN PLAZA, a small park, bounded by Wallace St.,
Calhoun St., Mason St., and San Diego Ave., was the center of town
activities. Around it the earliest homes and stores were built. A white
flagpole stands in the center of the square, its bronze marker indicating
that the first United States flag was raised officially at this point in 1846.
An old Spanish cannon, ELCAPITAN (Sp., The Captain), is near the
flagpole, a companion piece to EL JUPITER in Fort Stockton. In the
northeast corner of the plaza is a boulder with another bronze marker
which indicates the end of the Kearny Trail, the road from Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, over which Kearny led the American troops in
1846. (See Historical: The Americans.) In the southeast corner is a
MEMORIAL BENCH which honors Tommy Getz, the San Diegan who
preserved the Estudillo House and made it a museum of Old Town relics.
L. on Mason St. to Calhoun St.)' R. on Calhoun St.

5. CASA DE BANDINI, 2660 Calhoun St. (pri1 Jate) , was a one
storied adobe house when built in 1829. Dan Juan Bandini, the owner,
favored the Americans in the California War, and offered his house to
Commodore Stockton as headquarters in 1846-47. It was here that Kit
Carson found him when he brought General Kearny's plea for aid from
the San Pasqual battlefield. (See Tour 7A.) Late in 1869 a second
story was added and a balcony put around two sides, characteristic of the
Monterey style; and for several years it was operated as the Cosmopolitan
Hotel. Owned at the present time by a grandson of Juan Bandini, it
has been restored and is being used as a rooming house.
Retrace Calhoun St. to Mason St.)' L. on Mason St.
6. CASA DE ESTUDILLO, Mason St. bet. Calhoun St. and San Diego
Ave. (open daily, 8:30-5 :30 p.ln.; adm. 10c), is popularly known as
Ramona's Marriage Place. Built about 1828 by Don Jose Antonio
Estudillo, this adobe house was used by his family until 1887. The
house is of adobe construction with walls from two to four feet thick.
The tiled roof is supported by heavy rough-hewn timbers, brought down
from the distant mountains on the backs of Mission Indians. The beams
are bound together with rawhide thongs, no nails being used. The
legend that Ramona was married here, fostered for commercial purposes,
is unfounded. The place described in Helen Hunt Jackson's book
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Ramona as the marriage place is the Adobe Chapel. The Estudillo House
stood unoccupied and in ruins until about 1910, when it was restored by
the Spreckels interests. Tommy Getz then operated it as a museum of
early Californiana. It is the outstanding landmark of Old Town, and its
12 rooms, large garden patio, paintings and furniture, and the family
chapel help to recreate the atmosphere of the old Mexican village.
L. fronl Mason St. on San Diego Ave.; which beconles La Jolla Ave.
7. CASA DE PEDRORENA, 2616 San Diego Ave. (private), was
built about 1838 by Don Miguel de Pedrorena and became the home of
his daughter and her husband, Jose Antonio Altamirano. Pedrorena
favored the Americans in the war of 1846, and it was in this back yard
that the cannon EI INpiter was buried to prevent its falling into the
hands of the Mexican forces. Pedrorena was also one of the founders of
New San Diego. (See Historical: The Americans.) The ornate porch
which covers the front of this adobe house was put on during the 1890's
but the rear of the building shows quite well the adobe structure.

To the right of the Pedrorena House is a small FRAME HOUSE

(private), also built by Pedrorena. This was the first home of The San
Diego Union J and from it the paper was issued between 1868 and 1870.
8. CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, NE. cor.
San Diego Ave. and Twiggs St.,· (open), is the Roman Catholic church
for this area. The building was started in 1868 but not completed until
1919. It follows closely the designs made for it by Father Antonio
Ubach which were selected from the best examples of California Mission
architecture, with massive stucco walls, red tiled roof, and campanile.
The bells were cast of metal from six of the earliest California bells and
contain much silver. In the vestibule are several old statues of the saints
and three oil paintings. Two of the paintings, a Last lNdgment and a
Virgin Mary, are both executed in the early Renaissance manner, and the
third, San Diego de Alcala, the patron saint of San Diego, is an excellent
example of church portraiture. The paintings are anonymous.
9. WHALEY HOUSE, NE. cor. San Diego Ave. and Harney St.
(prit!ate) , the first modern brick building in San Diego, is of two-story
construction, covering about 20x35 feet of ground. Built by Thomas
Whaley in 1856, with bricks he manufactured, it was used as a home
and store. Extremely hard plaster was made from ground sea shells and
the wood used in the structure was brought around Cape Horn. This
building has been the residence of the Whaley family since its construc
tion. For a short time 'during the 1860's a portion of the house was
used as the San Diego county court house. On this site in 1851 a man
named "Yankee Jim" Robinson was hanged for stealing a rowboat.
10. EL CAMPO SANTO (Sp., the cernetery) , bet. Conde and Ampudia
Sts. (open), was the Roman Catholic burial ground between 1850 and
1880. The ground was at first the private property of the Pedrorena
family, and for several years after it became a burial ground permission
of the family was necessary for the use of it. A garden adobe wall has
been built around the plot, and the few identifiable graves have been
re-marked. According to the burial book of the church, more than six
hu t ldred persons are buried in this small area.
11. The SITE OF THE COBBLESTONE JAIL, bet. Conde and Ampu-
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dia Sts. (pri1)ate) , is marked by a heap of cobblestones and rubble. Built
by Agostin Haraszthy, it was San Diego's first large graft job. (See
Historical:The Americans). Failing to be of any use as a jail, it was
utilized as San Diego's first county hospital for several years in the 1860's.
It will be restored by the city in the near future.
Retrace La lolla St. to Conde St.; L. on Conde St.

12. ADOBE CHAPEL, bet. San Diego Ave. and Congress St. (open),
was the marriage place of Ramona. Built in 1850 by John Brown, an
early American settler and cattle raiser, it served as his town home for
many years. There is a tradition that it was a saloon, "The Jolly House,"
during the middle 1850's, but there is little fact to substantiate this. In
1858 it was purchased by Jose Antonio Aguirre, one of the wealthiest
Spanish citizens of Old Town, who remodeled it for church purposes.
It was dedicated in November, 1858, as the Church of the Immaculate
Conception. Aguirre died in 1860 and is buried in the south wing of
the building. In the late 1860's Father Antonio Ubach became the
officiating priest, holding this position until his death in 1907. Helen
Hunt Jackson visited Ubach when gathering material for her magazine
articles on the missions, and he told her of a half-breed Indian and a
white girl who came to him for marriage. This tale became part of the
Ramona legend. Ubach himself became the prototype of Father Gasparra
in her book. The present restoration of the adobe building was accom
plished through W. P. A.
R. from Conde St. on Congress St.; L. fron1 Congress St. on Harney St.
13. DERBY HOUSE, 3877 Harney St. (pri1/ate) , is also known as the
Pendleton House. Built about 1852 by Don Juan Bandini, it was given
to his daughter and her American husband, Capt. Charles Johnson, for a
residence. The building is composed of two units, a two-storied front
section of frame and a rear portion of adobe. Lieut. George H. Derby
lived in this house from 1853 to 1855 while supervising the construction
of Derby Dike. From his upper bedroom window he could watch the
progress of workmen, thus avoiding too frequent trips across the river
flats. It was here that he wrote the majority of the Phoenixiana papers
upon which his fame rests. This property was purchased in the 1860's
by George Pendleton, county clerk and 'recorder, and until his death in
1871 the house was used as a recorder's office. The house has been
carefully restored by the present owner.
Retrace Harney St. to Congress St. J• L. on CongreJJ St. to Twiggs St.; L.
on Twiggs St.
14.CASA DE LOPEZ, 3800 Twiggs St. (open by permission), was
built before 1850 and was used by a branch of the Lopez family. Its
site gives a commanding view of Old Town to the front. In the
early days it was backed by the San Diego River, which ran where the
railroad track is now. Standing in an isolated position, the Lopez House
looks as though it had been untouched for the past century and remains
one of the least impressive of the larger early adobes, being but a series
of square, unconnecting rooms which open upon front and rear porches.
It is used as the clubhouse of the riding academy which has its stables in
the rear.
Retrace TUJiggs St. to Congress St.; L. on Congress St.
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HOMESTEAD OF THE THEOSOPHICAL
SOCIETY (Haase photograph)

OLD SPANISH LIGHTHOUSE, BEFORE RECENT
RESTORATION (Public Library photograph)
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(R) is the Laguna del Puente (Sp., the lake of the bridge), or LILY
POOL, and from the bridge is a view of San Diego's main business
dIstrict, the harbor, Point Loma, and the Coronado Islands.
37. EL PORTAL, at the extreme end of the bridge, is the west entrance
to the exposition grounds and the group of buildings that lines El Prado.
It bears the coat of arms of San Diego with two symbolic figures, in
sculptured concrete, executed by Furio and Attilio Piccarilli, of New York.
38. The CALIFORNIA BUILDING AND QUADRANGLE (open
Tues.-Sat., 10-4:30; Sun. 1-4:30; free), a concrete building designed by
Bertram Goodhue, includes the San Diego Museum, the Hall of Anthro
pology, the Franciscan Chapel, and the California Tower (not open).
'[he Quadrangle, in the form of a Greek cross, has a dome embellished
with a rich mosaic of highly glazed tile and surmounted by a lantern of
rare beauty. The 200-foot tower is designed in three stages, the lower
part relatively plain, pierced by small windows, and the upper part, form
ing the belfry, surmounted by a bell-shaped tile dome. The facade of
the building is a fine example of· Spanish Churrigueresque architecture
with busts and statues of Spanish explorers and Franciscans who helped
to make San D'iego history incorporated in the design.

The SAN DIEGO MUSEUM AND ARCHEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE was
organized in 1916 under the direction of Dr. Edgar L. Hewitt, director
of the American School of Research, with the assistance of two directors
of the Smithsonian Institution. Important exhibits are: the JESSOP COL
LECTION OF ARCHERY; the MAYAN GALLERY, with plaster reproductions
from Guatemala and Yucatan; pottery from Central and South America;
weapons, stone carvings, ornaments, and basketry of southern Californian,
Lower Californian, and South American Indians; and habitat groups of
primitive Indians in life-size models. Murals by Cassidy and Vierra, in
the great Hall of Archeology, depict various cliff dwellings and pueblo
ruins of the Southwest. In the HALL OF ANTHROPOLOGY, which
occupies the south side of the Quadrangle, is the permanent exhibit of
the Smithsonian Institution's History of Man, in sculpture and clay.
L. from EI Prado through first arcade.
39. A REPRODUCTION OF THE OLD GLOBE THEATER,
(pritiate) , directly behind the California Building, was used in the expo
sition of 1935-36 for tabloid performances of Shakespeare. Because of
the widespread interest in this theater, it is being made permanent to
house a group of community players. The reproduction has been well
done, and the grounds around the building are landscaped to represent
a village green.
Retrace through arcade to El Prado,. R. from El Prado at first opening.
40. The ALCAZAR GARDEN was formerly known as Montezuma's
Garden, a name deriving from the exposition of 1915. Moorish foun
tains in blue, green, and yellow tile, pansy beds, and large blue jars
mark this quiet retreat. An ornamental gateway on the south side of
the garden opens onto a large lawn bowl surrounded by eucalyptus trees.
L. from gateway on grat!el path to stone stairu1ay.
41. PALM CANYON, crossed by a RUSTIC BRIDGE from the stairway, is
a hidden canyon, literally crowded with palm trees. Over the tops of the
palms (L) are visible corners of several palacios on El Prado, their
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LILY POND, BALBOA PARK, WITH EXPOSITION BUILDINGS
IN BACKGROUND (Public Library photograph)

as a parking place for automobiles of the Sunday afternoon crowds.
53. The CASA DEL REY MORa (Sp., Home of the Moorish King)
(R) (open) is used as a public cafe. Its balconies and terraced gardens,
designed and planted in 1935 by Sam W. Hammi!, San Diego architect,
were modeled after a garden at Ronda, Spain. Under vine-covered
pergolas bordered with close-clipped hedges and past gushing fountains,
steps lead through the gradually falling terraces to the lowest level where
a still pool mirrors an old well head amid the old-world charm of a
Mediterranean garden.
54. The HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY, SE. cor. of El Prado and Plaza
de Panama (open), was the reception hall for the exposition, but its
rooms are now used as studios for artists and sculptors, and as meeting
halls for clubs. Motion pictures and entertainments are given in the
auditorium. The building is designed in a modified Plateresque style,
has a corner tower, arcades, and projecting pavilions. The tower and
windows are heavily ornamented and coats of arms of countries of the
Pan-American Union are blazoned on the exterior walls. Massive arches,
surmounted by more delicately designed Moorish arches on the balcony,
surround the inner court which, with its boxwood hedges, border gar
dens, and palm trees, was designed in the manner of a convent patio in
Guadalajara, Mexico. The centerpiece of the central fountain is the
STATUE of a seated Mexican girl, the work of Donal Hord.
55. The FINE ARTS GALLERY OF SAN DIEGO, N. end of Plaza
de Panama '(open, Mon. 10-4, 25c adm., Tues.-Sat., 10-4; Sun. 1-5;
free), is the only public art gallery in San Diego. This fine Spanish-
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Scripps and Robert Scripps; California sea lions; the largest group of
tortoises, and the largest specimen in captivity; the only California condor
in captivity; sea elephants; a large collection of monkeys and parrots;
and hundreds of other animals, in all 3,400 specimens. An animal
amphitheater for trained seals, monkeys, and other animals, a modern
arcaded reptile house, open dens for lions and tigers, and two enormous
flying cages for birds, are among the many interesting points of the Zoo.
60. The INDIAN VILLAGE, at the end of La Avenida de Espana (not
open), is used by the Boy Scouts for headquarters. It was built by the
Santa Fe R. R. in 1915 for the Fair, and is a reproduction of the Pueblo
of Taos, New Mexico.
Return on La A tJenida de Espana.
61. The SPANISH VILLAGE (L) (open daily / free) is an art center,
now housing Los Surenos Art Club and offering studios to individual
artists. The quaint old-world cottages, in stucco and tile, are built
haphazardly around an open patio.
62. The NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM, NE. cor. of La Avenida de
Espana and EI Prado (0 pen daily 9- 5; free), is under the auspices of
the San Diego Society of Natural History, which was incorporated in
1874. Three floors of exhibits are open to the public. The building,
completed in 1933, is of reinforced concrete construction and Spanish
colonial in design. Excepting the entrance facade, reached by a wide
staircase leading to a platform before the doorway, the lower floors are
devoid of ornamentation. The arched windows with carved balusters in
the top-story and the frieze which extends over the slightly overhanging
cornice, relieve the plainness of the walls below. The ground floor,
reached from the Avenida, houses the SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY, as well as the
museum laboratories, and also contains dinosaur fossil, mineral, reptile,
and fish exhibits. On the main floor is the Stephens collection of birds
and mammals, mounted in cabinets, as habitat groups. The Ingersoll
collection of bird's eggs and nests occupies cabinets along the walls.
The top floor exhibits cover sea shells, corals, fossils, butterflies, and
insects, including live black widow spiders and a collection of 1,200
water-color flower portraits presented by Ellen B. Scripps.
63. PEPPER TREE GROVE, an outdoor picnic ground (open; free),
is reached by a driveway which runs S. from EI Prado, directly across
from the Natural History Museum. Various clubs and state societies
meet here.
64. Park Boulevard is the east entrance to the improved section of the
park area. Across the street from the end of EI Prado is the ARCADED
WAITING PLATFORM for the Nos. 7 and 11 streetcars. To the R.
paralleling the street is a footpath that skirts the edge of this area.
R. on Park Blvd.
Pepper Tree Grove (see above), lies R. about one block beyond EI Prado.
65. The NAVAL HOSPITAL (L) is on an elevated mesa occupying 38
acres originally a part of Balboa Park. The city of San Diego conveyed
22.5 acres to the United States Government in 1919 and the additional
acreage was granted in 1937. The buildings, of Spanish-Moorish design,
were begun in 1920 from plans drawn by Naval architects in Washing
ton, and the hospital was commissioned in 1922. There are now more
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monly supposed to be derived from the Spanish La loya (the jewel), but
there is evidence that it may have been derived from an Indian word
meaning "hidden caves." All accommodations, including apartments and
American and European plan hotels, are available. Recreational facili
ties include an 18-hole golf course, completely grassed, on the slope of
Mount Soledad; riding academies; aquaplaning; beach bathing; tennis;
and yachting. Annual sport events are the La Jolla Ruff Water Swim
ming Race, held in August, and the tennis tournament held in July at
the community playgrounds. La Jolla is the home of a number of writers,
among whom are Walt Mason, Max Miller, and Walt Coburn. Artists
frequently exhibit their works at the art gallery in the public library,
Girard and Wall Streets. Outstanding in the growth and development
of La Jolla was Ellen Browning Scripps of the well-known newspaper
publishing family. She donated the ,money and in some instances the
land to build many of the scientific, cultural and recreational enterprises
in the town. Her gifts to La Jolla include: THE SCRIPPS INSTITUTION OF
OCEANOGRAPHY (1911-1920), The LA JOLLA WOMAN'S CLUB (1904),
the playgrounds and community houses (1915), BISHOP'S SCHOOL
(1916), the sanitarium (1918), the LA JOLLA LIBRARY (1921), the
hospital and clinic (1924), the nurses' home (1925), and the children's
pool (1931). Miss Scripps died in 1932 at the age of 90, and in her
will provided funds for the maintenance of her favorite institutions. In
the La Jolla area two deposits of archeological remains provide evidence
of a prehisto-ric race which existed along the coast 5,000 or more years
ago. In the fairly recent past, La Jolla was a summer camping ground of
back country Indian hill tribes.
97. SCRIPPS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AND METABOLIC CLINIC,
464-476 Prospect Avenue (private), was built in 1924-1928. This is
one of the few clinics in the United States doing research work on the
process of metabolism. The hospital, which has facilities for 27 pa
tients, in addition to accepting general cases, is equipped with electro
cardiograph metabolar machines, special diet kitchens and research labo
ratories.
98. BISHO,P'S SCHOOL, 475 Prospect Avenue (prit1ate) , is an Epis
copalian school for girls, built with funds donated by Ellen Browning
Scripps. The tiled chapel tower won the architect, Carleton Winslow, a
certificate of honor from the American Institute of Architects.
L. from Prospect Ave. on Girard St.; R. from Girard St. on Coast BIt/d.
99. The LA JO'LLA CAVES (open; adm. 25c), are mentioned in the
Encyclo pedia Americana as one of the most interesting sights in south
ern California. Originally the seven caves could be reached only from
the water, but about 1905 a German professor, Gustav Schultz, cut a land
entrance to the largest of the caves. Geologists say that this is the only
cave, with the exception of Fingal's Cave in Scotland, which has its
peculiar stratification.
L. from Coast Blf'd. on ProJ}ect Ave.; L. fronz Prospect At'e. on Torre)'
Pine Rd. to La l0lta Shores Dr.,. L. on La loila Shores Dr.
100. SCRIPPS INSTITUTION OF OCEANOGRAPHY (open,' free),
is under the supervision of the Regents of the University of California.
The institution, highly departmentalized, is devoted to the scientific study
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COASTLINE NORTH OF LA JOLLA
(Jobnson pbotograpb)

CORONADO FROM THE AIR, WITH HOTEL DEL
CORONADO IN FOREGROUND (Hotel del Coronado pbotog,"aph)
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TOURS IN ENVIRONS

TOUR 6

CORONADO-OLD MEXICO

San Diego-San Ysidro-Tijuana-Ensenada-Coronado-San Diego.
US 101, Mexican National Highway, Silver Strand Drive, Coronado
Ferry.
San Diego to Ensenada and return, 173.5 m.
Route paralleled by San Diego and Arizona Eastern R. R. between San
Diego and Mexican border.
Usual accommodations; service stations at infrequent intervals S. of
Mexican border.
American citizens going only as far S. as Ensenada may enter Mexico by
calling at the Mexican Immigration Office in Tijuana, Mexico, and stat
ing purpose of trip. Tourists of other nationalities should see Mexican
Consul at San Diego.

CAUTION: Drive slowly over Mexican National Highway, especially
on curves where visibility is reduced and where slow-moving horsemen,
cattle, or wagons are likely to be encountered.

From sea level at San Diego, the route goes SE. through a thickly
settled area, skirts San Diego Bay, and crosses the international boundary
line at a point about 6 miles from the sea. From Tijuana the route goes
to the seacoast and parallels the beach almost the entire way to Ensenada,
with occasional detours into the hills and valleys, which are typical of
the northern section of Baja California.

From Fifth Ave. and Broadway in downtown San Diego, 0 m., the
route goes E. on Broadway to Twelfth Ave., R. on Twelfth Ave. to Main
St. (US 101), and L. on US 10l.

At 3.9 In. is the junction with Thirty-second Ave.
Right on this street to the UNITED' STATES DESTROYER BASE,
1 m. (open Sat. and Sun., 1-4 p. m.). At the Destroyer Base light
craft and submarines of the United States Navy are decommissioned,
recommissioned, repaired, and docked. It is also the home station
of the U. S. S. Rigel, tender for the decommissioned destroyers, as
well as receiving ship for the Eleventh Naval District. The station
consists of 42 buildings, with machine shops equipped to repair any
type of naval vessel. Attached permanently to the base are 40 naval
officers and 350 men and a Marine detachment of 100 men. Of
particular interest are the traveling crane (visible from US 101)
and the Ard-1, the Navy's first mobile floating drydock.

NATIONAL CITY, 4.5 m. (50 alt., 7,301 pop.), adjoins the south
ern city limits of San Diego. This residential city is in the rich agricul::
tural area formerly known as the Rancho de fa Nacion (Sp., ranch of the
nation), which was administered by the comandante of the presidio at
Old Town in the name of the Spanish crown. It became state land dur
ing the Mexican regime; 6 leagues of it were granted in 1845 to Don
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depict the ongln of the Mexican people. Hunting, fishing, and swim
ming facilities are available.

Between Shore Acres and Ensenada the road traverses a rugged
wind-blown wilderness. (A ca1~eful check should be kept on water, oil.
and gas, because of the distance between stations. Telephone service to
Tijuana and the United States is available at most of the resorts.) The
route constantly touches the ocean, hovers briefly, and returns inland over
tortuous grades and curves. Mountains which appear copper- and brown
hued nearby become turquoise at a distance. TABLE MT., a huge, flat
topped mesa (L) is visible for miles.

ROSARITO BEACH, 33.6 m., is a service station and eating place,
with cabin, hunting, fishing, and swimming facilities.

DESCANSO (Sp., rest), 47.6 rn., is a beach resort, with restaurant,
filling station, and facilities for fishing and riding.

The HALFWAY HOUSE, 49 rn., overlooks the rock-buttressed coast
line. Here are refreshments, gas, and oil, and cabin, fishing, and hunt
ing facilities. Most of this quiet, rugged landscape was originally part
of old Spanish land grants, and at present is divided into ranches. A
few gold mines are operated in the district, but for the most part the
territory is only partially explored.

LA MISION (Sp., the mission), 58 m., is a service station with
restaurant and hotel. The CLUB CAZADORES (Sp., hunters' club) is
located here.

JATAY, 62 m., is a roadside service station, with cabins for rent
along the seashore. (Between 1atay and Ensenada there is no 0 pporttlnit),
to refuel or obtain water. ) • •• ••• • •• ••

At 79.5 m. is a jupctibn wlth ~·-dirrtQ(!"cl·. :. : :' .~ "~
Left on this:rO;a··is·'G"UAD~Ltr~~·i6·;1~}"~·R~~si~ncolony. The
holdings cCJf Shi~ -,cQla.ny ..ar~• ..commupi~, - o~~ed,-, and ;ail .transactions
are made ..cn', a :c(Y)Eerati':~e: basis: S-;11·Artt~niQ,.!l ii~ter·.colony, is 4
miles S. :of ~a(bru~ ~ 'lite C.ttrtlltltirttt1 was estabt'ished in 1906.
Wheat, the chief crop, is milled into flour at Ensenada. Members
of the colony call themselves All-Believers, are forbidden to shave,
do not eat pork, and observe Saturday as the Sabbath.

ENSENADA (Sp., cove), 86 m., sprawls along the beach in the
curve of TODOS SANTOS (Sp., all saints) BAY. (All accommoda
tions.) Ensenada's climate is considered almost ideal. In the bay and
around Todos Santos Islands are tuna, swordfish, yellowtail, barracuda,
and bonita. Fresh bay lobster, wild game, and fowl are almost daily
items on Ensenada menus. Here is a palatial hotel and resort, planned
in part by Jack Dempsey.

Return by the same route to San Ysidro, 156 rn.} L. from San Ysidro
on National Ave.

At PALM CITY, 161 nz.} the route goes L.
IMPERIAL BEACH, 163.6 m., is a seaside resort.
The route follows the SILVER STRAND, a narrow strip of sandy

beach separating San Diego Bay from the ocean.
TENT CITY, at the N. end of Silver Strand Drive, is a 24-acre sec

tion of the strand that has been converted into a resort area. It extends
for half a mile along the narrow sandspit and has an amusement center

101



t he



This route goes northwest along the coast line and through the San
Luis Rey River valley; returning it climbs to a highland valley, swings
southwest, and descends to the California shore across Kearny Mesa. The
scenery varies from ocean surf and sea cliffs to mountain valleys and
inland plateaus.

From San Diego, a m., the route goes W. on Broadway to Pacific
Hwy. (US 101) ; R. on Pacific Hwy.

At 12 m. is a junction with Torrey Pines Rd. (see Tour 5).
Left on this road to La Jolla, 3 m.

TORREY PINES PARK, 15 m., on Torrey Pines Mesa, sets aside
and preserves the few remaining Torrey pines, said to grow in only one
other place in the world. These grotesque, wind-blown trees were dis
covered and named in the spring of 1850 by Dr. C. C. Parry, botanist of
the International Boundary Survey.

DEL MAR (Sp., of the sea), 17.5 m. (100 alt., 500 pop.), a beach
residential town, is the scene of San Diego's annual County Fair held in
the late summer.

At 18 m. is a junction with a paved road.
Right on this road to the SAN DIEGO COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
AND RACE TRACK, 1 m. The grounds are under the supervision of
the Twenty-second Agricultural District of California. Bing Crosby,
film and radio star, is president of the Del Mar Turf Club. During
the first racing season, 22 days in July of 1937, the Del Mar Track
became an important adjunct to the sporting and recreational facilities
of California.

SOLANA BEACH (Sp., sunny place), 20 tn. (10 to 100 alt., 550
pop.), offers camping, surf bathing, and fishing (cottages available,. rates
reasonable) . Several small farms in this vicinity are devoted to citrus
fruit, avocado, flower, and bulb raising.

At 20 m. is a junction with the Rancho Santa Fe Rd.
Right on this road to RANCHO SANTA FE, 5.4 m. (200 alt., 800
pop.), founded in 1922 by the Santa Fe R. R. This was originally
the San Dieguito Rancho, which the company bought in 1906; mak
ing experimental plantings of eucalyptus trees to be used for railroad
ties. In 1927 the railroad company sold the tract to a group of south
ern California capitalists, who developed the property into an exclu
sive residential and farming district. Citrus fruits and avocados are
the principal products. Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., owns a 3,000-acre
ranch here, and Bing Crosby maintains a country estate. A portion of
the original adobe casa de fa hacienda (Sp., main ranch house) of
Juan Maria Osuna, who was San Diego's first mayor in 1835, has
been incorporated in the mansion built by Crosby.

CARDIFF, 22 m. (100 alt., 100 pop.), is a block (R) from the
highway. The few stores of the business district are built in mission style.

ENCINITAS (Sp., little live oaks), 24 m., yields nearly $1,000,000
yearly in blossoms and bulbs, which are shipped in refrigerator cars
directly to the eastern markets. The National Midwinter Flower Show is
held here during the month of February. Encinitas was settled in 1854
by a group of Germans from Chicago.

At 26 m. the highway passes between two rows of huge eucalyptus
trees, and is separated into two lanes by a central row of these trees.

CARLSBAD, 33 m. (50 alt., 1,660 pop.) (excellent hotel and road-
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SAN DIEGO MISSION AS IT APPEARS TODAY
(Chambe,' of Commerce photograph)

thousand baptisms.
In 1803 an earthquake destroyed the buildings, but by 1813 they

had been restored, enlarged, and many others added. In 1830-31 the
mission owned 8,822 head of cattle, 1,172 head of horses and mules,
16,661 sheep, and had control over 1,506 Indians. Following seculariza
tion in 1834, the mission rapidly declined. Richard Henry Dana, in
Two Years Befo"e the Mast, described his visit there in 1835 as follows:
"We drove into the open square in which the stillness of death reigned
... There was something decidedly striking in its appearance: a number
of irregular buildings, connected with one another, and disposed in the
form of a hollow square, with a church at one end ... with ... five bel
fries, in each of which hung a large bell, and with an immense rusty iron
cross at the top."

The present restoration was accomplished in 1931. Cracks and
portions of exposed adobe bricks have been purposely fashioned to create
an architectural illusion of the days of the past. Most conspicuous in the
design is the symmetrical arrangement of the campanile which rises in
three stages and sweeps skyward to the simple wooden cross at its peak.
This tower adds grace to the otherwise massive two-storied facade, the
central entrance of which is now closed. A gateway to the left of the
campanile gives access to the patio, simply landscaped with trees and
flower beds. Three small brick crosses commemorate the 450 Indians
buried here. The royal arms of the King of Spain may still be seen on
a bell in the tower, attesting to its donation in 1802 by the Spanish
monarch. The chapel, with a nave 150 ft. long, has no transepts and its
plastered walls, 5.5 feet thick, stand 29 feet high. Six long narrow
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This area was settled in the 1880's because of its soil and climatic
advantages, which make it a good citrus region. In later years
avocado orchards were planted and poultry farms established.

At 5.5 m. is a junction with a dirt road.
Left on this road to LIVE OAK PARK, 4 m.) a natural wooded area
set aside by the county for public recreation. It has picnic grounds,
an open-air dance hall, and a playground for children.

SAN LUIS REY RANCHO, 9.5 tn., is a part of the old Monserate
Rancho, granted in 1846 to Ysidro M. Alvarado by Governor Pio Pico.
The grant extended S. and E. of the present Fallbrook (see above). The
rancho is equipped with race tracks, training tracks, and stables where
thoroughbred race horses are bred and trained. Wooden fences enclose
riverbottom pasture lands, surrounded by steep canyon walls.

PALA, 14.5 m. (444 alt.), site of the PALA INDIAN RESERVA
TION, is the location of LA ASISTENCIA DE SAN ANTONIO DE
PALA (Sp., the chapel of St. Anthony of Pala) , which was built in 1816
by Fr. Antonio Peyri as a branch of the Mission San Luis Rey (see
Tour 7). Prior to its elevation to the rank of chapel, Pala was one of the
many ranchos of Mission San Luis Rey, being first mentioned in a mission
report of Dec. 31, 1810. In a short time more than one thousand
Indians were converted, which proved the wisdom of the padres in not
insisting that all Indians travel to San Luis Rey. Pala was one of the most
fertile possessions of the mission.

The story of Pala is the story of· the golden age of the California
missions, and it is no less the story of the destruction of the mission
system. Repeated political disturbances, war, revolutions, and changing
regimes left the chapel and storehouses in ruins in less than two decades
after the mission was founded. Soon after, the Indians had gambled
away their land allotments and were reduced to beggary; in the so-called
"squatter period" of American rule they lost or were robbed of their
choicest lands, and by 1860 Pala was reduced to absolute ruin.

Following the flood of 1916, Fr. George Doyle launched a move
ment to restore Pala. Under his direction the asistencia was rebuilt,
conforming as nearly as possible to the plan of the original structure.
It now consists of a tienda (Sp., store), storerooms, priests' quarters~

chapel, and cemetery. An exceptional feature of Pala is the detached
campanile, or beU tower, copied from that of the church in Juarez, Mexico.
Another interesting feature of the chapel is the mural designs, executed by
native workmen and showing in full barbarity the primitive love of color.
The floor of the chapel is paved with the original ladrillos (Sp., bricks).

Pala today is a village of portable frame houses, occupied by Indians.
Each of the 176 allottees is given two acres of irrigable land and six acres
of dry-farming land. Pala is a subagency of the Mission Indian Agency,
\\rhich has jurisdiction over Pauma, Rincon, Potrero, and Los Coyotes
Reservations.

Annually all Indian tribes in the vicinity meet at Pala Reservation to
celebrate the Corpus Christi (Lat., body of Christ) Fiesta and the San
Antonio (Sp., St. Anthony) Fiesta. Corpus Christi is climaxed on Sunday.
with a high mass and a special sermon. Following the ceremony, a
colorful procession parades through the streets to the accompaniment of
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ARCHITECTS DRAWl G OF THE 200-INCH TELESCOPE
BEING CONSTRUCTED ON MT. PALOMAR

room at its upper end. It turns freely to all parts of the sky and auto
matically, with great precision, follows the apparent E. to W. motion of
the stars. The total weight of the moving parts of the telescope, in
cluding gears and accessories, is about 425 tons.

Other optical instruments used in conjunction with the telescope
enable the observer to photograph celestial objects and to study them with
spectroscopes, photoelectric cells, and special auxiliary apparatus at several
different points. The reflecting mirror has great light concentrating
power, enabling it to reflect very remote celestial objects. After comple
tion of the project, the mirror, its mounting, and the controlling ma
chinery may be viewed through special glass windows from the visitors
gallery.

Return to Rincon Store, 58.4 Ill .. by the same route; L. here on the
Valley Center Rd.

South of Rincon are the rock-strewn wastes of BEAR VALLEY and
HELLHOLE.

At 60.1 m. SAN LUIS REY RIVER, which rises in Warner Valley
(see TOttI' 8A), is crossed.

At 60.2 m. the route enters the RINCON INDIAN RESERVA-
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with a seating capacity of 35,000, is in a natural canyon. East (R)
of the college looms BLACK MT. (1,590 alt.), a huge letter S
branded on its brushy slopes.

At 9.4 tn. is a junction with Seventieth St. (Lake Murray Blvd.).
Left on this road to MURRAY DAM AND LAKE, 1 m. Following
the flood of 1916, water from this reservoir was the only source of
supply for the city of San Diego for some time. Motorboat races
frequently are held here.

LA MESA (Sp., the plateau), 12 In. (538 alt., 2,513 pop.), is a
residential city. There are many fine homes and country estates in the
surrounding foothills. La Mesa's annual fall flower festival attracts
county-wide attention. In the 1880's the brush-covered mesa, watered
from natural springs on the table-land, was used for grazing sheep. In
frontier days, quail and rabbit were so plentiful that a woman who ran

, a boarding house served wild game daily. Although wild deer also
abounded, venison steaks were not regarded highly in those days.

At 13 nz. is a junction with an oiled highway.
Right on this road to MOUNT HELIX, 1 m. (1,380 alt.), topped
by a cross 30 ft. high. The name Helix (Lat., spiral) was suggested
by the winding road leading to the AMPHITHEATER, where im
pressive sunrise services are held on Easter morning. The summit
affords a comprehensive view of San Diego city and bay and of the
mountainous back country eastward.

EL CAJON (So., the box}., 16.5 m. (450 alt., 1,050 pop.), is the
smallest"locorporated city 1n the county. EL CAJON VALLEY is a fertile
spot noted for the production of wine and table grapes and citrus and
deciduous fruits. The padres of the San Diego MissioU-.Once pastured
stock in the valley. Which-was then called Santa Monica.

FLINN SPRINGS, 24.1 m .., a pUblic-picnic place and campground,
lies E. of a region once covered by the smallest grant in California, the
28.39 acres of La Canada de los Coches (colloq. Sp., valley of the hogs).

East of Flinn Springs the road climbs rapidly into an area of small
creeks and mountain valleys, through a horticultural, ranching, and agri
cultural district.

ALPINE, 30.7 tn. (1,860 alt.), a health resort, is high enough to be
free from the coastal fog; the clear, crisp air is said to be a tonic for
sufferers from bronchial and lung disorders.

At 32.4 m. the route enters CLEVELAND NATIONAL FOREST
(see General Informa'tion) .

The WILLOWS, 33.2 In., is a well-known cabin resort.
VIEJAS INDIAN RESERVATION, 34 In., (L) is in a basin which

was named EL V ALLE DE LAS VIEJAS (Sp., the valley of the old
'women) by the Spanish invaders because the Indian men fled to the hills
and left the old women and children behind. The Viejas Indians, about
80 in number, have modern homes and farms with power machinery.
The valley was used for the breeding and pasturing of race horses before
its acquisition by the government, and is one of the few reservation sites
in the county which is considered desirable by the tribesmen.

GUATAY (Ind., large hot/se) , 45 In., a service station and refresh
ment counter, was named for GUAT AY MT. (5,300 alt.) (R), which
the Indians thought to resemble a huge wigwam.
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PINE VALLEY, 46.7 111. (4,016 alt.), has service stations, a
roadhouse, general store, post office, and hotel. The valley is studded
with pine and oak trees. Cabins and horses are for rent throughout the
resort area, and there are bridle trails into the surrounding mountains,
\vhich are covered with brushy thickets of manzanita, buckthorn, and sage,
and with pine and oak trees.

At LAGUNA (Sp., lake) JUNCTION, 47.2 n2. (4,050 alt.), a
service station and restaurant, the route goes L. on State 73.

North of Laguna Junction the oiled highway enters the LAGUNA
MTS., an area of chapf:lrral thickets, highland meado"is, and forests of
oak and pine, on the edge of the Colorado Desert (Imperial Valley).

At 56 In. is a junction with a dirt road.
Right on this road to the CUYAPAIPE INDIAN RESERVATIO'N,
1 m. The Lagunas were o~ce the retL'eat of hosts of tribesmen from
the advances of white men, but today this res~rvation, covering an
area of over 5,000 acres, has an enrollment of but five Indians, and
these do not reside here permanently.

LAGUNA POST OFFICE, 57.2 m. (6,220 alt.), is the center for
the resort area.

At the FOREST RANGER STATION, 57.6 m., information is
available on rules and regulations for visitors to the Cleveland National
Forest. 'Cabins may be leased from the Service, and public campgrounds
have been set aside.

North of the Ranger Station, State 73 goes along rock-buttressed
slopes on the edge of the desert, affording several miles of views of the
wilderness almost a mile below. The desert precipices, crags, and
n10untain pinnacles spread out to the far horizon like a giant relief map.
Their coloring, a burnt amber under the glaring midday sun, fades to
rose, mauve, and purple in the late afternoon and dusk.

At 57.9 In. is a junction with a dirt road.
Right on this road to DESERT VIEW, 0.2 m .. offering impressive
desert scenery from barren cliffs.

At 59.6 In. is a junction with a footpath.
Right on this path to MONUMENT PEAK, 1.5 m. (6,321 alt.).
CARRIZO (Sp., reed l;rau) CREEK is s::en (R), cutting through
the sand hills and badlands; beyond, against the base of the
CHOCOLATE MTS., is SALTON SEA, in the northern end of
Imperial Valley. In the middle distance to the SE. is the irrigable
section of the valley. To the S., jutting out of the flat desert, is
Sl.G.hlA L 1\;1T., just across the international boundary line and
stretching to the distant rim of Laguna Salada (Sp., salt lake), in
Mexico. The most conspicuous landmark on the eastern horizon is
PICACHO (Sp., sharp point) PEAK (1,945 alt.), among the barren
ranges flanking the Colorado River, almost directly N. of Yuma,
Ariz. On a clear day San Diego city and SAN CLEMENTE
ISLAND, 50 miles offshore, also are visible (W).

At 60.4 m. an OBSERVATION TOWER (L) has been built around
agnarled pine. Below is the VALLECITO (Sp., little t'alley) VALLEY.
Through binoculars, the OLD ADOBE STAGE STATION of the Butter
field Overland Mail Stages at Vallecito (1858-1861) may be seen.
Stirred by tales of ghosts, of buried treasure, of deeds of violence and
heroism, San Diego County authorities in 1934 began restoration of the
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PINE VALLEY, A SCENE IN SAN D1EGO'S BACK COUNTRY.
LAGU A MOUNTAINS IN BACKGROUND (Public Library phoJog,-aph)

which was granted to Don Narciso Botello in 1833. The modern town
of Ramona was established in 1886.

West of Ramona the route drops more than 1,000 ft. by way of
MUSSEY GRADE.

. FOSTER, 116.6 m., containing now but a single home, was for
many years an active division point for freight and passengers. Business
of this line, the San Diego, Cuyamaca and Eastern R.R., dwindled
gradually; after the floods of 1916, when it was found that the tracks
between Santee and Foster would have to be completely replaced, service
was reduced to Lakeside. Remains of the old tracks still may be
seen (R).

At 118.6 m. is a junction with a dirt road.
Right on thIS road to THUM PARK, 1 711., popularly called Cactus
Lands Park, exhibiting many varieties of desert flora.

The SAN DIEGO RIVER, 120.3 m., is crossed by a wooden bridge.
LAKESIDE, 120.5 m. (410 alt.), was named because of the prox

imity of LINDO LAKE, which lies in a COUNTY PARK on the east
ern edge of town. The town site, platted in 1887, has changed little,
and adobe buildings are still in use. Annual round-ups are held at the
Lakeside Rodeos (see General Information: Annual El'ents).

At 120.6 m. is a junction with an oiled road.
Left on this road is a junction with an unpaved road 0.4 tn.; 1. to
the BARONA INDIAN RESERVATIO in the PADRE BARONA
VALLEY, 5 tn., named for one of the old Franciscan padres. The
reservation consists of approximately 5,000 acres. about 100 acres of
which are under irrigation. Annually Indians of the county converge
on Barona for the fieJ/fIS (Sp., feJtit'alJ) held nn twO successive week
ends in August. Ritualistic songs, dances, and games of the rribesmen
are all but forgotten, and the fin/a, once the big event in reservation
life, now consists chiefly of Visiting, American dances, baseball, and
surreptitious gambling.
EL MONTE PARK, 4.4 711., is a live oak park with oicnic and camp
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accommodations.
EL CAPITAN DAM, 6.7 m., part of the San Diego city water systeln,
is a rock embankment hydraulic fill type dam (38,000,000,000 gals.),
completed in 1935. (No hunting, fishing, boating, nor accommoda
tions at the present time (1937).)

At 123.6 In. is a junction with Mission Valley Road, an oiled
highway; the route goes R. on this road.

SANTEE, 123.7 m., has a grocery store, dairy supply store, and
filling station which serve the surrounding agricultural district.

Right from Santee o~ a dirt road to EDGEMOOR, 0.3 m., the county
farm. The farm ow:Js several modern buildings, including a large
dairy barn; and many acr(s of fertile river-valley land. Across the
San Diego River (N), in the FANITA HILLS, are several country
estates, among them the home of Alan LeMay, writer of western
stories.

West of Santee the route goes through MISSION GORGE, a narro\v
opening into MISSION VALLEY.

THE OLD MISSION DAM, 128.2 m. (R), was built by the padres
of the San Diego Mission after 1800. Originally about 12 ft. high, 13
ft. thick, and 220 ft. long, this was the first, and most pretentious,
attempt at irrigation in Spanish California. An aqueduct of tile on a
cobblestone and cement base took the water to the mission.

At 134.3 m. is a junction with US 395; L. on US 395 to El Cajon
Ave.; R. on El Cajon Ave. to Park Blvd. (Twelfth Ave.) ; L. on Park
Blvd. to Broadway; R. on Broadway to Fourth Ave., 142.2 m.

SIDE TOUR 8A

THE DESERT

Laguna Junction-Jacumba-Plaster City-Scissors Crossing-Warner
Ranch--Santa Ysabel.
US 80, Butterfield Trail, State 78.
Laguna Junction to Santa Ysabel, 142.3 In.
Route roughly paralleled by San Diego & Arizona Eastern R. R. between
Jacumba and Plaster City.
Accommodations and service stations at intervals except on Butterfield
Trail (54 m.).
Paved highway except Butterfield Trail, which follows dry riverbeds in
sections and should be avoided during and following heavy rains; route
at its best in spring.

CAUTION: The automobile should be in good mechanical condition,
with adequate spare tire equipment. Food, extra motor fuel, at least 5
gallons of water, a tow rope, a shovel, and some gunny sacks should be
taken. If wheels sink and spin in loose sand, rear tires should be partially
deflated, sand shoveled from in front of wheels, and sacks placed beneath
to provide traction.

From the rim of Pine Valley, in the mountainous back country, (see
Tour 8) the route goes SE. to the floor of the Imperial Valley desert.
It climbs NW. through a series of arid valleys on the upper reaches of the
desert and emerges in a broad mountain basin (3,165 alt.) ; then swinging
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S. runs between shaggy mountains to the adjoining valley of Santa Ysabel.
LAGUNA (Sp., lake) JUNCTION, 0 m. (4,040 alt.), is a service

station and restaurant at the junction with State 73 (see Tour 8).
East of Laguna Junction US 80 runs through a rugged, mountainous

country strewn with great boulders, over a terrain which gradually be-
comes more arid. J

BUCKMAN SPRINGS, 2.8 m. (3,225 alt.), is a service'station and
bottling works. Its lithia springs, .developed commercially in 1876, are
said to have medicinal properties (see Tour 9).

At LA POSTA (Sp., post stage) 8.3 m., a gasoline service station,
is a junction with a dirt road.

Right on this road to LA POSTA IND'IAN RESERVATION, 0.8 m.,
an area of 3,879 acres occupied by only three Indians.

JAICUMBA (Ind., hut by the water), 25.9 m. (2,800 alt., 400
pop. ), is a resort and spa within 200 yards of the Mexican border.
Patronized chiefly by residents of Imperial Valley, who occupy mountain
cabins in the region during the summer months, the town has all accom
modations, including an outdoor plunge and tub baths in waters of

'asserted medicinal value.
East of Jacumba the route crosses a rocky, wind-swept mesa, where

it rains so seldom that vegetation is limited to stunted desert weeds and
bushes of the hardiest type. Within a few miles the road drops abruptly
over the Mountain Springs Grade to the subsea level of the desert.

BOULDER PARK, 34.7 m., the summit of Mountain Springs
-Grade, affords an excellent view of IMPERIAL VALLEY.

From SHEPARD'S BRIDGE, 42.3 m., at the mouth of the IN
COPAH (Ind., mountain people) GORGE, a rocky gap at the southern
rim of the Imperial Valley, US 80 gradually descends to the desert.

COYOTE WELLS, 48 m., a service station and refreshment stand,
was a watering place for many years for immigrant wagon trains and
denizens of the desert. The summit of SIGNAL MOUNTAIN in Mexico
(R)..z. usedlllr the Cocopah Indians tor siglTIIT~f1fes~ervesas a beacon
for aviators.

PLASTER CITY, 56.3 m., is the settlement of a cement company
which operates a gypsum mine 25 miles N. Cottages for the employees,
a service station, and company buildings make up the colony.

At 56.8 m. is a junction with a desert road; the route goes L.
This road, now called the Butterfield Trail, was first opened by the
Spanish explorer, Pedro Fages, in 1782. The peculiar isolation of this
section of the old road has been responsible for its preservation. At first
it was used by trappers and emigrants from Mexico, and in the pioneer
period it was an important road for overland parties from the East.
During the gold days it was known as the Southern Emigrant Road. The
majority of the settlers using it came with wagon trains from Independ
ence, Mo., by way of Yuma, Ariz. In 1857 the Butterfield Line was
authorized by Congress to carry mail from St. Louis to San Francisco.
The first stage arrived in California in 1858, and twice a week thereafter
until 1861 the long and strenuous trip was made. Stations were from
12 to 25 miles apart, depending upon the condition of the road. The
Troy and Concord coaches, drawn by six and eight horses, or mules, were
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called "swift wagons" by the Indians, who soon learned that raiding them
was more foolish than profitable. At times the stages became veritable
traveling arsenals. Every passenger was supposed to be armed and was
expected to fight if necessary. The eastern part of the route was infested
with Comanche Indians, the middle portion by Apaches, the western
section by Yuma and Mojave Indians, and all of it with road agents and
accidents. With the outbreak of the Civil War, the Butterfield Line went
out of existence, but the Southern Emigrant Trail continued to serve the
increasing tide of in1migrants. It was used by Gen. Stephen W. Kearny
and his men in 1846 on their way to the historic battle of San Pasqual
(see Tour 7A) . Its use, however, did not extend much beyond the
1880's. Of the ten stage stations built in San Diego County by Butter
field, only three remain, Vallecito, Warner and Oak Grove (see below).

CARRIZO (Sp., reed grass), 74.8 m. (water available), is a small
water hole at the mouth of CARRIZO CREEK, a broad, dry wash in a
pass leading out of the open desert into a series of arid valleys surrounded
by formidable desert mountains.

A few fragments of timber and a small pile of crumbling clay mark
the site of a BUTTERFIELD STAGE STATION at Carrizo. Eighty
yards to the W. of the ruins is the GRAVE of an alleged cattle rustler.
A headstone over the rock-covered grave bears the laconic legend, "Frank
Fox. Killed 1882." Fox, it is said, was buried "with his boots off,"
after having been slain while bathing in the alkaline waters of Carrizo
Creek.

Northwest of Carrizo the trail winds through a series of cactus
studded flats, but continues to follow dry washes wherever possible. Deep
ruts, cut by the wheels of heavily laden immigrant wagons and hurrying
stage coaches, are reminders that the exact course of the Southern Emi
grant Trail is being followed. In places parallel to the road are trails
pounded out by mounted guards who accompanied the Butterfield stages
to protect the passengers who usually chose this method of transportation
only because their haste was too great to go by Panama or around the
Horn. Ocotillo, yucca, tuna cactus (prickly pear), thistlesage, cholla
cactus, barrel cactus, and mesquite line the roadway; in the higher alti
tudes century plants, elephant trees, California fan palms, wild plums,
incense shrubs, greasewood bushes, desert sage, juniper, chamiso, and
.sumac add their coloring to the slopes.

At 89 m. is a junction with a dirt road.
Left on this road to AGUA CALIENTE HOT SPRINGS, 0.5 m.
(water) .

VALLECITO (Sp., little tJalley) , 93.0 m. (tilaler); is a waterlogged
saltgrass cienega (Sp., sUJanzP), surrounded by thickets of tules, desert
willow, mesquite, and cottonwood.
_~ A camp site with water is beside the rebuilt, adobe BUTTERFI~~D

STAGE STATION, restored in 1934 by San Dtego County authoflt1es.
The name Vallecito is synonymous with tales of strange apparitions, the
most persistent one being that of the ghostly stages whic~ drive uP. in t~e

dead of night to give rest to gold seekers, long overdue tn the Caltfornla
Eldorado. .

According to the San.-Piego Star, "a terrible tragedy" was enacted on
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Garra, aCupefio chief, led the hill tribes in a general uprising against the
whites in 1851. A man of unquestioned bravery, GarTa firmly believed
that his cause was worthy, and that he would receive the aid of the Mexi
cans in ridding California of the "invaders." He was captured by the
Cahuillas, a tribe in Riverside County which remained loyal to the whites.
The Cahuilla Indians took their prisoner to Los Angeles and surrendered
him to the authorities. Returned to San Diego, he was tried by court
martial and shot.

In 1880 John G. Downey, a former governor of California, owned
Warner Ranch, and the Indians' right to occupy the land again became a
matter of controversy. A suit was taken to the Supreme Court of Cali
fornia, which decided that the Indians had no right to the land. The
government bought 3,438 acres in the Pala Valley, near the Pala Mission
Chapel (see Tour 8), and in 1903 the Indians were removed forcibly to
their new home.

At 130.5 m. is the junction with State 79 ~ the tour goes L.
Right on State 79 to WARNER SPRINGS, 3.6 m. (3,165 alt.), a min
eral springs resort. Cabins, camping, and hotel facilities are available.
Spanish-type buildings in a setting of elm and locust trees cover the
site of Agua Caliente (Sp., hot water), once a populous Indian
village.
HOT SPRING MQYNTAIN (6,535 alt.) is R.
OAK GROVE, 14.9 m. (well-preserved Butterfield Stage Station).
AGUANGA, 21 m. (Butterfield Station in ruins).
TEMECULA VALLEY, junction US 395, 38.3 m.

MORETTIS, 134.9 m., is the junction with a dirt road.
Right on this road 4 m. to LAKE HENSHAW (hunting, boating,
fishing); and 31 m. to PALA INDIAN RESERVATION AND
MISSION (see Tour 7A).

South of Morettis the route leaves Warner Valley and enters the
Santa Ysabel Valley through a pass between the MESA GRANDE
MOUNTAIN, (R)., and VOLCAN MOUNTAIN, (L). The route skirts
the SANTA YSABEL (VOLCAN) INDIAN RESERVATION (L),
(9,673 acres, 249 pop.). This reservation has some forest areas of cedar
and white oak trees.

At 140.3 I1l. is the junction with a dirt road.
.Right on this road to the MESA GRANDE (Sp., big plateau) IN
DIAN RESERVATION, 7 m. (5,963 acres; 227 pop.). This reser
vation consists mainly of grazing land. It is situated in mountains on
which are tnany oak groves.

SANTA YSABEL CHAPEL, 140.7 tn.} is a concrete building (L),
built in 1924 on the site of an adobe asistencia (Sp., chapel), which was
erected in 1821-22 by the padres of Mission San Diego to serve the
Indians of the region.

Santa Ysabel was never as important as the chapel of Pala (see Tour
7A). Mexico, after declaring its independence in 1822, began confiscat
ing the mission lands. Though the mission fathers continued a demor
alized work until as late as 1846, the asistencias were the first to be hard
hit. Most of them fell into ruins before the main missions did. After
1850, services at Santa Ysabel were revived, and when the condition of
the chapel made it unfit for use, the Indians continued their religious
services in the open. Today no Indians live at Santa Ysahel, the commu-
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nicants of this chapel coming from the Volcan Mountain vicinity, where
the Santa Ysabel Reservation is located,. and from Mesa Grafl~e

Reservation.
At 140.8 m. is EL CAMPO SANTO (Sp., the cemetery), of the

Santa Ysabel Chapel. This burial ground has been used by the Indians
since about 1820. Nearby are the enramadas (Sp., arbors) made of green
boughs brought down from the surrounding hills, where the Indians
gather twice a year to celebrate traditional festivals. Present-day fiestas
(Sp., festivals) consist chiefly of desultory gossip, baseball games in the
afternoon, and American dances, crap shooting, and card playing at night,
for the Indian has all but forgotten ancient rituals, dances, and legends.

At 142.3 m. is SANTA YSABEL, the end of the tour (see Tour 8).
If quick return to San Diego, 43.1 m'J is desired, leave route of

Tour 8 at Santee. Left at Santee to El Cajon; R. on US 80 at the junc
tion of Magnolia Avenue and Main Street.

TOUR 9

CAMPO ROAD

San Diego-Lemon Grove-Dulzura-Campo-Morena Lake~Buckman

Springs.
State 94; Buckman Springs Road.
San Diego to Buckman Springs, 60.7 m.
Usual accommodations.
Payed road throughout, open all seasons.
This route, which once carried all southern traffic from Imperial Valley,
is little traveled. It curves past emerald pastures, shoots down into green,
bowl-like valleys, clings to the sides of rocky defiles, and finally wan
ders through the Campo region, oak-grown park land.

From Fifth Ave. and Broadway in downtown San Diego, 0 m., the
route goes E. on Broadway to Thirtieth St., R. on Thirtieth St. to F St.,
and L. on F St. (State 94) .

LEMON GROVE, 8.7 m. (460 alt.), is a center for tomatoes and
lemons. Shipments are made to all parts of the United States. In the
1880's this area was noted for sheep raising.

The route goes L.
At 10.2 m. is the junction with a paved road. The route goes R.

Left on this road to LA MESA, 1 m. (See Tour 8.)

SPRING VALLEY, 11 m. (425 alt.), in early days was an Indian
village, and after the American occupation became homestead land. It
is a prosperous fruit-raising area. The Spring Valley homestead once
belonged to Hubert Howe Bancroft, noted historian. Called by the In
dians, N eti, the district was named by the Spaniards, Las Fuentes de San
Jorge (The Springs of St. George). The original homestead was made
in 1865 by Capt. Rufus Porter, a well known Old Town character. His
adobe house (private), built in the 1850's, is still occupied. Its timbers
are part of the hull of an old coaling vessel, the Clarissa Andrews, which
went ashore in San Diego harbor near La Playa.

At 13.3 m. is the entrance to the CALAVO GARDENS, a recent
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frequented area is a favorite spot for quail and rabbit hunters.
LOWER OTAY LAKE and SAVAGE DAM, 8 m. (145 ft. high;
18,353,300,000 gallons capacity). The dam, named for H. N. Savage,
former city engineer of San Diego, is a gravity section, arch-type
structure. It replaced the old dam which washed out in the great
flood of 1916.
UPPER GTAY LAKE AND DAM, 10 m. (86 ft. high; 835,700,000
gallons capacity), is an arch-type, concrete structure. It was built in
1900 and is one of the most highly stressed dams in the world.
COCKATOO GROVE, 13 m.) was formerly a stage station on the
old Campo Road.

DULZURA (Sp., sweetness), 27.3 m. (1,100 alt.), is a center for
milk and honey production. The name is said to have originated in a
curious manner. A hungry wayfarer, who asked a pioneer for food, was
answered: "You're mighty welcome, but all I have is milk and honey."
The traveler replied: "If I've reached the land of milk and honey, here's
where I stay!"

ENGINEER'S SPRING, 28.8 m., is a small spring with a limited
supply of water. A party of engineers camped here in the early days of
San Diego's efforts to develop a direct railroad route to the east.

BARRETT, 33.2 m. (900 alt.), is located in bowl-shaped Cotton
wood Valley.

At 38.3 m. is the junction with the Tecate Road.
Right on this road is TECATE, 2.6 m. (1,900 alt.), situated in a rich
agricultural valley which lies mainly in Mexico. There is a splendid
U. S. customhouse here and Mexico has a huge stone structure across
the line. Grain is raised extensively, Tecate in Mexico having a large
flour and malt mill to care for production. Tecate's history dates
back to the early 1830's, when Don Juan Bandini obtained this area
as a land grant from the Mexican government. In 1837 Indian raids
began whIch harrassed the ranchers for 3 or 4 years. Valentin, an
Indian leader of the 1870's, operated in this area and made frequent
raids into American territory. Tecate was established in the early
1880's with the opening of a general store by a man named Greer.

POTRERO, 40.3 m. (2,323 alt.), is in a well-watered mountain
valley, and during the pioneer era was a favorite farming area. After
1890 its population dwindled away, however, and at the present time the
principal activity is the raising of race horses.

CANYON CITY, 45.4 m., is a service station, a store, and a few
cabins. The only international railroad tunnel in the United States is
located S. of this community. The San Diego & Arizona Eastern R. R.
leaves Canyon City and crosses into Mexico, returning to United States
soil at San Ysidro, across the border from Tijuana.

CAMPO (Sp., field), 49.2 m. (2,543 alt.), is the business center
of CAMPO VALLEY (good hotel and camping facilities). In pioneer
days this valley wa.s settled by emigrants from Texas, and was known
locally as Little Texas or New Texas. A thick-walled, two-storied
HEWN-STONE BUILDING, built in 1870, stands on the bank of
Campo Creek near the present post office. This was the second building
erected in Campo. The first, a store, straddled the creek where the bridge
stands; and because ice refrigeration was unknown in that area, the
storekeeper preserved milk, butter, eggs, and fruit by submerging them
in the cold creek water.
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Pioneering in this area was beset with many hardships other than the
physical work of clearing a wilderness. Outlaws were common in the old
West, and in this border region many of them were Mexican. A raid of
the late 1860's was perhaps the most famous in Campo history. Six
Mexicans came across the line in a heavy covered wagon drawn by six
horses. Halting the team a short distance from the general store, they
dismounted and with guns ready moved on the store. Seeing the store
keeper standing in the doorway, the bandits opened fire. Wounded, the
man fell to the floor, dragged himself to a trapdoor, through which he
dropped to the creek bed, and from there returned fire. In this fashion
he held them at bay until the shooting attracted the notice of other
residents. After the Mexicans had fled, leaving two of their number
dead, a posse was formed and captured the remaining four below the
international line. On HANGMAN'S TREE, still standing, the gang
was given vigilante justice.

The Campo area is noted for hunting and fishing and is well
patronized. Duck, quail, and deer may be bagged in season.

At 50.8 m. the route goes left on Buckman Springs Road.
Right to junction with U. S. 80 at WHITE STAR, 9.8 m.
At 52.2 m. is a junction with an unpaved highway.

Left on this road, which enters the Cleveland National Forest, 1.8 m.,
to MORENA RESORT, 3.6 m., on MORENA LAKE (hunting, fish
ing, camping, and hotel facilities; boats and tackle for hire).
At 5.8 m. is the MORENA DAM (171 ft. high; 21,900,000,000
gallons capacity). This reservoir is a part of the Otay-Cottonwood
water system, belonging to the city of San Diego. It is a rock-fill
type dam, which costs less than a concrete structure and is more
resistant to earthquakes. In 1915, C. M. Hatfield, a professional
rainmaker, well-known in the southwest, used this site for his pre
cipitation plant. W'ater reserves having been low, because of several
dry seasons, the City Council of San Diego entered into a contract
with him. Following his efforts, disastrous floods washed out Lower
Otay Dam and filled Morena Lake to within 18 inches of capacity.
Hatfield tried to collect, and threatened to sue the city. The city
fathers retaliated with a threat to sue him for the damage done by the
floodwaters of the destroyed Otay Dam. Both suits were dropped.

BUCKMAN SPRINGS, 60.7 m. (3,225 alt.), at a junction with
US 80, was named for Colonel Amos Buckman, a pioneer of the 1860's,
who prospected for gold in this area. The springs are mineral in content
and have been developed commercially. The Indians of this vicinity held
that these springs were sacred. One of their legends recounts that the
lovely Fanita, daughter of Chief Cuyamaca, nursed her lover, Carissa,
back to health with the lithia water from the springs.

The route follows US 80 into San Diego, 119.3 m.
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Getz, Thomas, "Tommy", 76
Giddings and Woods Pack Train, 40
Girl Reserves, 57
Godey, Alexis, 34
Gold mining, 116
Golden Chariot (mine), 115
Golden Hill, 9-10, 16
Goldman, Emma, 67
Goodhue, Bertram G., 62, 83, 84
Gopher Canyon, 108
Grace Lutheran Church, 62
Grape Day, 7, 106
Grapevine Mountain, 115
Gray, Andrew, Lt., 38
Grotto of Lourdes, reproduction of, 108
Grunnion fishing, 19
Guadalupe, 101
Guadalupe Hidalgo, treaty of, 36
Guatay, 113
Gunn, Douglas, 66

Half \Vay House, 101
Hall of Anthropology, 84
Hammill, Samuel W., 87
Hangman's Tree, 126
Haraszthy, Agostin, 39, 77
Haraszthy, Charles, 39
Harbor, San Diego, 17, 25, 26, 27, 68,

99
Harbor Department Buildi fig, 94
Harbor development, 56, 67
Hatfield, C. M., 126
Heindel, Max, 104
Hellhole, 112
Henshaw Lake and Dam, 122
Herald, The, 38, 40, 41, 61, 74
Hewitt, Dr. Edgar L., 84
Hide Houses, 30, 45
"Hide Park" (La Plava), 83
Hide Trade, 30-31, 45
Highway mileage, 53
Hi jar, Jose, 64
Hi iar Colony, 64
Hill, Henry, 37
Hillsdale Agricultural District, 124
"History of Man," Smithsonian Institu-

tion exhibit, 84
Hodges Lake and Dam, 48, 106
Homestead, The, 80
Hord, Donal, statues by, 60, 87, 112
Horticultw'al Building, 88
Horton, Alonzo E., 12, 40, 41, 56, 66
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Los Surenos Art Center, 60, 89
Lower Otay Dam, 48
Lower Otay Lake, 48, 125
Lyons Valley, 124

Machado, Jose Manuel, Corp., 78
J\1achado} Casa de, 78
Macready, John, 69
1--1ammals, 18-19
Marcelli, 'Nino, 58
Marine Band, U. S., 58
Ma:ine Bas~, U. S.,
Maritime trade, early, 31
lvlarkham, Edwin, 60
Marshall, Bill, 39
Marston, George W., 72, 74, 116
Mason, James E., 65
Mason, Walt, 60, 96
Masons, 65, 67
Mayan Gallery, 84
Medanos Point, 17, 95
Merriam, Frank F., Gov., 70
Merritt, Ezekiel, Capt., 34
Mesa Grande Indian Reservation, 122
Mesa Grande Mountain, 122
Methodist Church, fi"'st, 66
Mexicans, the, 54, 56- 57
Mexican cultural survival, 56-57
Mexican Government Fishing Inspec-

tion, 94
Mexican National Highway, 99
Mexican rule, 29- 34
Micheltorena, Manuel, Gov., 32-33
Middletown, 13, 14
Military Reservation, U. S., 80
Miller, Joaquin, 60, 124
Miller, 1vlax, 60, 90, 96
Mineral re~ources, 20
M:n:ng: gold, 41, 116; gems, 20, 110
Miramar, 1C6
Mission Bay, 17, 95
Mission Bay State Park, 70
Mission Beach, 95
Mission Dam, Old, 118
Mission Gorge, 118
Mission Hills, 13, 14-15, 17
Mission Valley, 14, 74, 82, 118
M;ss~o'lS, 26, 23, 29, 32; see also San

Diezo Mission, San Luis Rey Mis
sion, San Juan Capistrano Mission

MO!1s~:'ate Rancho, 109
Monterey, 26, 28, 30, 31
Monument Peak, 114
Moosa Valley, 108
Morena Lake and Dam, 48, 126
Mormon Battal~cn, 36
Morrettis, 122
Mount Helix, 113, 123
Mount Palomar, 108, 110
Mount Soledad, 95
Mountain Springs Grade, 119
Municipal piers, 94

Munay Lake and Dam, 113
Mus::.ums, see Serra Museum, Natural

History Museum, San Diego Museum
Music, 58
Mussey Grade, 117

Natalie (ship), 64
National City, 41, 48, 99
National City and Otay RR., 66
National Forest Regulations, 2-3
National Guard, California, Armory of,

86
National Mid-Winter Flower Show, 103
Natural History Nluseum, 89
Naval Headquarters, Eleventh District,

94
Naval Hospital, U. S., 89-90
Naval Quarantine and Coaling Stat:on,

U. S., 42, 83
Naval Reserves, U. S., headquarters of,

92-93
Naval Training Station, U. S., 78
Naval Wireless Station, U. S., 68
Navy, U. S., payroll and personnel, 50,

see aho naval establishments under
definitive names

Navy Band, U. S., 58
Navy Field, 94
Navy pier, 94
Negroes, the, 16, 57
NeIghborhood House, 16, 57
Nelson, Eric, 69
Newspapers, 60-61; see aho under de-

finitit;e names
Nipaguay, 106
Nolen, John, 44
Nolen Plan, 44
No;th Hubba,"d (mine), 116
North Island, 17, 68, 82, 102
North Park, 15
N onh Sa!1 Diego (Old Town), 41
Noyes, W. H., 40

Oak Grove Stage Station, 122
Observation Tower, (in Laguna Mts.),

114
Ocean Beach, 95
Oceanside, 104
Old Glob~ Theater, reproduction of, 84
Old Town: as a city section, 14; houses

and sites, 72-78; miscelleaneous ref
ences, 34, 36, 38

Old Town Plaza, 14, 75
Oriental population, 57-58
Ortega,]. F., Serg., 26
Osuna, Juan Maria, 11ayor, 37
Osuna letter, 37
Otay Lakes and Dams, see Lower Otay,

Upper Otay, Savage Dam
Gtay Water Company, 48
Otter trade, 45

135



Our Lady of the Rosary, 62
Overland Mail, first, 65

Pacific Beach, 95
Padre Barona Valley, 117
Paintings, 60
Pala, 109-110
Pala Indian Reservation, 1C9-110
Palace of Education, 86
Palace of Entertainment, 86
Palm Canyon, in Balboa Park, 84
Palm Canyon, in Borego State Park, 11 '5
Palm Canyon Campground, 115
Palm City, 101
Palomar Mt., 108, 110
Palomar Observatory, 108, 110
Palomar State Park, 110
Palou, F~. Francisco, 21, 22, 26, 72-74
Palou M~!".ument, 72-74
Panama-C:l1ifornia Exposit:on, 42-44,88
Pantoja Park, 38
Parks and Plazas, see under definitil.e

names
Parry, Dr. C. C., 98, 103
Pattie, James Ohio, 31
Pattie, Sylvester, 31
Pattie} s Narrative, by ]. O. Pattie, 31
Payroll: fishing, 50; Government, 50;

W. P. A., 52
Pedrorena, Miguel de, 36, 37, 38, 76
Pedrorena} Casa de, 76
Pegleg (mine), 124
Pendleton, George, 77
Pendleton House (Derby House), 77
Pepper Tree Grove, 89
Peyri, Fr. Antonio, 104, 109
"Phoenix, John", pseudonym of G. II.

Derby, 40
Phoenixiana, by G. H. Derby, 40, 61,

77
Photographic Arts Society, 60
Piccarilli, Furio and Attilio, sctulpture

by, 84
Pichaco Peak, 114
Pico, Andres, Gen., 34, 36, 112
Pico, Pio, Gov., 31, 33, 123
Pictographs, 1C6
Piers, 1, 94, 95, 104
Pine Hills Resort, 115, 116
Pine Valley, 114
Plaster City, 119
Plaza de los Estados, 86
Plaza de Panama, 86, 87
Point Guijarros, 28
Point Lorna: as a city section, 14; places

of interest, 78-83; miscellaneous ref
erences, 17, 25, 30, 31, 56

Point Lorna High School, 80
Point Lorna Lighthouse, 82
Point Lowa Post Office, 14, 83
Population, 29, 42, 49, 70
Porter, Rufus, Capt., 123
Portola, Gaspar de, Gov., 26, 74

Portuguese, the, 14, 56, 57, 83
Post Exchange, 82
Potrero, 125
Poway Grade, 1C6
Poway Valley, 106
Presidio, the (El Presidio Real), 26, 29,

31, 74
Presidio Hill Park, 72-74
Public buildings, 1-2
Public Library, 61, 62
PubIic Riding Academy, 90
Public utilities, 53
Putnam, Arthur, bronzes by, 74, 88

Racial minorities, 56-58
Railroads, see under definitive names
Railroad station, 1
Rainfall, 18
Ramona, 116-117
Ramona, by Helen Hunt Jackson, 60,

75-76, 77, 105
Ramona's Marriage Place, 75, 76, 77
Rancho Guajome, 105
Rancho Los Vallecitos de San 11arcos,

105
Rancho de la Nacion, 99
Rancho, San Luis Rey, 109
Rancho Santa Fe, 103
Rancho Santa Margarita, 33
Ranchos, see Land Grants and definitive

names
Reade, Lt., 66
Recreation, 4-6
Redman (mine), 115
Reiffel, Charles, 60
Reitman, Ben, 67
Reservoirs, see Lakes
Retail stores, 52
Reynolds, John, Rev., 65
Riding Academy, public, 90
Rigel, U. S. S., 99
Rincon del Diablo, lC6
Rincon Indian Reservation, 109. 111-112
Rincon Store, 110, 111
Rivera y Moncada, Capt., 26
Rivers, list of principal, 17
Robinson, Alfred, 33, 55
Robinson, Yankee Jim, 39, 76
Rockwell Field, 102
Rogers, Malcolm, 22
Roman Catholic Church, see Catholic

Church
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano, Pres., 78
Roosevelt, Theodore, 68, 80
Rosari to Beach, 101
Rose, Louis, 83
Rosecroft Brgonia Gardens, 80
Roseville, 14, 83
Rosicrucian Fellowship, 104
Rowan, Stephen C., Lt., 34
Ruiz, Francisco Maria, Capt., 72, 75
Ryan Aeronautical Company, 90
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Savage, H. N., 125
Savage Dam, 125
Savoy Players, 60
Schools, 13, 61, 65
Schroeder, Albert, 62
Schultz, Gustav, 96
Schumann-Heink, Mme. Ernestine, 70
Scientific Library of Natural History

Museum, 89
Scientific reference library, founding of,

68
Scissors Crossing, 115, 121
Scott, Tom, 41
Scripps, Ellen B., 88, 89, 96
Scripps, Robert, 89
Scripps Country Estate, 106
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 96
Scripps Memorial Hospital and Meta

bolic Clinic, 96
Scripps pier, 98
Sentenac Canyon Bridge, 115
Serra, Fr. ]unipero, 26, 72;;'4', 106
Serra Cross, 74
Serra Museum, 74
Serra Palm Tree, 74
Sessions, Kate, 15
Shenandoah (dirigible), 69
Shepard's Bridge, 119
Shopping District, 6, 10, 12
Shore Acres, 100
Signal Mountain, 114, 119
Silvas, Maria Antonia Machado de, 78
Silver Strand, 17, 82, 101-102
Sisters of Nazareth, 108
Smith, Albert B., 34
Smith, Jedediah, and party, 31
Smith, Lowell, 69
Smith, Pegleg, 121
Snowstorm of 1882, 66
Snyder Continuation School, 90
Soils, 17, 18
Solana Beach, 103
Solar Aircraft Company, 92
Southern Call fornia Mountain Water

Company, 48
Southern CroJS, The, 60
Southern Em;grant Road (Butterfield

Trail), 119, 120
Southwestern Jewish Review, 60
Southwestern Yacht Club, 93
Spalding, A. G., 80
Spanish culture in California, 55
Spanish rule, 26-29, 54
Spanish Lighthouse, Old, 80-82
Spanish Village, 60, 89
Speer Flying Field, 78
Spirit of St. Louis, 44, 78, 90, 92
Soorts and Recreation, 4-6, 63, 103
Spreckels, Adolph, 86
Spreckels, John D., 42, 49, 69, 86
Spreckels Organ, 86
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, 86
Spring Valley, 123
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Ryan Flying Field, 78
Ryan School of Aeronautics, 1, 90

Sachem (ship), 30
Salton Sea, 114, 115
San Antonio (ship), 26
San Antonio Fiesta, 109
San Antonio de Pala, see Pala Chapel
San Carlos (ship), 26
San Diego de Alcala, 25, 88 .
San Diego de Alcala, see San DIego

Mission
San Diego and Arizona Eastern RR.,

42, 49
San Diego and Cuyamaca Eastern RR.,

117
San Diego Fine Arts Society, 60, 88
San Diego Flume Company, 48
San Diego and Gila RR., 40
San Diego Historical Society, 74
San Diego Mission, 26, 28, 29, 106, 118
San Diego Museum, 84
San Diego Open Forum, 61
San Diego Padres, 63, 94
San Diego River, 17,74,77, 1e8, 117
San Diego Rowing Club, 95
San Diego Senior High School, 13, 90
San Diego Society of Natural History,

89
San Diego State College, 61, 112
San Diego Symphony Orchestra, 58, 86
San Diego Water Company, 48
San Dieguito Mutual Water Company,

48
San Felipe Valley, 115, 121
San Jose (ship), 26
San Juan Capistrano Mission, 28
San Luis Rey Mission, 104-105, 109
San Luis Rey Rancho, 109
San Luis Rey River, 103, 105, 108
San Luis Rey Valley, 103, 104
San Marcos, 105
San Marcos Land Grant (Los Vallecitos

de San Marcos), 105
San Miguel (San Diego), 24
San Miguel Peak, 124
San Pasqual, battle of, 34- 36
San Pasqual Battlefield, 75, 112
San Pasqual Indian Reservation, 112
San'SallJador (ship), 24
San Ysidro, 100, 101
Santa Fe Railroad, 42, 48, 89
Santa Maria Land Grant (Rancho Santa

Maria de Pamo), 116
Santa Maria Valley, 116
Santa Ysab21, 28, 116, 123
Santa Ysabel Chapel, 28, 122-123
Santa Ysabel Indian Reservation (Vol-

can), 122-123
Santee, 118
Santiago, Fr. Juan N. de, 104
Santo Tomas (ship), 25



"Squibob, John Q.", pseudonym of
G. H. Derby, 40

Squi.~ob .Papers, by G. H. Derby, 40
Stadu: CIty stadium, 67, 90; Aztec Bowl,

112
Star of Ind~a (ship museum), 95
Star, San DIego, 120
State Building, 86
State College, San Diego, 61, 112
State Normal School, 67
State Societies 58
Stearns, Abel,' 31
Steel boat, 93
Stephens Collection of Birds and 1JaCl-

Inals, 89
Stephenson's Regiment, 36
Stewart, John C., 78
Stewart, Casa de, 78
Stockton, Robert F., Comdr., 34, 72, 75
Stoneu'all Jackson (mine), 116
Stonington (ship), 34
Streetcar and bus service 1-2
Street o~'der .and numbering, 7
Sud-Calzfornza DeutJChe Zeitung, 60
Sun, The San Diego, 42, 60
Sunset Cliffs, 80, 95
Sutherland Dam fiasco, 69
Sweetwater Lake and Dam, 42, 48, 124
Sweetwater River, 124

Table Mountain, 101
Tamia, K., 88
Tasta, Fausto, 62
Taxis, 1
Tecate, 125
Telegraph Canyon, 124
Temecula Valley, 122
Temperafure, 18

, Tent City, lC1-lC2
Texas and Pacific Railroad 42
Theosoph;cal Society, 62 '
Thurn Pa' k, 11 7
Tijuana, 100
Tijuana River, 100
Tingley, Mme. Katherine, 80
Todos Santos Bay, 101
Topography, 17, 18, 19
Torrey Pines Mesa, 98
Torrey Pines Park, 103
Town Council, fi':"st, 64
Trade"s and settle'c's, Am~rican, 30-31
Traffic regulations, 3
Transportation, 40, 42, 48-50, 53
Traveler (ship), 64
Tres Reyes (ship), 25
Tribune, Evening, 42, 60, 67
Truman, Ben, Major, 40
Tuna clippers, 57
Turkey Day Festival, 116
Tu'o Years Before the Mast, by R. H.

Dana, Jr., 30, 107

Ubach, Fr. Antonio, 76, 77

Union, The San Diego 41 42 60 6676 ' , , , ,

Union - Tribune Southern Electrical
Broadcasting Co., 68

United Air Lines Depot, 90
United States Government establish-

ments, see under definitive names
Upper Gtay Lake and Dam, 48, 125
U. S. Grant Hotel, 41

Valentin, 125
Valle de San Jose, 121
Vallecito Stage Station, 120-121
Vallecito Valley, 114, 120
Valley Center, 112
Vancouver, George, Capt., 82
Vargas, Manuel de, 64
Victoria (ship), 24
Victoria, Manuel, Gov., 31-32
Viejas Indian Reservation, 113
Vista, 105
Vizcaino, Sebastian, 14, 25, 82
Vizcaino Marker 82
Volcan Mountai~, 122, 123

Wade, Leigh, 69
Warner, ]. ]., 121
Warner Ranch, 121-122
Warner Springs, 39, 122
Warner Stage Station, 120, 121
Warner Valley, 121
Water development, 38, 42, 45, 46-48,

53, 67, 69
Waterfront: points of interest, 90-95
Weather Bureau, U. S., 90
Whaley, Thomas, 76
Whaley House, 76
Whaling industry, 46
Whaling station, 82
White, Stanford, 102
White Star, 126
White, Stewart E., 80
Wilbur, Curtis, 69
Wild Flower Protection
Willow~, the, 113 '
Winslow, Ca1'1~ton, 96
Wishing Well, 86
Wister, Owen, 60
Witch C"eek, 116
Wolfskill Ranch, 106
Wo'+~ P"og~'ess Adm;nistratioD, 50, 77
W o'Zrl, The, 46
Wright, Harold Bell, 60, 106
Wynola, 116

Yachting, 63
Yankee traders, 31
Yanke,:, visitors, first, 28
Y. M. C. A., 66

Zamorano, Agust:n V., 32
Zoo, San Diego (Zoological GardenL

88-89
Zoonooz, 61
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